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fApollo 13’ mission a success

AR S—
T TICKETS The supensti-
. PLEASK tious say the
project was
med from the
get-go. Bched-
ed to walk op
the moon cn the
13th hour of the
13th day of
April, 1070, the
crew of tho 13th
Apollo  space
minsion experi-
enced a ahip
that almost ded
hem betwoen the earth and the

F00n.

Many predlctad a almilar fate
or director lon Howard. His re-
nt “Far And Away” was an eple
sappolntmont while tho lest
igh profile movie about the
ipace program, Phliip Ksufman's
*The Right 8tufl,” wowed critics
dut kept audiences awsy In

{roves.
w Kaufman spproached his sub-
ect 1ike Ken Bums did baseball
Ad the Civil War in bis aweeping
$'4-hour dramatization. Howard,
tecognizing the drama of this sin-
Fp misaion, bas cast some of Hol.
ywood's most likable performers
in sn amazingly suspensefu) and
entertaining film.
"Tom Hanks Infuses astronaut
James Lovell with a pasaien for
walking on tha moon. Even
though the American public has
lost some of the Interest peaked
by Amnstrong’s historic “glant
1osp for mankind,” Lovell and bls
two.-man crew approach the fol-
low.up mission aa the realization
of tho American
..Fellow astronauta Fred Halse
{BIl] Paston) snd Jack Swigert
(Kevin Bacon) have nover been In
fpace. Lovell has private doubta

MONAGHAN

s

ert's careleas flick of & switch be.
foro taking proper instrument
readings led the oxygen tanks to
blow, resulting in an explosion
that blew off a slds of their ship.

Forced to leave the main ship,
they have to pilot the lunar mod-
ule home while preserving precl.
ous fuel and oxygen.

Howard captures perfoctly the
1 hobia of the

sbout Swigert, a last-minute re-
placoment for creck pilot Ken
ttingly (Gary Sinise), ground-

#d by Mission Control becauso he

paxy or may not have the measles.
+ “The script,
autoblographical “Lost M

based on Lovell's
00,
opens the posalbility that Slrl"-

and thele vital link to Mission
Control, which scrambles to come
up with a solution to got them

home. Afer .“Crimson Tide,”
which showed how mayhem must
result before anything can get

done in the modern millitary, the

! -
effocts crow shows the liRoff from
NABA team can socomplish neth.
ing without teamwork.

At one point, the astronauts are
being smothered by their own car-
bon dlexide |
pleco togethor, with tho help of
Mission Control and only min-
utes to spare, a fliter aystem with
pln;uc bags, duct tape, andoven s
80C!

r luuldu:luaAln:muUm stock
00 e 13" specisl
vlnuuil'ly qvery lE:i-, Howard dis-
plays his own Ingenulty while
filming in “apace,” sometimes-
from outaide with faces viaibls in
the windows or as astronauta float
from one part of the ship to an-

other,
Hanks, often called tho "80s an-
ower to Jimmy Stewart, could
play thia part (nice guy in an im-
posaible situstion) in hly sloep.
Others (capecially Sinise and
Bacon) log some of thelr finest
and subtlest porformances on

screen.

Pamllier faces pop up through-
out the film, including B4 Harris
(ho played John Glenn in *The
Right Stufl") as the head of Mis-
alon Control and Howard family
members mom end brother Clint.
You'll even spot Roger Corman,
who gave Andy Griffith’s boy Ople
ths chance to direct his first mov-
fein the 1970s.

For Howard, “Apolio 13" goes
beyond mero entertainment. With
savvy he has rekindled the goe-
whiz enthusissm of the space pro-
gram of 25 years go. He has the
added pleasure of watching this
hurd-sell project shoot to the
moon in box office recelpts and
become the most popular maovie
this summer.

To lcave @ message for John
Monaoghan, dio! 853-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain.
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
zpcu, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia

150.
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A government held hostage. '
An undetectzble moving headquarters.

Ondy one hero stands in the way.
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“AHEART-GIOPPIRGE = ™
THRELLER 1R THE
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