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Road commission director
talks on future transpurt

“The following s testimony of
Brent 0. Balr, Mansging Director,
Road Commlission for Oakland
County, befors the Michigen
House Republican Task Force on
Transportation in the Year 2000,
Wednesday, July 26, 1995, Dome
Auditorjum, Flint, Mlchigan:

My namo is Brent Balr.

1 am the managing director of
the Road Commission for Oak-
1and County, the sgency responsi-
ble for 2,500 miles of roads, & sys-
tesa second In slze in Michigen
only to the stute highway syatem.

Oskland County s a study in

Wo have o 1
continuous, explosive growth and
development. And yet, 1,000 mlles
of our road aystem la atl)) gravel
and the county is only about 50
percent developed. Combine the
diversity of our utban, suburban
and rural areas, and you have a
tmictocosm of the entire state of
Michigan.

Based on my 18 years of experi-
ence with the Rosd Commlsaion,
1 feel very comfurtable discussing
the subjects of theso hearings, but
1 must confeas | am not at all
comlortable with what 1 see for
the future of trunsportatica in our
stato. This [s pasticularly true If

10 and from marketa.

Wo havs tried to ouake do. Even
Oskland's high-tech, one-of-a-
kind Faat Trec aystem was an at-
tempt at making do. Seeing that
anything neoar adequate funding
for our growing congeation prob-
lems was highly unlikely, wo
looked for a way ¢o get the maxi.
mum officiency from our cxlsting
system.

One answer was Fast Trac. Lo-
cated in Troy, Fast Trac ia a na.
tional demonstration project. it la
the first adaptive traffic control
systom in the US., tho first bea-
con-based, dynamlic route gul.
dance system In the Westemn
Homisphero and was also the firet
internstional govemmental part-
nership to bring lntelligent Vehi.

o ) to

1 directed my stafl to come up
with & bare bones program of
minimal “bandald® offorts for
rosurfacing, ropaving, paving
widening and other related effarty
in Oakland County. .-

Whet do | wmean by “bare
bones™? As an ecxample, wo
should resurface asphalt roads at
least overy 18 years. To do that for
QOakland’s €90 mllea of major as-
phalt roads would call for resur-
facing 38 miles each year. (Cur-
rently wo'ro dolng 4 milea a year).

At our current rato, just to get
around Oakland County's system
would take 172 years. To get
around our 01 milos of major con-
creto roads every 20 years or »o,
we should replace or reaurface
with aaphalt at least 4 miles of

to roads esch year. (Cur-

cleH System 1
the US.

But oven with its abllity to
more efficlently control signals
and move traffic, Past Trac ls no
subatitute for a wider road when
ono [s truly needed.

Despito these and other clforts,
1 must in all sincerity say to the
membera of this vital task force
that the point at which action can
no lunges be postponed has been

reached.

the past 30 yrars, when Michl

has renked In the bottomm 10
states in per capita spending oo
roads, and the resulting deteriors.
tion of Michigan's road system

. . are in any way instructive.

The seeds of neglect we have
planted for decades have borne
fruit.

Michigan . . . whose road sys-
tem was once the pride of the na.
tion, and included the ration’s
first freeway, fint clectric traflic
signal and first concrete tosd . . .
but soon dro by 1992, to
49th of the 50 states in per capita
spending on roads.

Today, the statz with the na-
tion's seventh largest public road
system has neglected and under-
funded its system to the polnt
that our roads are pow acorned
and criticized by motoriats from
other states. Our rosds are begin-
ning to put a choke-hold on eco-
nomic prowth and the safe trans-
port of our citizens and our goods

() syn-
tem of the future must and will be
built upon the foundation lald in
the past. We cannot avold certain
realities.

1t costa less to maintain & ser-
viceable road than to reconstruct
one which 1a beyond repalr.

It costs lews to widen than to
bulld new rosds and building new
roads today will cost less than
doing so tomorrow.

The ssying., “An ounce of pre-
vention is worth a pound of cure”
applics to roods as well &3 people.
The pothole-ridden, plain fact is
... our entire road system . . .
state, county and municipal .. .
s sick . . . and getting worse.

How catastrophlc the situstion
wil) become before actlon Is taken
ia anybody's guess. Must bridges
{all to get our attention? They're
already crumbling. Drive under
many of them and you'll e
plywood panels put there to catch
conereta from [alling on vehlcles.

rently we're doing one mile).

And s0 it goes far widening, In-
tersectlons improvements, en-
hanced maintenance and paving
gravel roads. -
Even thls mintmal progrant,
and 1 mean minimal, would cost
an additional 27 milllen dollars

per year.

We don't have that $27 million’’
and we bave no way to ralse it.
fload commlasions derive the ma:
jority of their opersting money °
from tho state gusollne tax, and-
that taz haa not been Increased in
almost 12 years, )

There [a one proposal for a sev-
cn cent increase. Were that to'*
pass under the present distritm -
tion formula, the Road Commis- -
sion for Oakland County would
receive about $12 milllon and that ™
would leave us $15 million short™
of financing even the baro bonen'
program. And, remember, this b~
just for Qakland County.

Virtually every other county,
city and village in Michigan faces

.. in varying degroes . . . thé'"
same dilemme AN of Michigan's ™
roads and bridges need critical at-
tention, not just those controlled -
by the state, Tl

Indeed, you may have heard
that the Stats of Michigan &1
ready spends mare state funds on’”
local rosds than mn “average”
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