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‘Superstar’ wins with Jumpstart

“Jesus Christ Superstar,”8pm.

senior citizens and groups of 18 or
more, $13.50. Call Ticketmoster
{810) 645-0668 or (313) 425-5782.
Tickats oo quailable ot the door.
e—— dumpetart  The
Arta, a program
dovoted to intro-
duclng  high
school students
to the realm of
profesaional the-
ater, pools Oak-
land and Wayno
. munly".lll finest
SALLY. young talent for
DUBATS  its production of
——— “Jesus Christ
Superatar” (musle by Andrew
Lioyd Wobber, lyrics by Tim
Rice) at Claronceville High
8chool.

In keeplng with cur American
dit! d the tradition of this

M, foll.

the Arta-'rpmduction (;f “Jesus Christ Superstar.”

[ | REVIEW

particular muslcal, don’t be
surprised to find thoss offended
by the show outside formlng pick-
et lines of proteat.

“Superstar” is under the direc-
tion of Kent Dalian {who aleo por.
trayed Calsphias quits well). Ro-
garding pace, varicty in tho
show's tension, cffective use of
space, and details resulting in
dolicate manipulation of the audi-
once, Dallan does a fine job with
his first directorial offort.

Musical director Randolph D.
Blouse does a splendld job with
the solo work in the show, but
chorus work seems to Iack tight-
ness as far 8s enunciation and
clarity.

“Superstar™ {s based on the last
soven dayn of Jesus® life. Kirk
Mouser (s prime force In this
Jumpsetart production) portrays
Jesus® last seven days with a
beautiful and enchanting vaice.
Mouser's interpretation of “Geth-
scmane” is outstanding.

¢ 4o gl ing t

The youth of Oakland and
Wsyne countiea aro well-show-
cased Ip “Buperstar.”” Bometimes
“nice™ comes in the simplest
forme, bringing with it cozinesa
and warm fuzzies. Andrew Lioyd
Webber creatod one of the “al-
cest,” and one of the moat popu-
lar, tunes (n “Everythinga Al-
right”

Loca) youth talent Amy Law
delivers an cxcellent version of
this tune as Mary eno
comforts Jesus. Law s & stand-
out ectress perfectly capablo of
lcading the chorus in this Jand-
mark song. Law also shows tre.
mendous stage presence with the
ever-popular “I Don't Know How
To Love Him."

As the days go by, Jesus Is
brought before Pilate, played by
Sean Jenness, and Herod, played
by Dan Finnerty (both of New
York).

‘The scenes with Pilate are
somber or fwcr-pufﬁed as J‘eni

of

Jesus

past, Judas, Ia powerfully played
by Jumpstest's Danlel C. Cooney.
Tho title song was performed with
euthority, but other moments In
tha production (“Judas' Death”
and “Blood Money™) better show-
cased Cooney's talent and range.

ness takes fu
the atage with a stunning voice.
“King Herod's Song” provides
Webber's trademark unexpected
cotlic rellef as Finnerty two-stepa
with grand comedic style.
Stephanie Myre of Parmington
gives the audience a wonderful,

8 in a scene from Jumpstart

strong voloe In “Pilate’s Dream”
which propbecies Pilste's dilem-
ma to come.

The ahow's major dilemms,
however, was the unfortunate dis-
advantage of & truly atrocious
sound system that the actors had
to overcome. Many of the show's
subtletics and superb voloes were
lost; Jyrics wero alternately not
heard or sound blasted the audl-
ence out of ita peats.

Jumpstart The Ants brings to
life the age-old wisdom; il you
want to succeed or expand, sur-
round yourself with those a step
above your current surroundings.

Jumpstart The Arts does a fino
job [n doing just that. The ensem-
ble work is terrific; the choroogra-
phy (Susan Ancheta), capecially
for tho Tormentors, {s phenome-
nal. Thoe movement for “The
Temple” and “Superstar’ are ex-
cellent excrcises in concentration.

Highlighted gou!h: from our

well. Too bad more Jeads couldn’e
be filled by the young adults. As
this fa Jumpetar’s fimt produc-
tion, perhaps more leads will be
fitled by young local actors next
year.

Sally Dubats of Tyoy is an an
octress, director and teacher, who
teaches at community theolers in
the metropolitan area.
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GET JAZZED!
AT

Jury 27-30

JAZZFEST ‘95 PRESENTS:

THurspaY, Juty 27 7:30 pm
r‘“&(’% Kick off with Alexander
? ¥R .‘\é Zonijic in Shain Pork
PN :

Fripa, Juiy 28 7:00 & 9:30pm
Nnenna Freelon Trio
with Blue Note Saxophonist 5
Rick Margitza
SATURDAY, Juiy 29 7:00 & 9:30pm
Rayse Biggs &
Harvey Thompson

+.AND LOTS MORE!!!

) BIRMINGHAM JAZZFEST ‘95

TICKETS:
$20 AT THE COMMUNITY HOUSE - (810/644-5832)

OR THROUGH
TICKETMASTER OUTLETS - (810/645-6666)

Jozzfest ‘95 » July 27, 28, 29 & 30
The Community House # 380 S. Bates ® Birminghom
FOR FESTIVAL INFORMATION CALL: 810/433-FEST
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