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gets high

marks
Tick, tick, tick . ..
1t enly happens when you
hit sbout 45 miles an hour.

Tick, tick, tick, tick ...

Driver: “Did you hear
that?”

Pussenger: “Nope.”

Could I be henring
thinga? Therv it is ogain!

“Tick, tick, tick, tick .. *

It’s strange to hear any-
thing like a tick, tick, tick in
any of the new cars theso
days. Especially since Nissan
promises the 1995 Maxima is
the quictest it's ever been.
There it is again — tick,

tick, tick, tick. ... What is
that  sound? Strange.
Rythmic. Constant. Mighty
annoying, too.

Tick, tick, tick, tick-tick,
tick, tick .. .

OHHHHH! That's what it
is! It’s the little red ribbon
ticd to my door handle mak-
ing that noise. The ribbon
ends are ticking on the side
of tho car.

You see, Nissan, together
with Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, sponsors a program
around the holidoys to give o
new meaning to “tic one an.”
Theo red ribboas are attached
to the teat car as part of
Nissan's “don't drink and

S WHAT

drive” effort with MADD,

OK, now that the mystery
that was ticking us off is out
of the way, let's get to tho
meat and potatoes of this
1995 Maximn. Quiet is whnt
the new redesign provides —
minus the red ribbon, of
course.

The new Moxima is stil}
the same overall ]cngth and
width as [ast year's, but Llw
wheelbase has been
2 inches, duc to o smaller
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damping in the engino com-
partment and in koy arcas of
the car — like soft-mount
upper and lower shock
absorber mounts — make it
whisper-quict on the inside.
You don’t cven hear the
cagine running with the win.
dows rolled up tight.

And the ride and han-
dling rival the first Infinitis.
The rear struts have been
replaced by a multi-link
beam suspension packago
that provides wonderful ride
comfort due to minimum
cambor change during cor-
nering, and softer bushings,
springs and shocks.

Bocause of the new sus-
pension and ite compact
placement, there's a lorger
rear seat (over an inch more
leg room) and front and rear
head room is about a half
inch more ns well,

Exterior changes are evi-
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engine and auspenaion. More

dent in the first rodesign for
Maxima. Tho front has been
smoothod out and haa
rounder corners. Tho rear
deck has been lifted for o
more uggresaivo look,

On tho interior, thore’s
comfort all around. The
instrument panel is exactly
like Infiniti's — soft white
backlit numbors on an all-
black rcar, The needles aro
also a brighter white, making
instrumentation pleasing. It's
also analog all around. The
aswitches and controls are
plnced strategically and
placement of the sterco and
climnte controls aro easy to
reach and easicr to operato
than tho previoua-generation
Maxima.

This four-doar is spacioua
in the interior and tho doors
open wido for easy acceas.
The trunk area is larger than
most four-doors; bet you can
fit six bags of clubs back

The car tested had s
power driver's seat that I had
a herd time getting comfort-
able in. It was &l’imcult to

b o switch

highway.

On the safety sido, there) ;.
are dual air bags up front,’::

anti-lock brakes are stan- -
dnnl threo-point belts for all
d

are so far back on the sent
you havo to open the door to
make them work, You havo to
fiddlo around too much
bocauso it's not obvious what
ench of the two buttons do,
unless you got out and look
at them.

One more concern — this
cor crios out for a truck-
release latch. It's & shame to
have such spacious cargo and
have to open the trunk with a
key.

The 3.0-liter dual over-
head cam V-6 powerplant ia
650-percent lighter than the
provious- generation V.6, It's
a quiet engine that provides
180 horsepower and has
reapectable accoleration for
an automatic — 0-80 in 8.8
scconds. That's 2 seconds
quicker than the Maximn’s
provious engine.

Its redesign included
placing tho alternstor, air-
conditioning compressar and
power steering pump in
strategic arcas to reduce the
overall sizo of the engine.
This engine is also 80 percent
lower in surface roughneas
and friction.

It's smooth, it's quiet —
what more do you want?

The new Maxima gets
better gns milengo than
before, too, with the 5-speed
you'll see 22 mpg in the city,
27 on the highway; with the
4-.speed outomatic you'll get
21 in tho city and 28 on the

THEY WANT MIORE MONEY
FOR THEIR TRADE-INS. “A LOT MORE MONEY"
AVIS FORD GIVES MORE FOR EVERY TRADE-IN.

gera, child
safety door locks, enorgy-
absorbing steering column,
front and rear crumple zones

and it meots 1997 federal ~ *

sido impact standards.

With the new Maxima,
Nissan hopos to conquest
mostly Honda Accord, Toyo
Camry and current "Altim
owners who want to move up,

az well as current Maxima !’

owners. .

“Wo've incroased the
wheelbase, increased roomi-
ness and taken it up a notch |
on the luzury side,” said Earlt
Hesterberg, vice prosident

and general manager nf‘ :
"It'a a._;

Niosan Division.
responsible luxury sedan that

surpassea the high standarda ! .

of the current Maxima."
That's about right.

Anno Fracassa is senior edi- .

tor of Avanti NewaFeaturcs.

1985 Nissan Maxima
Vehiclo clana ., . .Luxury sedan
Engine...3.0-liter dua! over-
hend cam V-6
Mileage.
Wherebuilt......... Ji

If you'd like to see a particular
model tested or if you have @
car question, send Anne
Fracassa a meesage at AVANTI
1054, Avanti's America Online
mailbox. Or comment through
the Internet ot AVANTI1054 @
aol.com.

UYERS WANT? $

N 1994 OVER 2000 A, x, AND Z PLAN BUYERS
TRADED IN THEIR USED CARS AND TRUCKS AT AVIS FORD.

THE REASON CONTINUES TO BE THAT AVIS FORD GIVES
MORE MONEY ON EACH & EVERY TRADE-IN.

$ HAVE YOUR TRADE:IN APPRAISED AT AVIS FORD BEFORE YOU BUY §
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