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tt's herrole: Kim Leahy makes it o point to chat with others who are disabled. Here, during an April visit to
Wing Lake Developmental Center in Bloomfield Hills, she spent time with Tino Rodriguez (right).

Ms. Wheelchair Michigan aims

BY Tiu Sy
Brary warmza
One of Michipan's top sdvo-

cates for persons with disabilities
Dext week is taking ber act to the
pational

stage.

This year's “Ms. Wheelchair
Michigan ™ Kima Leaby, Sunday
will travel to Anabeim, Calif to
compete in the M Wheelchair
Aetics pageast The competi-
tices will take from Tuesday

Satuyrday, Aug 12 at the
Dizneylend Hilton.
_ Before departing on ber much-
snticipated trek, there Is some

y::u-otd Leaky, & 1990 Birming-

ham Marian High School gradu-
ate whose parests live in Went
Bloomfield Ske sttenda Wright
Stats Univenity in Dayton, Okio.

“ITl be przparing toy speech for
one of the fizal mnights,” said
Leahy, confined o a wheelchair
since birth with Spinal Muscular
Atropby. “17! be finishing my
scrapbook.”

M 'She has the tenaclty and the wlilpower of
three people. To know her, to talk to her, you'd
never, nover know sho was disabled. She's
been fun to work with, t really hope she comes
back a winner for horself. . . and for Michigan.'

Franklin Dohanyos
publicist

Her speech will be three-to-fi
minutes long detailing what ber
disability bas taught ber and why,

~[ Baven't even started it yot,”
ahe eaid Monday.

She also spent time Las2 Thurs.
day evening saying thanks to the
peopls who have pledged support

to her naticnal tid, which is spon-
sared by Home Cars of Michigan.
Leaby end 14 others enjoyed a
“kickofI” dinner at the Opus One
restausrant in  Detroit. Among
those w23 her Royal Oak -based
publicist, Franklin Dobanyos.

“She hes the tenacity and the
witlpower of three people,”
Dobanyos said “To know hur, to
talk to her, you'd never, pever
know she was disabled. She's
been fun to work with. I really
hope she comes beck & winner for

Celifomia bound: Oakland County's very own Kim Leahy,
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who is this year's Ms. Wheelchair Michigan, competes
next week in the Ms. Wheelchair America pageant in

Anaheim, California.

herszlf. . . and fur Michigen.”
Buring 8 telephone Interview
AMonday, Leaby 2ald she was ex-
cited, even a little nervous, about
her upcoming national title quest.
“I'm anzious to meet the other
girls. T just think it's 50 neat, be-
cause they're so nccomplished.”
Even though Leahy [s still in
her early 20s, advocatlng for the
disabled is something she bas
done for a long time, and with
great succeas. She volunteered to
asaist individuals with dieablli-
ties at Wing Lake Developmental
fleld T hl

for national title

ty Assoclation of Rotarded Citi-

2ens.

And, from 1976 through 1993,
she regularly gucsted on the Jerry
Lewis Labor Day Telethon for the

to her advocacy role {s a main rea-
son why she Is delighted to brone
of the candldates for Ms. Wheel-
chalr America.

“I'm proud to be going to Cali-
fornia to represent people with
dleablllties living In Michigan. 1
feel I'm an advocate. . . to elimi-
nate the YD alang

Center in Bl
and in 1987 was named Volunteer
of the Year by the Oakland Coun-

that go
with having a disabllity,” she
raid.

The Internet is just a phone call away!

Connect to Observer & Eccentric Cn-Line! from any computer—PC or Mac—and you'll have complete access to the Intemet,
including the popular features of E-Mail, World Wide Web, Tolnot, File Transfor Pratocol, IRC Chat, Usanot News and mora! And
you'll discaver that all this comes in an easy-to-navigate, menu or icon-driven interace.
But, bost of all, there are no hourly charges and no time limits.

All you need Is a home computer, a modem and a phono
line. We supply tha software and access to the WORLDI

Gat full access to the Internet for

*190.5 ..

Call

(313)953-2038

LRa A S Rk LI R

WArirririricly

gy o e IR i
e A "-'—‘f'./.ﬂ“-‘:_,,'__. Teen y

XN

22IA AL AL 2102 A 4 A bbbyl

. - .

e e e e i e i v e e e 8 AR S 2 = 4 o £ che o e g an s




