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SMART wins praise, has ‘continuation’ budget

BY Tix RicARD
HTAYY WriTER

'S.\MR’I‘. the suburban bus ser-
vice, won peaise for plans to shift
to staaller buses from members of
the Southeast Michigan Council
of Grernments executive com-
mittee.

_Otherwise, thern was little “re-
view and comment” as SEMCOG,
# seven-county regional planni

ago

“It'a really a continuatlon
budget,” SMART etaffer Jim
O'Shea told SEMCOG delegates
July 23, but with one blg differ-
ence: Past budgets had used red
ink; this one anticipetes a 35 mil-
lion surplus.

Voters in most suburban
Wayne, Oakland end Macomb
County itiea during May

oy, casually scanned the
$59.3 million budget of an agency
that was dying just six months

and June approved a one-thind.
mill property tax hike to pump
$16.4 million into the ailing

SMART aystem.

The SMART budget for fiscal
1996, which begun July 1, will be
38 millicn greater than the prior
year, however, because some fed-
eral and atate funds aro drying
up
“We're reaponding to criticlsms
we bheard during the campaign,”
0’'Shea waid. “Wo're purchasing n
lot of smaller buses, and we're
making many esst-weal touts
changes. The changes will come
by fall oz Januery.

“Probably in two months, tho
SMART board will approve =
revised budget,” ho sald.

Barbara Moorbouse, a delegate-
at-large representing the League
of Women Voters, asked whethor
any communities that had opted
out of the SMART millage vote
hed changed their minds and
wanted to opt in.

“Yes,” sald O'Shen. “Bloom-
field Hills, which had been (on)
our line-haul routes, plans to hold
an clection in November to ap-

prove the millage.”

SMARTs $59 million in rave-
nue will come from: federal aid,
$4.4 milllon; atate ald, $24.6 wil-
lion; property taxcs, $16.4 sallllon;
Ilne-haul operating revenus, $74
million; paratranait operating rov-
enue, $2.1 million; and reatrl
revenue, $3.9 million.

1ts $53.8 milllon spending will
guchielly to:
@ Line-haul
willlon.

$31.3

opetations,

@ Paratranslt, $9.4 million.

8 Generud  administration,
milllon.

B Bus purchase for coordinated
service, $68,000.

SMART atands for Suburban
Moblity Authority for Regional
Transportation. Its board mem-
bers nre appointed by tri-county
officials. Its opersting area ex-
cludes tho city of Detrolt, which
has a separate bus system.
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