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Forgot for a
moment that
Kevin Costoer la
among the
screen's blandest
actors, Tell your-
solf thst plot
Isn't that lm-
portant In an oc-
tlon movis. Tilt
your head just
right, squint s
little with one
oye open and you
msy actually
have a good tlme at
“Waterwarld."

Long befare shooting conelud-
od, Hollywood insiders branded
the movir “Flsbtar” and “Kevin'a
Gats.” They reported on the bad
weather, ogo trips, and mauslve
script changos that pushed the
budget to $175 million, making it
by far the most erpensive movie
ever made,

Part of Costner's problem had
to do with his chamacter, The

JOHN
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Mariner, who fights for survival
in a world where melted polar lce
caps have covered the planet In
water, Costoer, who also serves as
co-producer, thought hin cold flsh

h would turn audl

‘_W;_ aterworld’ ﬁas thrills amid

H Long bofore shooting concluded, Hollywood
tnslders branded the movie “Flshtar” and
“iovin's Qate.” Thoy reportod on the bad
westher, ago irips, and massive script changes
that pushed tho budgot to $173 mlillion, making
It by ¢ar tho riozt expenclve movle aver mado.

off, so adds bita that make him &
more sensitive, 00a kind of guy.

You might say you're in troublo
when thoe first shot of the entire
film is Coatner’s posterior, even If
ho {» urinating into h dovice that
provides him with precious drink-
ing water. Amazingly, thero ere
none of thy bare butt shota that
audiences come to expect from a
Coatner plcture.

For the most
swashes and buckies effectively,
deftly operating hia Rubs Gold-
berg-style sailing ship whils fleo.
ing from the movie's jet ski-riding
villaina, callod Smakers. They're
led by Dennls Hopper, whooe eys

patch-wearing baldie o over-tho-
top even by his standards,

“Waterworld” is cesentially
“Med Mex” with the ocean stand.
Ing in for the Australian outback,
Visually [t baa a limited paletts of
muted browns and blues (when
tho weather cooperstad) that can
grow pretty dull after while.

Diroctor Kevin Reynolds offers
swoeplng shots of The Mariner
surveying the horizon high above
the maat, but doesa't hold our in-
terest during the slower sccnes.
Had ho stuck to his guns {or bet-
ter yet hired another actor} Thoe
Mariner could have been ean ac-

Comedy/adventure: Captain Sam Cahill (Danny G
Montognard villogers of Dak Nhe, Vietnam, to rep
an upcoming ceremonial ritua

“Operation Dumbo Drop”.

lover, left) has made @ promise to the
lace their prized elephant in time for
1. Along with a reluctant Green Beret contingent in

tion Kero to contend with, silent
and steely-eyod ke Clint East-
wood end without all the muah.

Fortunately much of the budget
went into the action sequences,
soran of which ore astounding. At
first his shipmates don’t under.
stand why the Mariner drage be-
hind the boat with a harpoon gun
untf! a monster fish takes a gulp
at him and ho blasts it from the
inaide.

The Mariner has webbed foct
and gills bebind his ears, allowing
him to swim like a dolphin and
bresthe underwater. In one of the
movie's few romantic moments

that isn’t incredibly corny, ke pro-

videsthe beroine with underwater
th.L th while 8 k .

bulletawhisby. -

ARer the liberating effect of
Linda Hamilton in the “Termina-
tor” movies, it's hard to watch &
heroine who just sits there while
the guy does all the work. The
main reazon for Helen (Jeanne
Trippleborn) and her young
charge Enola (Tina Msjorino) 1s
to soften the per and create &
post-nuclear family,

If Hopper hasn't chewnd up all
the scenery, you can savor the de-
talls, like The Mariocr's gadgets
and treasures (peper is a valuable
commodity [n the waterzoaked fu-
ture) or the rusted bull of the
Exxon Valdez whero the Smokers
make camp. In slower scenes you
can take In the costumes, which
appear fashloned from fish akins
or castaway rubber.

Anather clever bit occurs even
before the credits roll, as the Uni.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Keovin Costnor

versal Jogo (tho earth s soen from
space) trenaforms into ® world of
water.

Though hardly worth 176 mil,
this might be worth the price of
on. On a bhot

soen most
in. “Watetworld's” fine.

OPENING
FRIDAY,
AUG. 4

» "VIRTLOHTY
A futunistic twider sct in Los Angeics
about an exn-cop with 8 tortured pest
who hunts & COmpULer -

5 Coma 10 1M with thel Indvidul
problems. Stars Dardet Stem. Ratad G-
13.

SOMETHING TO TALX ABOUT™
A ttory of hvee Sonerztions of womon

i 3 Sovthem nod o A KK DN KING ARTHUR'
Telationshigs With the men in tholr A famity ndvorture about 8 §4-year-oki
bves. Stars Aka Roberts, Quakd,  Southern oy who findis him-
Robert Duvad, Kyra Sedigwick and Gena telf transportad back I tme to eedi-
Rowtands. R oval Camoir. Stavs Thomas lan Hicho-
ta3, Joss Ackiand and
OPENING
FRIDAY
AVUCG. 11
=« “A WALK I THE CLOUDS"™
« “DANGEROUS MIXDS"™ A taio of comance, tarndy mnd
A Orama based on the real-e expert- sbout @ young retiming (1 who
ences of ex-Manne oftes @ Chance encourtar, 8groes 1o
who left behing 10 years ¥ the service pose &3 & young wornan’s husbend,
become an iNNoF city school Bnd hoip er fac hor Comineerning
teachor, Stars Mchele r, Goorgo yard owner tather, Stars Kapru Roeves,
Daunda, Courtney B. Vance snd Robin Altana Sanchez Giyan, Arthony
Bartiett. Ratad B and Gisnninl, Rates PG-13.
A sampling of what's playing at  5¢ the attention of last year's Os-
allemative movie theaters across ¢, this fascinating, disturbing
metro Detroit 85 reviewed by portrait of cult cartoonist Robert
John Monaghan. Cruml:‘rdzﬁu all mm. bi-
rector Terry Zwigo! .7
O DETROIT FILR THEATRE, friend of the reclusive Crumb for
6200 Woodward, Detroit. Call years, yet he doesn’t et his obvi-

313-833-2323 for information. ($5;
$4 students)

“Crumb” (USA - 1994). Avg. 4-
6 tcall for showtimes). Another
amatring documentary that didn't

ous respect keep him from explor-
ing the artist’s troubling darkside.
The most unforgettable moments
occur during interviews with
Crumb's disturbed brothers.

COLORFUL,

AN N

‘A SUCCESS! GLORIOUSLY
A LANDMARK FEAT”

- Janct Muke, THE NEW YORK TIMES
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- Peest Traver ROLLING STONE
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“PURE DISNEY MAGIC!

“DISNEY'S DONE IT AGAIN.
IT's DAZZLING &
WILDLY ENTERTAINING.

ITSAFLM

FIVE TONS OF Bfessp FUN!

‘A FILM THAT EARNS A
PLACE OF HONOR AMONG
DISNEY’S FILM STUNNERS!”

- Richard Corbon, TIME MAGAZINE

YOU HAVE TO SEE!”

~Jod Siegel. GOOD MORNING AMERICA

“TwO THUMBS UPY’

- SISKEL & E8ERT
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