sport utility
- redefines
luxury

What's tho difference
between a minivan and a
wport-utility vehicle?

. The minivan has juice
box holders.

: =°If you'ré someone who
trefuses to buy a boring,
functional minivan to haul
your family around town,
take a look at tho sporty,
rugged, fun-to-drive .

— and, yes, functional —
1995 Mitsubishi Montero.

- The Montero sits high
ofT the ground ... as o power-
ful sport utility should.
Venture to say you could
find yourself in 3 feot of
mud and muck and prcba-
bly still pull the Alontero
through it.

No mistaking this sport
ptility can do it, cither; it's
got, Mitsubishi's own Active
Trac_4WD .system. that
allows shift on the fly at
speeds of up to 62 milea per
bour. That means you can
shift from 2-wheel-drive to
4-whoel-drive (both high
v
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and Jow) by little more than
shifting o floor-mounted
lever.

You could also use the
all-wheel-drive mode (4H)

all the time, on any road
surface. There is a caveat in
the owner's manual howev-
er, that continuous use of
4H may cause quicker wear
and tear on the 4\WD sys.
tom as well ns premature
wear on the tires.

Mondny, July 31, 1996 Q&K

Montero’s synchronized
clutch leta the front differ-
entia) freewheel, providing
optimum fuel cconomy. That
means keep it in 2WD and
you'll get good mileage. And
that's really what you want
in o vehicle this big.

Esntimated gas mileage
is 18 mpg in the city and 25
cn the highway. Not bad for
what amounts to a large
truck.

The Montero easily fits
seven people seated in all
positions. It accommodntes
four large adults (that
means infant and toddler
seaty arc a snap to use and
in a pinch another kid could
fit between them) in the for.
waord leather seats. The
front scats are buckets, but
the second set are bench
scats with enough room,

In the 2WD mode, the
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realistically, for three peo-
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In back of those are two
basic scats — complete with
belts for two other passen-
gers, Those scats are casily
removable, or can fold down,
for increased cargo space,
which is a more practical
use.

The Montecro is available
in two trim Ievels: The basic
LS and tho luxurious SR,
which was tesated.

The Montero LS is out-
fitted with a now 3.0-liter
single overhead cam 24.
valve engine that provides
177 horscpower (168 horse-
power in California). The
SR is equipped with 2 pow-
orful 3.5-liter double over-
head cam V-8 engine intro-
duced last year. That engine
provides 214 horscs.

A four-speed automatic
transmission is standard on
both ‘models. Thero are
three sottings on the trans-
mission that can fit a vari-
oty of driving moods —
power, normal and held,
Power increases rpms dur-
ing gear shifting, and hold
is for low-traction surfaces
liko ico, mud and snow.’

- Instrumentation is easy
to read and provides much
more information than you
reatly nced — but it's really
neat — like, il gusge, com-
pass, voltimeter and outside
temperature readouts.
‘Thoso sit well with the ana-
log clock. There are even a
couple of 12-volt auxillary

outlets in the front and rear .

of the vehicle.

And just in case you run
into any trouble, the
Montero has a portable
emergency lamp and a
cargo tool box with o flash.
light. =~ _ .

Montero LS and SR are
both equipped with four-
wheel power disc brakes.
ABS is an option. Standard
on the LS is a driver's-side
airbag, adjustable driver's
ond passenger’s shoulder
belts, air conditioning,
remote koyleas entry, power
windows and door locks,
cruise control, AM/FM cas-
seotto storeo, power-asoist
stoering, 16-inch H-rated

tires mated to alloy.wheels, -

a full-sizo spare tire with
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lock, spare tire cover, bea
lamp washera, leathd®-
wrapped steering whod},
power sunroof, rear windaw
wiper/washer/defroster nnﬂ
child door locks.

The SR model addm
warm and cozy leather nbﬂ
wood trim pnckagc
adjustable shock nbsarbca
and chrome wheels,

Whew! That'’s a lnt-d'
stuff on a 4WD, maybe moyoe.
than you'll ever need, It all’
comes with a mighty pris-:
etag of $34,625 base on the
LS; tho S8R is $38,171. =

Yep, it's expensive. Bit:
the Montero has Lexus-like
comfort, ruggedness of*
4WD and versatility of:a;
minivan or pickup truck.ﬂf \
you can afford it, it's worQ:‘
the money. .

Anno Fracassa is senior odi- |
tor of Avanti NewaF‘cnturcm H

1695 Mitsubishi Montero sn :

Mileage .
Where bu.l.l
Base price .

18 city /25 hﬂ

If you'd like to soe apamcu.
lar model tested or if you °3
have a car question, send = =
Anne Fracassa g mesage ak‘-" :
AVANTY 1054, Avanti’s :
America Online mailbox
.Or comment through the =
Internet at
AVANTI1054@aol.com

i

S0

DE SELLERS SELLS FOR LESS!l

- SIZZLING SAVINGS
Y A

BHAND WEW 1095 FORD

ASPIRE

S P R P

m-nnuum-mmn-
YOPKe I K9 F30HVe Ak BA'

' .-,DEAN fSELLEns FOR

o 643-7500

lm-ﬂlm . Bll'l’ smmu

1995 FOBD TIAHA

VAN CORVERSICN!




