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I¢ bigger ie better, then Ma-
denna  Universlty's baseball
team o on a fast track to suc-
ceas.

Not that the Fighting Crusad.
ers could mvold It With a team
featuring & robullt Infield and
Just four senjors, they posted &
39-25 overall record {n ‘05 and
reached the final three In the
NAIA Great Lakes Reglonal,
their best post-scason perform-
ance over.

So, a year after rebullding the
inficld, Madonna cosch Mike
George muat do the same !In the
outfleld.

‘That shouldn't be much.of &
problem. Georgo will have plenty
to chooso from with the rocruit-
ing class he has coming In — the
largest In number (17) by far
since Gearge began the program,

] BASEBALL

{n 1889 (10 was hix biggest).

And that number does not In-
clude two redahirta George
hopes to have joln the team,
right-handed pitcher Monto
Travis and catcher Delano
Voletth.

1f he had atopped his efforts
with just Dearborn Divine Child
graduates, George could very

# probably have termed It a suc-

cess, From the tecam many
thought was the finest in the
state last year, In any closs,
George has signed threo players.

Theat docan't Include Volettl,
also & Divine Child gradunte,

The leader of the Falcon grads
Is Aaron Blrewsbury, a 6-foot-2,
248-pound  outflelder/catcher/
first basemen whom Goorge
h;pu will “provide some of the
offensive punch we'rs loaing.”

The other two DC recrults are
both right-hended pltchers: Jocl
Fabris and Joo Biggs.

Two of his recruits aro from
Observerland schools: Edc Mar-
cotte, » shortstop from Plym.
outh Canton who ghyod last
year ot Henry Ford CC, and Joo
Niextroy, a catcher/pitcher/third
baseman from Redford Thurs.
ton.

As for tho others, once again
George pursued pltchers.

What George did get
some left-banders: Mitch Ja-
bezenski, Novi; Jason Ayotte,
Walled Lake Western; Jeff

wore

Madonna has record number of recruits

Warhollk, Alpens; and Eric
Crawford, Davison, Of the four,
George thinks Jabezenaki could
contribute on the mound right

away,

Additional right-handed
pltchers are Bob Hamp, a Clasa
A all-stater from Alpens; Eob
Mason, South Lyon; snd Tom
Sutter, a U.8. Alr Force veteran.

from Orchard
Lake St Mary's, is a right-hand-
er who bats left and who can
catch and play third base, too.

And Kevin Sullivan, a pitch-
er/first baseman/third baseman
from Riverview Gabriel Richard
whose alze (6.1, 220) indlcates
“he's going to provide some of-
fensive punch for us.”

Helping fil} the volds in the
outfield will be Mark Taylor,
from Gibraltar Carlson, and Bob
Leon, from Roseville and Ma-
comb Community College.

Vardar from page 1C

DCD's Jeremy Harking, who is
beadsd to Butlez, auffered & knes
Injury In tho regiona! finsl. He
played in tho nstional semifinsl
subblpg for defender Dave Etan.
kovich (Troy Athens/Unlvenity
of Detroit Mercy), who had to sit
out because of a red-card suspen-
:,I:In handed out in the regional fi-

“He (Harkine) had to sweop for
us tho first game and was our
MVP,” the Varder coech ssid.
“We couldn’t have won that game
without him and he showsd a lot
of courage out there.”

Other players include backup
keeper Jeff Atkin (Bterling
Helghts), forward Bteve Corder
(St. Clair Sbores/U.D Mexy),
forward Joe DiMogrio (Washing-
ton/Macomb CC) and Steve Tra-
montin (Ann Atbor Pioneer/Van-
derbllt).

Sixteen of the 17 players saw

times you like
finesso and skiil.

o8,
p‘x':w’ were kind of like the Oak-
tand and the .

“We bed eight new players this

yesr, It was sometimes the ns-
tional champs against the naticn: - ;
al
hadn’t won a national titls before., .

“But they bsd dual respect for .
each other. They played with s lot = ©
of intensity and heart, and some-
that more than .

‘wannabes’ becauss ocome

“They didn’t want to be fosers, :

and I like that.”

't coach, ! .,
may not be ablo to lesd the Var- -

dar under-19 club team next year .
boca:u of pew N(%A restrictiona

action in the two USYSA natlonal

on

Family ties aid ’Cats’ playoff drive
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Truth is, this team is really
misnamed, and has been for the
past few years.

The group that has been the
most dominant In the Metro
Summer Hockey Lezgue isn't the
one featuring the moat talent or
boasting the best shooters or de-
fenders,

What it does have is continuity.
And why not? Although other
teams in the MSHL have brother
acts to call upon, none take it to
the extreme the Wildcats do this

. year.

The “Relative Cause” or even
“Brather Brigade™ would be mora
sppropriste, considering there are
three surnames spread among
nine of its players. That kind of

. | HOCKEY

In each division — both were 10-1
fn the regular season — reach
the playoff final,

According to MSHL bylaw,
teams can remain basically intact
from season to season, but they
will not play under the same team
name every year. Last scason, thia

year's "Cats were the nucleus of

the Broncos, a team that reached
the playoff final before losing to
the Lakers,

That means the five Pletilas
and two Wiegands — the Elen-
ichs joined the team this year —
had lost just two games in two
years entering the 1995 final,
played last night in Plymouth.

For the Spartans, who finfshed

with a 5.8 record, Vic DeCina
(Canton) accounted for all three
goals. Paole DeClna (Canton) as-
alsted on two of them.
B FALCONS 15, WOLVERKIS 2 Tde Palcons
avenged their only Joea of the sezson by
clabbering the Wolverioes Thursdey st Can
fald for Arena.

It was basically ¢ two-ran asasult ofrn-
ahvely for tha Paloons, -ss4200 champl-
s of the Hagle Conferenca Jim Huben.

goale and sl1 assists.

The cestaught slarted carty far ibe Falcons,
wha tailt & 7-0 lead before the end of the first
pariod. The beet ths Wolves conld do was pas-
row the p1p Lo 7.2 sfler 1wo perioda. but the

and
five asaixts to the Faicon mitack Tooy Gurse
(Livoels), Miks Matrucs (Livonls), Paul
Bcilaas (Livonis) snd Dan lizady costributed
# goal aod an salst splece, with Jesss Huben-
schmids (Redlord} ing three asalsts.
The Wolves (8-4.1], who defeated Lbe Fal-
asalat froem
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