BC(F)

The Observer/ Monoav, JuLy 24, 1993

Kids will like ‘Free Willy 2 pit—by-numbers redo

Bv PATRICIA BIBBY
AP NEREFTATURES

“Free Willy 2 The Adventure
Heme™ is & paint.by.oumbens
film that looks darn good from »
distance — but just Joa't inspect
it too closely. What you'll find is »
slick, formulaic redux of the origi-
nal “Free Willy” blockbuster,
complete with the heart-stopping
image of Willy flying through the
air to jump & barrier.

Even with that said, bowever,
this is still & fun summer ride
that will have kids squealing in
their scats.

After 19935 but-office bonanta
of "Free Willy,” it was inevitable
that studio ezecs would look to a
sequel to milk more from this
“boy-meets-whale-and-finds bis-
best.friend story.

But in the first film, Willy, the
giant lovable orca. is set free. So
the first challenge was o find a
way for Jesse (Jason James
Richtes), the lost boy lovking for
bis biologica! mother, to meet up
with Willy.

The film’'s director Dwight Lat-
tle tackles this etraight away
when the wise old whale watcher
Randolph (August Schellenberg)
recognizes Willy's eerie cry oo a
high-tech piece of equipment be
keeps on his boet.

With thst part of the canvas
painted the appropristr shade,
Littfe looks to the pext block to
coloe the designated bue. This
would be the “coming-of-age” sec-

‘Clueless’

BY DAVID GOODMAN
AF Nzwsszarizes

The poster for “Clueleas.” o
comedy that spoofs the mores of
rich teen-sgers in Beverly Hills, is
8 little deceptive.

Three miniskirted grls are
ahown yskking isto cellular
plones under the tag line — “Sex.
Clotkes, Popularity. Is There a
Problern Here? That suggests a
ctup. schlocky film brmmicg

crude

Girls,” or anythicg starricg Pacly
Shore.

In foct, “Clueless™ isn't clue-
less st all Writer-director Amy
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tion of the film that has Jewso
meeting Nadine (Mary Kate
Schellhandt), Randolph’s cutio-
pie goddaughter.

Then there's the New Republi-
can “family values™ section that
introduces Elvis (Francis Capm),
Jease's bitherto unknown f
beuther from New York. Elvis pro.
videa the filmmakers with the
chance to show that given a “ncr-
mal™® two-parent  environment
any child can be rehabilitated
into a swret, loving person.

Elvis arrives at the bume of
Jessc's foster parenta, Glen and
Annie Greenwood (Michael Mad-
sen and Jayne Atkinson), with »
Grand Canyon-size chip on his
shoulder. He's a little toughie
who lies sbout m)thln( and ev.
enything His fathee is Al Pacine;
his mother was born oo an air-
craft carrier ag sea; he has bungee
jumped in the Alpe, etc.

The plot remains cesentially
the same, pitting tman’s greed
agminst the whales' rights. This
time the enemy isa’t crafly ma-
fine park owners, it's the oil in-
dustry and the tankers it uses to
transport crude.

But Littde also laycrs in two
uther plots One concerns the
question of what defines family
— is it biclogical or is it those
with whom you live and love? The
other is » first-love story between
Jease and Nadine.

is a sharp parody about California teenagers
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Heckerling (“Fast Times at
Ridgemont High.” “Look Whe's
Talking”), has applicd her sharp
cye to California ways and come
up with a clever parody of teen-
age chaoe iz the 19904 with a gen-
uine nod toward monogomy and
fazsily values.

As in "Fast Tizmes™ life ventens
around school and the mall. But
while “Fast Times™ focused on
the Xids who stacked the T-shirts
and turned the burgers, "Clue-
leas™ deals with teens who go
thereto maz cat Ded's eredit card

The movie is pot without its

it's an if the filmmakers don't
truat one, slmple vtory 1o hold the

interest and attention of thelr
young viewers and instead besp
on the extra plota for good mea-
aure.

This hop-scutching from onz
plat tu another, however, tends to
distract and weaken the original
story as esch subplet sucks the
cnergy out of the othes.

But all s not lost. There are
wtill some tremendously enter-
taining moments that centes prl.
marily on the scencs of whale
rumping. The shota of the majes.
tic mammals beeaching the waves
otill thrill. And watching Jesze
and Nadine swim In with the anl.
mals in a gentle cove can't help
but draw “oovochhhbs” and
“aaahhhha™

Richter is on hls way to bocom-
ing m pre-teen idol — if he isn’t
already — and hiz performance
hete won't disappoint. He's
sweeter and more mature th
time around. Capra, who
appeared in Robert De Nirv's “A
Beonx Tll-. proves Lo be & titelo

as the mischi

Elvis

The Wamer Broa. rclease was
peuduced by Lauren Shuler.
Dunner, Jennie Lew Tugend and
Richard Donner. It is mted PG,
— Parental guidance suggested.
Some material may not be suit-
able fur children

1owy Datzrwin.

Family advonture: Jessc (Jason James Richter) happily greets Wllly and his brother

Littlespot in Warner Bros.’ “Free Willy 2: The Adventure Home." :

bl The y first half
comes close to c:lebnunx the
wealthy supetficiality of 1he fash-
ina slav-s at which it also pokes
fun.

Heckerling has filled the
screenplay with srsppy and per-
ceptive comments on today's pop
culture. And she's confident
encugh in ber actors and script to
avoid including the usual gratui-
tous s scenes.

“The movio features Cher (Alica
Silverstone), an almost 16-year-
old girl who doesn’s mind hanglng
on to her virginity. Dad Is &
wealthy lawyer. Mom died in &
“fluke accident during & routine

1 jon.” Chet's a princess

who has everything — even a
cumputer program Lo help sont her
designer wardrobe.

With their perfect looks and
perfect outfita Cher, and equally
pampered best friend Dionne
{Stacey Dash), are “way popular,”
the Queen Bees at snobblsh Bev-
etly Hills High.

But instead of lording her pow-
er, liks the sadistic charscters in
“Dazed and Confused,” Cher ia
filled with swret-epirited benifici-
enew.

In hee first comic role, Silver-
stone, best known for her work in
"The Crush’ and three

Acrosmith videos, gives real di-
menalon to what could be a card-
board character

Chor adopts and makes over
tho “clucless™ Tai {Brittany Mur-
phy). = new girl In school, who
wears shapeless :!othe: and sings
alongto TV

populnr ginl in cless, and Cher'
can't figure out why she's umhle-

to make a new boy fall head own
heels in Jove with her. :
Back home she's met h:rs

mstch, too. Former satopbrother:
Josh (Paul Rudd) moves into the::

Meanwhile, sho Is busy orches-
trating & romance between two of
her frumpy 40-1sh teachers, partly
because “old people can be so
cute” and partly because if they
are on cloud ning, it will be easler
to “negotiate” for higher

But Cher can’t koep control of
everything. Tal takes over as most

lon. He's a UCLA nudznh
who wears Amnesty lnumn!lon-l
T.shirts, watchces CNN and lll e
tens to “complaint rock.”

The Paramount Pictures re-
{eass is ratod PG-13. “Clueless™
{s produced by Robert Lawrence’
and Scott Rudin. Co-Producers:
aro Adamn Schroeder and Buy
Berg.
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