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AP NEWSIRATURES

How do you know a movio {s In
trouble? When [t opens with &
pulfy Ken Howard talking Into ¢
cetlular phone, muttering, “8Bo
this is really reallty?” and then
committing sulcide becsuzs he's
been diagnosed with A1DS,

That's bhow Irwin Winkler's
“The Net”" starts out. We hler
learn thot Howard, a congre
man, didn't really bave AIDS. lll-

records wero changed by the
(vrvn behind & nefarious schemes
o control all government, private

and institutionel data.

But what should be a caution.
ary thriller about tho threat to
privacy is merely a sllly llttle ex.
ercise. “The Net” (the shortened
lingo among computer users for
the Internet) almost maken it, but
1acks edgo and grit,

Even the movie's excuralons in
cyber.dynamics are falsly pedes-
trian. Par better computer
surpense has been played out In
“Sneakers” and “War Games.”

Angela Bennett (Sandra Bul.

CONMNGQ ATTRACTIONS

REVIEW

lock) Is o slave to computers, an
individunl who cant scem to
function in life without logging
on. She never leaves her Califor-
nia bungalow, and even uses ber
computer to order takeout

Finally, though, Angels, o high.
ly regarded frealance systems an-
alyst, decides to tako a much.
needed vacation -—— lugging her
laptop along, of courss.

Bhortly before she lcoves, a
friend asks her to Jook at a weird
prototype of a new Internet pro-
mm. nm that allows users access
to & mment files.
But hun hllled in a freak plane
crash before ho can reach her, and

data.

You will have to suspend much
disbellef to get through ‘*The
Net.” To begin with, would gov-
cmments, busincases, banks, ete.,
so willingly tum over their uml-

mahup.

aren’s ook, *'Babe, tho Gatant g™
biands stato-of-the-ant speciel effect
animal actors,

OPENING
FRIDAY, bk
AUCG. &

I—— well, Jack

« “VIRTUORITY™
A futuristic thriBior sot In LOs Angotes
sbout 8n €100 with 8 torturod past
wha hunts @ MGk Compuier-Lon-
who |

orated parsonaiity hes brought

tumaalf 1o K. Sty Deruel Weshing:
ton, Kety Lynch, Rizsaed Crowe, Sto-
phen Spineta. Rated R

A Iyo-dction comedy based on the chil-

* “BUSHWHACKED"
Wnen 8 proup of Cud Scouts on ther
first camping trip mistaka a4 innocent
escaped comact experienced

ir;bloml‘ Stars Daried Stom. Rated PG-

* "BOMETHING TO TALK ASOUT*

{8 8 Southem horsefaising famdy, end
thot retatonships with the men in ther
ives. Stors hdis. Dennis

Robent Duval, Kyra Sedgwick ond Gena

Rowtands. Rated R
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+ “DANGEROUS IDID3"

teachor, Stars Michelie Preiffor, Goorge
Drunda, t:eur\myu vance and Robin

A story of Uroe gonerouians of women umu.

A\j

JONAI

SOMITIESS TO TALX ABSTT R
L]

RAZE 13
EUSNWACKID 1
a1

T MYT ®
OPERATION DOMSS DEDP 3
TRIX WRLY 2 Pa
(17 ]

EOCA BXEE 3 ®
COSAN W TRE COPB0AKD i
I MCETRS ret3

. Im

28
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“Rich, resonant,
reatl and
funny.
A terrific
feel-good movie.”
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*Dazziing.
A rare movie treat
you won't want
to miss!”
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Julia Roberts’
best role since
‘Pretty Woman'"
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“Sensationall
Roberts and Quaid
light up
the screen.”
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Enonnously
funny.”
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from that moment on, Angela's

tive data operations to a private
lifo becomes a nightmare.

and unknown outfit to protect?

Bullock has a winning pcmon-
ality — she’s nice, sbo’s
she's bright and she's pretty —7-
but she doesn't cut it as ao actlo:
bero.

She's becked up by Jeremy
Northam, a British stage actor, .
and tho comic Dennis Miller, who.
seems totally miscast.

The Col Pictures nluuv t
was written by John Brancato
Michael Perris and produced b’
Winkler and Rob Cowan. It hos
running time of 1 hour 58 min:
utes.

And then there's Bullock. It's
bard to envision her as o little
homebody who would lock herself
up with other computer gecks and
not have a life.

A lover she meets in Mexico
tries to kill her. and when she re-
tumns to her hotel room, she mys-
teriously has checkod out and all
traces of her identity have been
erased in the vast computer net-
work that valldates our lives, A
new [dentity gives her a criminal
post.

As Angela, she makes some
smart moves, but then counters
them with

bi

Would someone trying to es-
cape a killer really run out in the
street in full view whilo he chases
ker in & car? The filmmakers

As it tuma out, the Intemnet
program Angela bas on dlskette is
part of the operstion to control
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“"ALICIA IS THE DABE OF THE MOMENT!:

She's a winner and so Is the movie. Thete's wicked good fun fo be had.”

Petor Travers, ROLUNG STONE
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