The Observer/ THURSDAY, AugusT 3, 19856

U.S. Ambassador to Canada and former Gov. James

Blanchard and wife Janet pay final respects to George

Romney.

Romney leaves bold legacy, say politicians

-

V.S, Sen. Spencer Abraham (center), atate Sen. Dick

BYPAT MurPnY
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As Governor-elect Joha M. En-
ger was about to b insuguratod
into office, an 82-year-old man

-

and the last “great lion.”

Some talked about the former
governor as part of the §0-minute
service. Others rocalled thelr ex-

shook hin kand firmly and offered
words of wisd Wb you
do, always be bold.”

The man offering that advice
was George W. Homney, who
kneow samething ebout being bold,
Eogler recalled Mundn.kv as the

! in small groups or pr-
vately to the dozens of news agen-
cies on hend to cover the funeral.

Bouthfleld Msyor Donald F.
Fracssal, for example, sald Rom-
ney showsd great Jeadership and
bold in the 1 of I-

{former auto
governor and presidentinl cabinet
member was oul st the
Church of Jesun Christ of Latter
Day Saints in Bloomfield Hills.
Romney, 88, died late last woek
while exercising on his treadmlll,
Romney belioved In boldness,
accordipg to many of tho 1,200
friends and admirers who gath-
ered to pay last respects to the

Posthumus {left), R-Alto, and an unidentificd man, re-

member the Romney legacy.

F“ne?al from page 1A

696,

‘Fhe froewny — which now ban-
dles thousands of vehicles dally
— waa mired in political blcker.
ing and property acqulsition
dlsputes when Romncy was gov-
emor and he was a city council-

Fracassl.

man, recall
“But he tock aver,” the mayor
sald, “He'd get overybody in a

| Staff photos
by Stephen Cantroil

Financier Max Flsher of
Farmington Hills was a po-
litical ally of George Rom-
ney in the Republican Par-
ty.

Romney's public and personal
life. *“That's remarkable.”

Hut speaker alter speaker dur-
ing the 90-minute service —
planned by Romney blmsell —
talked sbout, or aliuded to, the
tave within the femlly and the in-
fuence it had on their lives.

When her mother wan (I, ro.
called Jane NMomney, zn actroes
trom Los Angeles, hee fathet gave
soup to nourish her bady and
and

H11d,

when she strayed politically, Jane
Romney recall

“He didn't mind that | was &
Democrat,” she said.

“Ho even leaked to the press
that I was supporting Jerry
Brown,” she sald, speaking of the
former Californi governor during
the 1992 presidential primary.
*He fust wantad me to bo

tisen.”
Scott Romney, a Birmingham
I.awy'r, r:ull'd scelng his parents

prayers for hat soul.

He d his
grandchildern with practical ad-
vice, tpirtual guidanco sad per.
sana) encouragrment, she asid,

: Har father even supported her

parenta — when she wea 16 years
old, recalled ex-daugthes-in-law
Ronna Romney, now a talk show
host and candidate for U.S. scna-
tor in Michigsn,

Although not officially part of
the funeral, Ronna Romney pri-
valely told reporters of the love
between Lenors and George and
within the family.

She was 15 years old, said Ron-
na, “and he felf madly in love.™ It
took him almost seven years, but
George finally talked her into
marrylng him, Ronna said.
*Lenore waa considering a movie
contract {in the silent movies) at
the time, but she gave that up.”

Ancther son — Mitt, for whom
George Romney campaigned in

Massachusetis
nedy — remembered how the fove
betwaen bls L
throughout tho family and char’
actarized theie dealings with other
people.

He often cooked dinner and
msade bomemade ice croam for
family on Sundays, recalled Jobn
Engler. “Never mind that it was
upunlly the same dinner,"
qul; the . “He really

for bla family.”

Mourners_were invited to
memorlallze Romney's death with
a gl to the church, the Polnta of
Light Foundation (In which Rom-
:{m.ﬁln).ﬂlﬂtbﬂrlml

unteer organization.

But Mitt suggrated
s fonery
10 rememn-

arenta apread

room and wouldn't let us out un-
til wo agreed on something. 1696
would not have boen built with-
out Romney.”

Former Gov. William G. Millik-
en, who was Romaey’s licutenant
governor for four years, od
one stroke of his boldness that
put Michigan government on sol-
id financia} ground but sngered
many of Michigan's conserva-
tives: Enacting the stats income
tax.

“People eventuslly forgave
him," said Milllken, who consid-
ered Rompoy his mentor, “They
forgave him because they came to
ruilm the income taz was need-

Former Berkley Mayor George
W. Kuhn, now the Oakland Coun-
ty Drain Commlsaloner, remem-
bered Romney speatheading an-
other tax meesure — this one very
popular with suburbanites.

*“That was when Detroit enact-
od [ta municipal income tax,” sal
Kuhn. “Both (Detroit) residents
and nonresidents wero to pay 1
percent of their income to the
cty.”

Romney, as governor, lead the
way in reducing the ponresident
portion to one-half of 1 percent,
said Kuhn., “He saved the people

Sohn Engler and wife Siichelle

George Kuhn

of Oakland County thousands of
dollar.”

U.S. Rep. Sander Levin, & state
aenator in the 1960a when Rom-
ney was meking bis mark, used
one word to describe him: “Formi-

Dick Headleo

ing with Romney to bring Christ-
mas to Americen service per-
sonnel in Vietaam. That was just
one of the ways he demonstrated
concern for his fellow human be-
ings, said Headlee, who is retired
from his Parmi Hills insur-

dable. Romney was f
in politics and formidable [n hia
persona) convictions, he said.
Richard Hesdlee, autbor of the
constitional amendment to limit
property taxes, remembered work-

ance company and now lives in
tah.

“All my memories of Romney
are very pleasant,” be said. “He
was a grest man.”
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Men's Suits, Sportcoats & Trousers

Take an additional 40% off

already reduced prices
for a total savings of 55% off*

Also 50% to 60%" savings on
selections of women's apparel i
throughout the store.

No adjustments fo prior purchases, Sale ends August 6.
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