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Abusiness, too: The Norwegia

n consul, Norval Engelsen, also operates a picture framing business.

CQRSUIatQ from page 14

Skill In framing

80 he warkoed for Hudson's In
Detroit In the art department.
He put his skill of framing ple-
tures to good use, and would [at-
er comblne hls sccounting and
framing cxperience into a career
as a frame wholesaler and dis-
tributor.

For the past 12 years, Engel-
sen has run his buslness from

Then in 1979, Eogelsen was
named honoresy consu) of Nor-
way f{or the Stato of Michigan.

“There's the appointment
from the King (Hasrcld),” he
says, poloting proudly to the
document on the wall.

other minor expenses, the post is
voluntary. Engelsen's office
walla on Crestviow Court ars full
of nymbola of his native Norway.
Thers in the bronze creat of Noz-
way, the print of the famous liner

gelnens, across tho Atlantic,

“But ln my beart,” he says
patting himself on the left side of
his chost, “I'm Ametican.”

His thres children (two Ameri-
cans end ono Norwegian) have
gown up in this country. But
with their strong ties to tbe
Scandanavian land, the Engel-
ens roturn each year to a bouse
they own near his hometown of
md for which the New Jersey

tyfs
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Norwegians in U.8,

Other than some travel and Many

lf‘ u,u mumnl_. l:ynlty soomms

two countries that epeak differ-
ent languages, It is not a problem
to Engeleen's way of thinking.

“] don't think people realize

bers,” b says.

Engelsen enys ho contemplstes
bocoming a US. ditizen, but
llkes belping peopls through tha

Roysl Norwogian Consulate in
his offics. He must go through
the lldYu%rom-:i:xl aﬂx_uu!'ltu in

p.C.

“A lot of the people who come
to me aro dealing with eatates,”
bo says. “I was busy when I took
this job. But I'vo never regretted
it. I've been able to help people,
and [t's boen very rewarding.”

Altbough s few No
have sought his belp to move
bero and some 200 Americans,
moatly experts (n a particular
field, have emigrated from here
to Norway, most of his work hes
been to belp peoplo with estates.

Help with estates

Often, U8, citizens with rela-
tives in Norway have died and
left money or property to somo-
one mcross the Atlantic. And
once In awhils, there is the case
where somecne in Norway hos
died and left an estats to a US.

citizen.

“We rocently had a man from
Norway leave a quaster of a mil-
licn dollsrs to his daughter, who
lives bere,” he says.

The woman had moved to
Grand Rapids from the Detrolt
ares, had lost ber husband in a
fatal car accident and was desti-
tuta with two young children.

“She had to come bere on a
bus,” he eays. “But she left in a
now car.”

And Engelsen, who doesn't
ook €8, retainn his Viking ac-
cent.

“In fact, when I come back
from Norway, my kids can tell by
my accent,” ho says. “But when 1
go to Norway, I'd ask for some-
thing in Norwegian and tho clerk
will answer {n English. Then I'd
finally ask why she was answer-
ing in English and she'd say, ‘be-
cause you gro American,’ "

Norwegizns enjoy & high atan-
dard of living with very low un-
employment, in part because of
their north Atlantic oil and gas
resourcea, The west coast, whero
Engelsen grew up and owns a
house, has the Gulf Streawm to
koep winter temperatures mild.

“When | first came to Detroit,
1 bad to buy an overcoat,” he
says. “That's something | never
had in Norway. § wes very cold.”

For the mountainoua Interior
and north, the country is more of
what Americans would expect of
a northern latitude — Jota of
snow and cold.

Engelsen will be maving bis
company to larger digs in Novi,
and says be'll take the consulate
with him.

“I am used to American ways,”
he eays. “I go fishing in Florida
and 1 don't llke the cold. I've
been able to do everything here
that I could at home except play
?ooqer. and now that is chang.
ng."

# ‘Thera are 4.1 miillon poopie In ﬂoniay,

and thoro are about the same mumbor of

:acond and third-gencration Korwoglans
ore.’

Norval Engelsen

Norway'sman: “But in my heart, I'm an American,”
says Norval Engelsen, the Norwegian consul.
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Survey results: Residents
want restaurants, stores

By Laxny O'CoNnon
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Restaursnts, pewastands and
stores — residents want mote., . .
In downtown Farmington.

That's the glst of what poopls
would liks to see on Grand River,
f to an informal IWBG.-Y

A

Plymouth end Northville, and
said Farmington should do more
to emulate those dowmntowna.

“We have the facilities,” aald
one respondent. “Why don't we
El.m: our downtown to resemble &

by the D
velopment Authority through the
FParmington Obaerver.

varled among those

" who wrote In.

: iag to the

Some whers ops-word Tre-
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downtown area {n reccot ysars to

- Hills teen survives dog’s attack

caesensseseans

R ‘You by a seml t0
hoel , eot to drive
to chexch, This do

or Northville, or
Plymouth or Brighton or Wil-
larnston?”

1

DDA officiala wers pleased with
the numbser of responzes. They've
heard somse of the suggestions be-

fore,

As for the presence of chaln
stores, DDA officials said there is
a teed for a retall mix for down-
tmllnmrvln!:(ndny‘omo-

28857 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD

CHECK OUT OUR PROGRAM

A

School of Dance

Morning, Afternoon
and Evening Classes

Pre-Scho

FARMINGTON HILLS, M} 48334

Beginner thru Advanced

ol thru Aduilt

ALANA CANVASSER
EMILY DOVITZ
ALEXA FELOMAN
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SOCCVEAR SCHOLARSHIP WINNE!

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!!
TMICHELLE MILLARD
EVAN SALAMA
RACHEL WINKLER

LIA GIOVANNI
JENNY GOULD
JULIE JONAS

RS1H

AMY FIRUK  COURTNEY MILLER

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL
CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 11

. CALL NOW 553-0305




