R s e R

The Observer! THURSDAY, JuLY 27, 1895

Blitz °95: Way
to lend a hand

BB“WV RopriQue

Jackie Troutman has lived 2
bl Pl b

camp which cost her $100 for the
woek, and worked dally from sun
up to sun down, slds by side with

ifs in
Townshlp, ralslng four children to
adulthood, marrylng twice. She
escaped winter for scveral yoarw
with monthlong vacatlons in Ha.
wali. Now sho believes it's pay-
back time. )

“Anyone lucky enough to be
ablo to put groceries cn the table
and not have to work, I think we
owa something in return,” sald
Troutman.

At 66, she Is deeply Involved
with Hsbitat for Humanity, an
h ional group of vol
dedicated to providing housing for
people who might otherwise never
realizo tho dream of home owner-
ohip. Troutmen Is invoived In
campalgn development and pub-
licity for Blitz *05, the first Habi-
tat project that will result in the
constructlon of scveral new homes
in Detroft.

Supported by multi-denamina-
tiona! and multi-racial leadersbip
and perhaps best identificd by the
Involvement of former President
Jlmmy Carter, Habitat for Hu-
manity promotes partncrships be-
tween businesses and neighbor-
hoods, ‘The goal ls to eliminate
substandard housing, one house
at a time.

Troutman becameo invalved
with the organization after a dev-
astating burricane hit the
Hawalian Island of Ksual two
years ago, leaving thousanda

. bomeless,

" 1 had spent the month of Feb-
‘puary in Ksual for five consocu-
tive yoars. I had friends who were
residents of the [1land,” sho sald.

After Hurricsne Inlki hit, she
heard sbout Hebitat for Humani-

- ty's plan to build homes for dis-
placed victima,

*] thought this would bo & good
way to seo my friends and help,"
she ssld. “When I applied, I
thought (Habitat) would put me
in food service because of my
background in nutsition. 1 as-
sumed | was not golngtebson a
construction crew.”

Troutman flew to Hawall at her
own expente, stayed in & work

from Malno to Califor.
nla,

“Bocauso ] was mersly In my
60a, I got put on a construction
crow, The older poople handled
{ooi senvice and child care,” sho
sals

1 wound up painting houses. I
think people find thoy have more
akills than they realize.”

A widow aince 1920, Troutman
traveled alons to Hawall. In & col-
umn about her Kaual experionce,
she wrote “all (volunteers) wero
herdworkiog, ordinary folka. In
woek spent In the blazing tropieal
sun doing prubby, fatiguing work
1 never heard a complalnt or cross
word. If questioned, most sald [t
was o wey to lend o hand, be
neighborly.”

When Astrid Valdivieso of
Bloomfield Hills leamned her son,
Tom, like all Andover studenta,
had to perform 40 hours of com-
munily service as past of gradua-
tion requirenents, she wanted his
ch‘nlm to be something meaning-
ful.

1t led eventually to a total fami-
ly involvement with Habitat for
Humanity, Her daughter, Veroni.
ca, currently a junior, was part of
a group of 25 Andover students
who traveled to Mismi for a Habi-
tot project. Astrid sccompanied
the group. Her husband, Dr.
Manue) Yaldivieso, bead of hema-
tology end oncology at Harper
Hospital, will bo staffing first ald
for the Detroit bullding blitz in
August.

“Tom just finlahed the eummer
semester at MSU. 1 wanted him
10 get a part-time job. He axked to
volunteer with Hrbitat. He will
start with the pre-building thia
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Gotting It stralght: Astrid Valdivieso corrects a bent nail as Bridgette Mithouse provides a steadying hand ata

pre-fab site in Detroit in preparation for the Habitat for Humanity Blitz '95 scheduled for Aug. 6-11.

15 homes on Plainview in north-
west Detroit Aug. 6-11, five other
homes in the zrea aro already un-
dergolng rehabilitation.

