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Revisiting the
bard’s work

hough 1 spent moat of my formative years
in Califarnia, I also spent a lot of time vis.
iting other people nnd plnces as well.

In Yarmouth and Londan | wandered the
streeta with o boy, named David, who knew peo-
ple with strange names like Pegotty. At Oxford,
& profeasor, who sccrctly called himaclf Lewls,
introdured me to Alice. In Yorkshire, friends
helped me plant a secret garden, and [ frequent-
1y boated on English conals with Ratty and Male.
Qnce, on the English coast, 1 even eaught the
smell of rum and atale nle at a place called the
Admiral Benbow [nn.

You've probably gucssed by now that the

tion to these locations was my imagi-

ration.

Like other children who read, I lived in many
places — o good portion of which wero in Eng-

. land. So, § feel very furtunate to have taken part,

! earlier this month, in o program that took me,
physically, to n place I had visited many times in
spirit.

Under the guspices of the English Depart-
ment of the Orchard Ridge Campus of Oakland
Community College, I was part of a group of stu-
dents who went to Great Britain, to take a

. course titled “Shakespeare in Performance.” This
was the first of o recently formed exchange pro-

. gram between OCC and Salihul) College in Eng-
land — a pregram that had its genesis in
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ly just that, memories.
That’s not true for Farm-
ington Hills resident Cul-
ver “Mnc" McCoy who was
able to relive those days by
taking a trip on a refur-
bishced flat-bottom support
ship, like the one he served
on during World War 1L
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Somo 50 years
soparated Culver
“Mac* McCoy's finn)
days as a World
War i serviceman
ond his recent voy-
ago along tho Pacif-
ic const aboard o restored Navy
veasel,

McCoy, a lengtime Farmington
area resident and retired business-
man, was among & handful of former
WWII seamen chosen as crew mem-
bers n couple of months ago for a
trip on a refurbished flat-bottom
support ship known aa an “LC1"—
or Landing Craft Infantry — owned
by Dr. Ralph Davis, a Californip
dentist.

Last spring, Davis and his hand-
plcked crew, who ranged in age from
68 to 73, sailed the ship from hia
home off the California coant to a
San Diego reunion for hundreds of
scamen who served on LCls duning
tho war.

McCay, who was ranked machin-
Ist first clnss, was one of 20 scrvice-
men sclected from sbout 240
applicants to man the LCI for tho
reunion. He credita the fact that ho's
8 *a Jovable guy.”

“1 cailed up Dr. Davis when I
heard he was looking for crow mem-
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Set sali Into past: Culver and Frances McCoy lool

k at a replica

real thing during World War 11

about do it,” McCoy said.

The men were aeparated into two
crews: ninc took the boat down to
San Dicgo and the remaining 11,
one being McCoy, wore on tho re-
tumn trip.

Once aboard the LCY, 50 years al-
ter Inat setting foot on such a vessel,
McCoy discovered ono thing was
just as he remembered it to be from
the 1940s: pulling the 12 to 4
watch.” It was o duty ho knew well
during the war.

*The world will change, the Navy
will change but ths 12 to 4 watch
will stay the same forever,” McCoy

trip “prubably mere than enyone
clue,” staying up in the ship's tower
whenover he could, reliving his
Navy days.

“The trip was absclutely great. 1
just loved it. Being back on the LCI
really gave me tho some feoling I
had during the war, We wero going
into 10 to 12 foot waves, averaging
about cight knots. We had porpoiscs
running with ua and all.

*And It was kind of funny, too,”
he aaid. “Out of the 11 of us who
wero on the trip back, there were
threo men who wore hoearing aids.
The reat of ua should have — avery
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of an LCI. McCoy sailed on t
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fifo, a senso of adventurs and an en-

thusiasm that seem to belio hia ago,
McCoy is making the most of the
found freedom that reti

has brought. L
In January, ho sold tho last of his
business, McCoy Inc., a supplicr of
exercise equipment. hcCoy started
out in Southficld and eventually os-
tablished stores in Cleveland and
Columbus, Ohio, as well as Novi,
The Novi store wes the last ta go, .
I worked hard (o get to this posi-
tion and now I want to capitalize on
jt." he said noting that he and one of
hin three grown children explored
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dinlogues between OCC's English Department bers and I told him, 'If you line up  said. “It's n long, tiring watch and  order was passed down three times,” Ireland earlier this year nlong with
all the 73-year-otd guys, I be inthe  alwnys will bo.” McCoy mused.
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