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For those who
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perent’s  night.
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random violence,

casual g use,
and unprotected sox.

In this really tho )lfestyle of
cholce for kids on the atrects of
New York and elsewhers? No
dou

Do we really neod to soe a film
about 1t? That depends.

“Kida" opens with 16-year-old
Telly (Loo Fitzpatrick) attempt.
ing to deflower onc in & long line
of virgins, He tums on the charm,
tells the nervous girl to trust him,
then bursta out the door minutes
leter to brag to bls frienda.

‘The reat of the movie charts a
day n the life of Telly and com-
pany vn a hot summer day. It
shows them beating up a atranger
in the park, breaklng into a pool,
partying at trashed Manh

j Pareilts must decide apprdp

REVIEW

or at the

raves. N
Mesnwhile, Telly's on the

prowl for another virgln, the 13-

year-old sister of a friend.

Photographer Larry Clark, who
makes his film debut with
“Kids," probably approsched this
low-budget movle with good In-
tentions. Ho and 19-year-old
screenwriter Harmony Korine
have created a documentary-style
a\u‘fonuy tale where kids run
wil

Clark’s band of Inexperienced
actors won't win any Oscars, but
they have a realness about them
that tranacends the slurred lines
and jerky camera work. And un-

like movies where 20.year-olds
play teens, these kids really Jook
thelr ages: 12to0 16,

Fitzpatrick’s gawky Telly epito-
mizes shallow, self-centersd, hor-
mone-driven adolescence better
than anyone on film. Chloe Sevig-
ny's Jennie offers a glimpeo of
compassion and maturity in the
film, though she Is ultimately
doomed by the AIDS virua.

Parenta and other adulta have
only a limited place in thess kids'
llves. A quick scene with Telly's
mom shows that she has abso-
lutely no control over her son
while another with & cab driver
who sitempts to communicate

Fxcatsuan Fiuas

with Jennio is one of the most
forced in the film.

Some scenes reslly work in
“Kids,” which is at tho core just
an aver-the-top After Schoo! Spe-
cial, In one, the mavie cross-cuts
between boys and girls for their
unccnsored views on sex.

Though the movie stops shart
of full frontal nudity, the grophic
sexual sltuations in “Kids” make
you question tho use of such
young sctors, Here Clark, whose
work has long focused on street
kida, walks the thin line between
realist and child pornographer.

Unhappy with the MPAA's de.
cision to brand the film NC.17
(no one under 17 sdmitted), the
movie's distributors have released
it without a rating. This mcans

s ’
of Kids
Cautionary
tole: Yahira
Peguero (left)
and Leo

Fitzpatrick
in Larry

thet minors must be sccompanied
Ly an adult or legal guardian, a
rule which will most likely bo en-
forced in its exclusive run at Roy-
al Osk's Main Art Theatre.

And if it forcea some dialogue
between real kids and their par-
cnta, this might be good. While
Chicago critic Gene Siskel be-
licves that everyone 16 and over
should see “Kids,” ultimately it's
the parents who will decide to
give the movie thumbs up or
down.

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at §91-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia
48150,

ftinge o

T Ar SLwa Sy

« af ._ﬂ]

Sagal,
€000 FOLMIXS ANTRXA

i A.n\('*.AMERI(ANA wisl

“Total
family adventure, Loads of funt”
« Jofroy Lysas, SHEAX PESYEWS

“A wonderful, “Go see the
family film1” elephant fiyl”
-jod = Cary fraskiin, KLOATY

}\“Funny and
“Blg and 1 runny
lovable. Eight © charming,
tons of funt? soars to new
= ok fRramm, LA DARY MIWD hel O! funo
“A wonderful, . 1loved it3"
unique and totally
enjoyable family “The Disney magic
exgperiencel” _strikes againl”)
« Punt Wender, WEM RASR - - Platt Lrcs,
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"VISUALLY CAPTIVATING!"

- Janet Mastiy, THE NEW YORX TWES

“TWO THUMBS Up!”

-~ SIS & E2XCRT

¢ SOUTHRIELD LITY | AMC SQUTHLAND 4- |

AMC O1D ORCHARD - ATY -
[A-CSTERUNG TR 10 | s WODDS & [P NOVI TOWR |
[~ ricawest. - | sHowexStousont | showcastirzet |
|

|- STAR ot PAK ¢ STAR wincHisTIRS | °
| [catL o 77-LRT730 SUNILAE TOX TREATAES & SHOWTINES |

Ll
“aon




