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POINTS OF VIEW

Don’t trust the jury too far; it isn’t sacred -

o begin with, thore was nothing | against. Republicans abhor tho wa;

sacred about the Jury — certal oily tongued plaintiffs’ twl{t

ly nothing as eacred as Demo- | end manipulats the emotions of furors
crateand In the Michi 1tl-million-doll dl

Legislature make It appear.
Justioe O.W. Holmes Jr., In his clas-

sic The Common Low, traces the jury's
- origina to 12th Century England, the
tims of King Henry 11 and Robin Hood.
A trial by jury wea a new form of trisl:
*It was at first on inquaest of the nelgh-
bors most lkely to know about a
disputed matter of fact. Thoy spoke
from thelr own knowledge, but they
were selectod by an officer of the court
inatead of by the (ntercsted party, and
were In to be Impartial,” Profes-
sor Holmes wrote,

That's pretty practical, not what you
bear In the partlsan chambers of the
Stats Capltol these days,

“Let the jury decide,” say Demo-

d by the Michigan Trial

with one-third going to the plaintifl's -
counsel, of course. .

It's quito encther thing, however,
when the subject turns to capital pun-
{shment.

Here, as wo saw {n the House Judici-
ary Committoe in mid-July, Ropubli-
cans are willing to place the life of an
zccused in the hands of 12 people
whom they wouldn't trust to spend
$260,000 of Citizans Mutual’s roserves.
It is amazing that a party which
professcs to oppose big povernment
would give the blggest powss of all, the
power to snuff out human life, to an
i 1t agency of & t

Democrata, in contrast, voted
mlfuv.' bringing a capital punlshment

crats,
Lawyers Association, In tort cases,
they want juries to set the limits on
how much one may recover from a doc-
tot, corporetion or government — pref-
erably a aky-high limit.

“Gotta contain costs,” reply the Re-
publicans. They tike the figure

ta the House floor, This
time it was Domocrats who didn’t trust
juries, Chief reason secms to be that
juries sock it to black males much
harder than to white males, in propor-
tion to thelr numbers, in the threo doz-
en or more states that have legalized
the death penalty.

a0

2Ly i RIGHARD™ "
M Ropablicans are right
whan they arguso that jurics
need to be limited on the
omotional, szbjective
question of asscssing ‘pain
and suffering’ damages.
Domocrats are right when
thoy arguo that jerics
ought not to be aliowed to
condemn someone to

d sven if thelr arge.
mont s iaged with ant!-
whiio bles.

Republicans are right when they ar-
gue l.gatjur{u need to be limited on
the emotional, subjective question of
assessing “pain and suffering” dam-

oges.

Democrats are right when they argue
that juries ought not to be allowed to
condemn someone to death, even if
their argument is tinged with anti-
whita bias,

1 was impressed with the testimony
of Bugene G, Wanger, a Republican
from Lansing who served in the 1961-
62 Constitutional Convention. That

"y h for lenl n "

p n
their own cases, Somatimes therowass

dsliberate frame-up. in a iew cases, iho -

murder victims even tumed up alive;

and [n many others, thare was honestly - .

mistaken eyswitness identification.
“Hardly a month goes by without &
new cosa being discovered. Mors often

‘

the error is brought to light outsida the

formal cri:f\lgnj\udu process — by

good lu
Every time the death penalty s
brought up, it's aimad st the crime of

the moment. In the late 1960s, it was to :

was just after the era of Elsent be simod at rioters who killed m.p;.md.; ‘
and just during the rise of Romney, ts nhN'ﬁl:;% cu ,.m:: W-
when the Grand 01 Party madocon- | 2nts f the elderty. TEo curll FEmbs”
:il:];nbly more sense thet it does to- Kill multiple times or attempt to influ.

Wenger said socicty’s greater duty is
“1o protect the innocent.” He goes on:
“Par capital punishment has end will
costinus to occasionally exocuto the in-
nocent, for reatons which no procedur-
al or appeliate safeguards can prevent.
Mounting evidence shows this risk is
substantial, An examination of over
350 cazes of mistak iction for

ence government action by killing.

