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By 8ruve KowALsxs
Brary Witsa

Declaion Consultants pitcher
Mike Borkowski dlda’t feel too
insplred afer letting Michigan
Honig's tako a 3-2 lcad in the top
of the weventh inning of Friday
night's Livonis Collegiate Base-
ball League first-round playofl

game.

But his splrits changed in &
hurry after heasing the cther end
of the DCI battery was positive.

*1 said, ‘We're golog to get you
two {runa) tight here and got you
the win,™ sald DCI catcher Brisn
Hicks (Gerdon City/Redford
Catholle Central), repeating tho

fon he had with Bor-
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kowaki it the dugout st Livenla's
Ford Field “And 1 told coach
(Mlke Georgo), “This is our game.”

The conversation proved to be
prophetic ws DCI rullled for two
runs in the battom of the seventh
to beat Honig's 4-3 and make
Botkowskl the winning pitcher.
Midseason addition Luke Boaner
pitched the final two innings to
carn the save.

The win moved DCL, the second
seed, into the winner's bracket of
the LCBL playoffs, which were
decided Sunday. See Thureday's
Observer for results of the Satur-
day and Sunday games.

Borkowski scattered five hits,
walked theve, struck out three and
altowed only one carmed run. DCI
had four errors behind the big
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right-hander {rom Eastorn Mich!-
gan University, Including & two-
out error an a grounder hit by
Jason Rlice that led to Honig's go-
ahead run in the seventh.

Andy Hood followed with a sin-
glo and tho next batter, Todd
Sweet, hit an 0-2 pltch for a single
to drive in Rice with the third
run.

“Mlke camo off the fleld upect
because he gave up an 0-2 hit (to
the ninth hitter)— he didn't say
anythlng about tho crror, and
that's a slgn of a mature pitchor,”
George aald. “The key was Mike
dldn't have great stuff, and wo
didn’t do & good job defensively,
but be pitched on guts.”

DCI started ito winning rally in
the bottum of the seventh with a
lead-off walk to Jeff McGavin.
Honlg's coech Ed Hood choae to
replace starting pitcher Joo Bailey
with Chria Hesse, and the first
batter he feced, Kurt Wilcxrynski
(Madonna University), sacrificed
McGavin to second base with a
bunt.,

Hicks slngled to center flcld to
drive in McGavin with the tying
run. Hicks went to third basson o
throwing error by tHesso on an at-
tempted plck-off move and came
home with the winning run on a
ainglo by Anron Jones.

Decision Consultants rally
in 7th, win playoff opener

Hicks, who sald ho has galned
confidenco at the plate tha last
weok and a half, also drove {n hls
team's flrst run with a sacrifics (ly
to score McGavin, who lod off the
gamo with a triple.

“The other DCI run came in the
slath after Greg Kiempsty dou-
bled with one out, went to third
on Josh Reeber's single, and
scored on o sacrifico fly by Doug
Gaughan.

Hicka also was tough dofenaive.
ly, throwing out two runners
trying to steal socond baso, and
tagging Dan Murphy out at home
plate in the first inning.

Hicks’ only chance to shine
since high school has been in the
LCBL, since he played only limlt-
«d time as a {reshman catcher et
Fastern Michigan University and
was red-shirted last spring at the
University of Toledo.

*All I've been doing the last
two years is bullpen catching, and
working on my blocks,” Hicks
sald. “I've been real rusty, This
has been o long time comlng.”

Bonner allowed the leadofl
batter to reach baso in both the
cighth and ninth innings, but nei.
ther runner reached second

Steve Homaberger walked to
lead off the eighth, but was
stranded sfer the next three
Uattera were reti

Rice singled to lcad off the
ninth, but was thrown out at sec.
ond trying to steal. The next two
batters went down swingiog.

LCBL all-star game gets the ax

By STrve Kowarskt
HTAYY WRITER

From an All.Star game at Tiger
Stadium to no gute at all.

