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NEW VOICES

Holm-Dunlay

Richard and Patricia Holm of
Farmington Hills announce the
engegement of thele daughter,
Jennlfer Lynn, to Brian Keith
Dunisy, son of Kelth and Ruth
Duntey of Waterloo, Jowa.

‘The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Towa State University with a
bachieloz's degreo In journalism
and mass communlcativn. Bhe is

ployed by Favorite N o
vorits Tempa in Overland Park,
Kapsas, as un advertlsing and
promotions manager.

Her Nance is a graduate of lowa
State Unlversity with a bachelor's
of buslncas administration in
financo degree. He s employed by
General Betvices Administration
in Kansas City, Mo., n federal
government agency, as a commer-
cial real estate broker,

A November wedding in
pianned in St. Edward’a Catholle
Church in Waterloo, Iown.

Beautiful gardens
deserve recognition

You pass by them every day on
your wsy to work or grocery shop-
ping.

Sometimes you even slow down
In order to gt a better look.

Secretly you make mental notea
sbout the flowers and shspo of the
landscape, hoping ta copy a picce
on %:ur property,

ese are the gardens thot
make us stop and appreciate the
besuty In our neighborhoods.
They are our retreata from the
concrete and asphalt.

And hero's a chance to let the
rest of us In on your favorite gar-
dens and landscapling artistry.

The Farmington Garden Club

will pay tribute to the beautiful
gardens and landacapes In the
area by holding Its 10th annual
Good Neighbor Garden Contest.

If you have admired a garden in
Farmington or Farmingtan Hills,
or if you would llke to enter your
own garden, send entries to Di-
anne Srabla, 32034 Thirteen Mils
Road, Farmington Hlils 48334 or
call 626-6322.

Any type of garden or landscape
is eligible for conslderatlon. En-
tries should be submitted by Aug.
1

"Winners will recelve gift certifl:
clau:n donated by English Gar-
tens.

Hempton-
Frederick

John and Gayle Blackstock of
Bad Axo announce tho engage-
mant of their daughter, Dawn
Ann Hempton, to Mark Edward
Prederick, son of Froncis Freder-
ick of Parmington Hills and the
1ato Isabella Frederick.

The bride-to-bo is a gradustoof
Central Michigan University. She
is employed as a teacherin the
Parmington Public Schoals.

Her fianco ia a graduats of the
Univeraity of Michigan-Dearb
Ho Is employed as an account
manager by Automotive Indus-
tries in Dearborn,

A Docembier wedding is
planned.

Law makes adoption searches easier

Recent changes in

Michigan's
adoption law have significantly

the shering of identifylng sdop-
tlon Infc i Birth pareats

effected the sights of adult adop-
tees and their birth parenta,

The now legislatlon, which tock
effect Jan. 1, allows greater oppar-
tunities for adoptees to find out
more informatian about their past
and facilitate searches and reun-
jons with former family mermbera.

Birth families also have addi-
tional avenues to scarch and re.
unite with children they either

i {ly placed for adoption or

and edult siblings can submlit &
statement to the registry, con-
senting to or denying the release
of {dentifying informetion.

“The statementa will bo forward-
ed to sdoption sgencies and
courts upon request so they can
determine whether or not identi-
fying Information may be released
to an adult adoptee or an sdult
adoptee’s direct descendant.

Adoptees can make thelr wish-

had parental rights involuntarily
terminated by a court.
“Everything is a little new right
now and private agencies, probate
courts and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Social Services are all
scurrying around to roake the nec-
essary chenges to comply with the
law,” said Sharon Vichcales,
Child and Family Services of
Michigan Inc. administrator.
“Unfe ly, few adult adop-

Results.

Plant your advertising message in the
Observer & Eccentric classified columns
and reap the rewards.
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tees or their birth families know
that the change wss implemented

es known by filing the oppropriste
form with the placing agency or
probate court that finatized their
adoption. When a match occurs,
the placement agency or court will
notify the consenting adults.

The new law allows an adult
adoptee, an adoptive parent of a
minot adoptee, on adult child of a
deceased adoptee or a former fam-
ily member, defined as a birth
porent, birth grandparent or an
adult sibling, to petition the court
where the adoption was finalized

Richard Martin Press 11 was
bomn June 8 to Stephen and Lond
Press of Parmington Hills.

He welghed 7 pounds 15 cunces
and was 21 Inches long.

Richard, who was pamed after
his grandisther (Papa), joina his
big brother, Stepben Todd, who is
19 months old.

Tho grandparents are Richard
Martin and Lois Presa of Wayne
and Thomas and Theresa Lally of
Westland.

How to submit announcements |

Loca) reaidents can send thelr
engogement, wedding, anniver-
sary or birth informstion along
with & photogroph to Tho Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand

members, siblings or adoptees
when there are no denials of con-
sents on file for the individual

River Ave. Farmington, Mich.
48335. »

Ifyc’m have questiona, call (8;0)
477-5450. ‘

s
.
.
‘
.

In eddition, tha new Jegislation:
8 Allows adult adoptees whose
perents’ righta were i d

the opp ve
to locats information about their
biological (emilies or protection

prior to May 28, 1945, to obtain
identifying  information about
their birth families, if there are no
consents on file.

W Eatsblishes a registry for birsth
siblings.

® Expands the definition af non-
identifying information (date,
time and place of birth of the
adoptee, medical, psychological
and genetic information, age and
sex of siblings of the adoptee, and
racial, ethnic and retigious back-

und).

Identifying information in-
cludes the name of the child be-
fore placement in adoption, the
name of each blological parent at
the time of termination of paren-
ta rights, the most recent name
and add of each biological

le to family bers who
don't want to be contacted. Like-
wise, ho money bas been approT
priated to notify sdult adaptees or ©
birth families sbout new changey
in the law.

A 1993 report by the Michigan *
Federation of Private Child end’ |
Family Agencies states that while
courts, private agencics and DS
have been more aggressive in re- .
cent years sbout informing cur- |

rent clients of the possibility of -

future searches, “it is beli
that many adoptees and biologi-
cal parents from eariier years are
not aware of the registry.”

Child and Family Services has
a special toll-free number — (800) |
878-6587 — to sntwer questions -
about ising adoption records.

parent and the names of biologi-
cal siblings at the time of termi-

Januery 1.” . for the eppointment of & confiden-
The Central Ad Regi tial i diary. natlon.
ministered the } The court. d | di Vichcal

Department of Social Services, is
the main vehicle that facilitates

whoss agency bouses

ory serves as a go-between to
search and locate birth family

more adoption records than any

Adoptees and birth [amilies want. -
ing more information about the
availability of edoption records
may also call the agency or DSS’
county office that handled their

other private agency in Michi
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