Wanger deplored it:

“House Joint Resolution N only
makes this risk of error worse because
the sensational trials are whero the
risk of error Is greatest.”

Holmes in 1881 bad it right: A jury s :
a useful tool, but it can’t be trusted too ¢

far, any more than one should trust &
D or Republican too far.

capital crimes {collected by Professors
Bedau and Radelet) shows why.

ﬁmRidmvdrrpomanthzlomlin;-

$260,000 foz non-sconomic damages, plications of state and regional evente.

also known as “pain end suffering.” as Ajuryisan erm of government. Jel- | ghould be *'chainsd by tho constitu. “The most common cause s per- His Touch-Tone voice mail number is

an upper limit for juries to bump ferson was fond of saying government tion.” jured testimony, often supplied by jail | (373) 953-2047, ext. 1881,

t LETTERS
About Edlsen of all our surrounding and involved Theso storms brought with them away os Kentucky and Maryland, they | sider. Undergrounding utilities in ex-
oammunlﬁlee. s N more than 11,000 lightning strikes that | workod around the clock in stifling hu- | lsting neighborhoods would meen teer-

y sincere thanks of apprecistion L F Hills | 4 d equi galo-force midity and record-breaking heat toget | ing up streets, sidewalks, driveways,  ©
g0 out to Detroit Edison for yot winds that caused massive troes to fall | us through this crisis safely and lawns, shrubs, patios and pools in or-
another miserable weekend in across our power lines. soundly. der to hook up every bome and busi-

total darkness without air conditioning | AbOUt cutages Unfortunately, no amount of troe During the past three years, ourcus- | ness.

or eloctricity, and total Joss of much {mming could have pi d the tomers have benefited from the $300- Detroit Edison's ideal would be for

costly food due to no refrigeration. © 8t Dotroit Edison know it kind of damage we experienced. By law, | million effort to improve scrvice relia- | no customer to be without service for

This condition is the third time sa
far this year, There is no possible
excuse for this total neglect by Edison
since thelra s a multi-trillion dollar
monopoly operstion, and the public is
:'l ?upﬂv- but unwilling money-paying

m.

, we are not completel

w was difficult, uncomfortable
and inconvenient for our cus-
tomers to be without electricity follow-
ing the severe series of storms that
swept through South Michi

we are permitted to trim na more than

10 foot on either alde of the wires.
Only cutting 50 foet or more on ei-

thor side could have made a dilference,

last week.
‘The devastation that hit our area
was wid d in spite of your editori-

However,
hetplesa. 1 am fod up enough and know
enough people in important positions
1o get petitions algned to force Edison
to do the proper, honest and cthical
thing as regardicg the good and honest,
taxpaylng, veting, hard-working people

From coercion to curves,
school suits boggle mind

al's description - “Powerless Peopls,”
July 20 — as “a few minutes of fury.”
Wa were not alone, Our neighbori

but the hetics of such clear-cutting
ble to

bility while at the zame time residen-
tial ratea were reduced 7 percent. The
result has been a nearly 50 percent re-
duction {n power cutages.

Som’n neighborhoods still suffer from

would, ] am sure, be

those of us living Farmington Hills"

scenic trea-shadad neighborboods.
More than 7,400 Detroit Edlson field

outages, and wo are working
to reaolve those problem arcas.
As for tho Observer's suggestivn to
bury the power llnlu. we have put lines
q H 14oneiol devel

and support poople respondod to the

utilities in Ghio also lost service to
about one-third of their customers es a
result of tho same serics of storms.

stonm y to protect the public
from downed lines and to restore ser-

D,
Joinod by 500 linemen from as far

g in all P
ments since 1970. But it is expensive
— about to 10 to 20 times more expen-
aive than overhead lines.

But there arv other reasons to con-

oven an hour.