“[t's making & hu'gv .lfn.pu:t on

week,” abe sald,

Astrid Valdivieso in bospitality
chalrwoman for the Detroit blite.

“My job is to recruit and sched-
ule over 1,000 volunteers,” sho
sald. “Volunteer applicants for
new construction jobs must make
a ﬁvc-d:y commitment and pay a

ec.
Besldes the new construction of

>

Not free, Habitat for
homes require ‘sweat equity’

City and suburban workers will

toil side by side next month to
make the of homs owper-
lhlpmmm-forlbbﬁmllfm-
ilisa,

The have long

owners
dreumed of owning a home, but
haven't boen abls to qualify for o
conventlonal mortgege. Enter
Habitat for Humanity,

The natlona) eation lu
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House work:  Above, Scot Norris checks a master list of
pre-fab projects. At right, Jackie Troutman of Plymouth
‘maneuvers an armload of two-by-fours through a door-
way at a pre-fab site in Detroit recently in preparation
for Blitz "95.

@ Basic qualifications
for homeowner selec.
tion are that tho faml-
1y raust be in need of
housiang, meet minl
mum incomo of $030
per month,

new construction of ann’ln thla

Humanity

the hbarhy
ald.

Thoso with leoa timo availsble
to comrait are still peeded to vol-
unteer.

“At least a full day it
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lot and threo mealr will ba served.

“Other services requlring at
feast a duy's commitment include
serving food, driving vans, check-
ing security badges, manning a
store selling Habitat hats and T-
ahlrts,

“In the office, we need help an-
swering phones and performing
general office worku.." she said.

field Hills busi

ment is noeded,” ahe said. *“This
means arriving at U of D Mercy at
6 am. to be bused to the con-
struction site until 6 or 7 p.m.
Cars will be in a secured parking

Scot Norris becamo involved with
Habitat when ane of the former
teacher's former students was ex-
ecutive director of the Metro De-
troit chapter.

“I guess I enjoy the physical
part of bullding things,”
Norris, an attorney and construc-
tion consultant.

“It's a means to help people
who are honestly trying to help
themselves, It's not a handout
program. The people who are the
most direct beneficiaries are in-
volved. And I think volunteers
take awny from Habitat as much
28 they bring”

Othker suburban volunteers in-
clude Joo Newland of Farmington
Hills, who is chalrman of the
steering committee; Robert Kiep-

inger of Birmingham, compaign

Dawn Hogan of Bloomficld Hilla
and Joann Lioyd and Melinda
Polk of Farmington Hills, on the
family selection committee.

Rick Wisz of Livonia serves on
the first aid committee; Deboreh

the finance/legnl committes and
site store; and Doug Andridge of
Livonia [s a transportation volun«
toer.

Many wmore volunteers are
neoded. For more information,
call (313} 273-4787.

1y must be (n nced of housing,
meet tolnimum income of $330
per month, complete 400 hours of
sweat equity, and provide a $500
down ent.

Families who purchase thelr
home at no profit to Habitat are
provided a no-lnterest land con-
tract, to be repaid over a 10- to 20-
yoar pariod, The terma of the
contract are comparabls to the
rental chatrges of homes in the

area for low- to

ton MM&:.M Redford
ship, Mich! and Wolverine

Other contrdbutors include
Pape Romanc's, t
Liveala

srogor  suparmerkels,
Bullding Matordals and the Uni-
venslty of Detrolt Mercy.

Baais foe

o quallfications baeae-
owpor nclection are that the feml-

neighborbood, end generally less
then dard pay-

ments.
Currently, the average H-b:ut

homeowner month! la
about $250, which includes taxes
and Insurancs,

Because the Habltat program
rellos on donations of materials,

by completion. The new
owner’s mortgege paymenta to
Habitat ere depoalted o a revelv.

ring, reg. $1800.
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Look for Crowley's 8-page
12-HOUA SALE bookiat in this paper...
You'll find Early Bird Speclals,
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