[t's come to that for the Livonla
Collegiate Baseball Lesgue,
which for the first time in any.
one's memory won't shawesse an
all-star gamne in 1995,

Loogtime LCBL fans remem-
ber tha all-star games played
egainat the Detroit Adray League
at Tiger Stadium and sponsored
by Mike Adrsy, lats cwner of
Adssy Appliance.

‘The Detrolt league folded about
ive years sgo, canceling any fur-
ther sll-star games sgainst the
LCBL at Tiger Stadium.

The LCBL continued the all-
atar trudition, however, playing at
Ford Fleld against ths Cansdian
National Team in 1991, the Lans.
ing Teatn in ‘92 and 53 and last
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there will be no all-star gnme this
season,

Gray s getting tired of remind-
ing the LCBL coaches of some of
their duties, which include calting
in their reaults and statistics to
the Observer and nominaling
players for honars.,

The LCBL used to have an
LCBYL player of the week honor
called the *Perry Deakin Award.”
‘The award hasn't been given out
the past couple scesons, Gray
sxid, because coaches quit nomi-
nating players on e steady basia
Denkin, who ia deceased, was the
first director of the Livonis Adray
league.

“He wouldn't be & happy camnp-
er,” Gray ssid of Deakin, “Ama.
teur baseball wes his lifo and all-
star games to me sre & chance to
show off your kida’ talents to s lot
of ather people in the lesgue. I'm
3 inted In the entlre league.

year

But because the five coaches
failed to hand in ballots o LCBL
directors Gary Grsy and Lyle
Truds)l by the July 14 desdline,

We'vo had a2 much or more con-
troversy than most people can
take, and we still stand behind
this leegue. The problem s we

don't seem to get cooperation.”

“I blame every slngle coach,
and myself too, for not taking a
hard-line attitude toward an ail-
star game,” Hines Park cosch
Davo Carrall said.

The LCBL got off to a ahaky
start pgior to the season when
longtims member Walter's Appli-
ance chose to drop out of the
leaguc after not sgrecing with the
addition of two naw teams, Deci-
nion Consultanta Inc and Dear-
born Adray.

The regular scason ended on 8
bad note with Hines Park Lln-
coln-Mercury clinching first place
with the help of three forfeit victo-
ries in the last 10 days.

DCE cosch Mike George had a
sarcastic answer Sunday for Gor-
die Hutherford, father of Little
Caesars star Mark Ruthetford,
who was wondering when the all-
atar gume would be played.

“How can we have any all-star
games when we can't have any
regular garoes?” George maked.
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the kids waited (King) out. That
was the bigrest success we had.”

With the score tied 2-2 and the
bases loaded in the fourth inning.
Wayne had a chance to take the
lead but failed to capitalize ou an
ideal eltuation.

‘Two walks and an error loaded
the bases with one out, but Miller
sandwiched » palr of striksouts
around a bases-full puas to Jobn

Clendening.

“f thiak a base hit there really
would have broken the game open
for us,” Hamllton said

‘The Bluss got the go-ehead run
in the fith. King's first pitch of
the innleg hit Ghannam, who lat-
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er scored on the Morris buat.

‘The big sixth inning included
Justin Bright's (Weat Bloom[ield)
sactifice Ny, Ghannarm’s sulcide
squceze i RBI singlea from
Humphries and Morris.

“As deep aa thia team Iz, I don't
bellevs twa of three runs will beat
us,” Chris Ghannam sald, “If we
bold the other team to three or
leea, we foal wa're In good shape
with the speed and power in our
llpeup.”

Dan Falreblld and Eric Shpa-
koff had two hits esch for the

Bandits. Palrchlld acored the fint
Wayne run on ShpakofT's single.
In ita fint toumament game
Thursday, South: Farmington
mercied Hartland 16-1 with the
help of a three.zun hotner by Mor-
ris and two-run triple by Greg
5:}1 (Parmington/Catholic Cen-

).

Humphreys had three hits snd
three RBI, and he scornd three
runs, Bright hed two hits and
scoredd twice, and Adam Smerechi
g:‘m‘ ) had & iple and two

Miller and Ryan Cardonl
{Dearbomn) combined on & one-
hitter, Miller had sz strikeouts in
threw Inninge.
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