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BOOK BREAK

Hollywood tracks down Lathrup author

You could sey that,
up until just a (ow
wooks ago, Lathrup
Village autbor, Thom.
as SBullivan (“The
Phasen of l:;ny

A pewly established,
Hollywood-besed film
group called Vista Bn.

wcmm
DIAZ
tertainment was seeking him out, in a
trus grit sort of way,
Ho was betwoen sgents ot the time,
and Vista couldn’t get much help at his
former publisbet. E.P, Dutton, a routs

often followed in theso matters. Due to
o major shake-up thers, most of the
staff who bad known and kept up with
Sullivan In past yrars had gone on to
other ploces of employment.

Tho telephone was a dead end as
well. Vista had called just about every
Thomas Sullivan in every Michigan
diroctory, but with no luck. (Later, they
would learn ho waa thero all along, but,
for reasons of privacy, under a fictitious

nsme.)
Not to be dlscourngoed easily, howev-

er, they kept colloctive noses to the

ground, pursuing every lead. Unfor-
tunately, over o pericd of about two
years, every jead concluded in a very
dead end. Maybe it was time, sameona
eventuslly suggested, to hire a private
detective.

And then one day, a Vista rep.
strolled into a small book- store somo-
where In Manhattan, and struck up a
conversation with the owner, Somehow,
the conversation got sround to Sullivan.
As luck would bave it, the owner of the
bookstore happaned to know Sullivan's
former agent. The former agent knew
Sullivan's whercabouts. Oné thing lod
to another, and you can guesa the reat.
What did Vista Entertainment want
with one Thomas “Sully” Sulllm.
novelist, short story writer, j

Sulu thinks that might be
van af very
nlce (and yes, he's even gono &0 far as to
Imagine maybe Jack Nicholson in the
role of the villain), but right now, ho's
fust getting his real kicks from the fact
that Vista want to all t.lw trouble, and
finally “got their man” (Sullivm, by
tho way, was pever avoiding discovery,
but aimply didn’t know of the search
until he camo boma on that fateful doy
to soo tho little red light blinking on his
answering machine.)

The whole experience, ho noted one
recent afternoon over & quick lunch, bas
certainly injected some fun Iinto a life
that had contalned soms pretty hesvy
ltuﬂin rocent yeam, indud!ns-pdnfnl

mwwmmm

“(10 It ail turms into & pleasant but
fading memory for me, I'l} count mywelf
out pothing. Tying up satellites with
cdlo tmm thl laﬁ and d‘htteouu'?;a

tortpink "
dxum taschine offers previews worth
the price of admlssion.”

Amid tho telephone conversations
studded with names liko Spielberg,
Paramount, and Dizney, Vista beads
Eileen Kimball (wifa of noted cinems-

of Sullivan possibly writing the screen-
play adsptation of his novel. Having
nlulvely llulo experience in

ex-teacher, former athlete, proud father,
and l:elf~pmdaimod “child of the uni-

verse™?

They wantoed to purchass film righta
to his 1983 novel, ‘Bom Buming' a
unique tale of terror sct in Michigan,
with a amall boy as its hero, and one of
the darkest characters you could ever
hope to moct &8 its villain.

With throe yeara to find backing for
the film, Vista looks forward to secing
“Bomm Buming” made into a major

anda
forbhwn.Soan.WithtwoMlmh
pretty much completod, he now has his
oye on a full-fodged re-emergence in bis
literary caroer, much of which was put
on bold during the extended legal bat-

be said he doexn't to cx-
poct to ultimately be the person named
to the job. llo'dhkntot:yit.dxmxb
and, in fact, hes already pot togetbir a
“treatment” (an they eay in Hollywood)!
Just Jike in the movies, anything could

tles.

“] could spend the option moaey
{from Vista) in one aft at Bas- b
kin-Robbins,” he maid, ing can- i
didly that Vista hasn't made him & mil-
Iionaire overnight. “But if it gets made,
the film would allow me to commit
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