As it was, the company is proud that
it was able to restore service at a faster
rato — nearly 100,000 customers per
day — than in an other similar storm
in its history.

Nevertheless, I want to aasure you
that we at Detroit Edizon will continue
to work harder to provide our custom-
era with the service they expect amd de-

serve.
Robert A. Dobkin, director,
Publle Information, Detroit Edison,
Farmington Hllls resident
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Answert It is obvious that education has ex-

fienced 8 doun | inl its, a8
has every otbor profession. Somo lawsuits are
legitimate but many cases bend my resson.
Without golng Loto any tawyer jokes, Jot's re-
view & couple examples and let you draw your
own conclualon.

Headlines In the locsl newspaper deacribod a
Lawsuit sgainst a middle school tescher for “hit-
ting and saricusly Injuring” & student. Accord-

K ro DoYdE .
student endlessly kept misbehaving in a first-
year teachet's middle schoo! math class and the
teacher lowered his grade. Question: Should a
“8"™ student’s ecadomic performance be low-

" Every Evergreen

Shrub & Pemggn

, Every Variotyl Every Srsi Ruge Sslectisni
3 Rag. 2.48 ts 200853 R

S

to the parents’ las 2, the boy was upon a eredton“C L of 1 > Buy 0ns &l requiar pce, got the 2nd of equal or &
ll:sdu, mldmmdw':;‘ by the teacher and do- classroom bebavior? & y, lesseyanmtor %ﬁg‘xw B

pieted the tescher as grabbing the bay and The court ruled in favor of the child, and d 87 Gargen m;:?mm A
(hrowing kit through & window. painfully, I support this declsion. Grodes : ; SRS S

_What played out was, the boy refused to gt shouldn't be ussd as weapons. . = 4 R $

down, and the teacher grabbed him by the shirt, Move the cbnaxious kid into coach Jones' i vy \ AR M N

whareupon the boy threw hia head back, strik-
ing the window.

math class. And follow up by helping the first-
yoar teacher davelop some aound classroom

" Classmoates supported the teacher. Tho case managemaent techalques.
was nettled out of court for thousands of doilars. Cate 2 - Grading studenta on a curva: A par
Why? So that the judge, caught up In the infl- ent eued b her collego fresh daugh

tite wisdom of our judiclal systam today, could

walve the sccusing student’s righta to sue agsin
ot he becarse an adult. That's justics in the

rocsived a “C” basod on a 92-percont average on
all her teats. The professor’s position was, “I
only give out five A's and five B'n; tha rest are

nEw Eoe. C's or lower. An A was probably 96 to 100 per-
icaum‘ummy.pplyl.hn"mumpuonof cent, the B 83 to 85 percent, and the C, 82 per-
k™ philosophy, especially in high school cent.
Although some universities put pressurs on
;Nmnmhmtifywpl&.mmm their professora to grode on & curve, this is real-
aepurDe thare are risks. thete are risks — 1y a malpeactics. Indeed, soma educational re-
2 {n major lawsuits. Parenta sought 84.5 mil. soarchers have renamed the bell-shaped curve b5
to the discrimination curve. R QUETE: 1%

sealnst 10 dofsndants in one school dis-
mMﬂMWJ ;i ineiod-
wero
dmmmmmumm.
football tackling machine whils under the direc-
thon of an oonch.
Y

g ohneriar .

Case 3 — Providing a classroom Jearning st
uation completaly diffsrent from the testing: It
is i hensibls to tost students on

totally
materiel that haan't boan covered in class or

assigned as ancillary rescarch.
Tmagine altting down to taks your social stud.
Tea test and erelng questions ragarding lnf
tion that hes Dever bean discussed o may be In
soms Axture chapler,

Teacher was found Innocent, too d1eult to

To ancwer your question, howevaz, the num-
bsr of lawsuits (n loca! echool districta haa ln-
ervased (n dirsct proportion to the numbec of
Leeryorn beleg pramnped out of our law schools.
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