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Sluggish ‘Dumbo Drop’

has entertaining moments

BY PATRICIA Binuy
AP NE®arLATURES

~QOperation Dumbu Drvp,” inapited by a true sto-
ry about the Army's delivery of an clephant to »
remote Vietnamese village, is much like riding a
pachyderm itself: It's mostly entertaining, but a lit-
tle aluggish.

The film wourks primarily by stringing together
grvat sight gags an J.00-puund elephart on the
stern of & buat, un the Datbed of a truck and, ulti-
mately, plummeting threugh the air with a jumbo-
size parachute.

They czake for nothing shert of an extended
squeatathon that Kids will adere.

Trouble is, the fuad that takes the animal to the
\illege extends tou far during the last balf of the
file, bogging down the mosvie. The trek seems tedi-
ous and exhausting. Whea the payoff finally does
wme — the pulse-pounding scene of the elephant
shydiving — it serves mainly es w reliel.

The story of “Operation Dumbo Drop™ comes
from Green Berve Jim Mourris, who served as a mili.
tary infermation oificer in Vietnam in 1963,

The missioa bad five Green Berets escorting an
elephant named Bo-Tat through rugged jungle tee.
fin to gre it to a village in time for a sacred ceremo-
nial rite. The trp is made more 1 by the

ever prraent threat of eperny fire.

12 is beeded by Capt. Sam Cahill (Danny Glover),
st scldier who wants to do “one good thing™
while in Vietnam. He's assisted by po-nonsense
Cast. T.C. Doyle (the wonderfully stecly-eyed Ray
Lictta),

They revruit three widball soldiers: Harvey
“H A Ashfond (Duug B Doug), the supes-aupersti-
tioes class cloan with “Stop! Don’t Shoot! I'm
Short™ scrawled on his helmet; farmboy innocent
Lawrence Farley (Cutin Nemeo) and huatler ex.
tracedicaire David Poole tDenis Leary) — & guy
whe gors arvund with fake Top Secret letters signed

s BAANLEY
Leap of faith: Bot-Tat (Tui) the elephant
makes a dramatic parochute jump to a
waiting village in Vietnam in the come-
dy/adventure “Operation Dumbo Drop.”

With so many other ways to plsy upon the bu.
marous potestial of traveling with this gigantic
beux.&buamMuhlb-ebup,lnmL

Thae roovie also subtly patrooizes the villagers.
Early on, Cahill educates Doyle oo the ways of the

mrdpoopkﬂouusthlmlb-yhn-.wl-
emn wine 1o caleb the arrival of a dig-

by Gen Westmarrland that he uses to get hing
from anyusne.

Along with the elephant, they pick up an or-
phaned Vietzamese boy pamed Link, played with
winning swcctness by 13-yeasold Dinh Thien Le,
who cares for the sniral. The siz make for & fun
gang as they fumble and bumble through this gen-
ezally innocuous adventure.

nitary.

“They also bave a wine cersmony to celebrate the
arrival of Tuesday, too,” he adds with emberrassing
Yankes condescenaion.

1t doesn't help that Linh speaks of himself in the
third.person. “Linh go, too?” be asks. This sterro-
type has to be coe of Hollywood's favorite wauys to

h \ *forel ~ 1o the and

Besisdes the pacing problems. b . the film
falters by including two scenes involving the ele-
phant that seer gratuitous amd juvenile — one that
has Capt. Doyle gving Bo-Tat a Suge rectal suppo-
sitory and the other a ganhic ahot of elepbant vom-
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But nooe of this completaly ovarshedows the en-
tertzinment value of ration Dumbo -
Rather, it makes what could bave been 8 solid filn
about travels with a wild beast [nto hing more

YA TmuwTJinAmous, THRILING
AND WILDLY INVENTIVE.”

Miahaet sdrd Y POBT

“Bapy’, Is THE ROCKY
Or AlLPIGS.”

[ Sompmen. VLT AN

“A SURPRISINGLY HIP
AND HARIOUS MOVIE.”

"”A MusT-SEE FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
OnL h:.y. mfu'e'luoﬂz!'
“ONEOFTHE
FunNEsT MOVIES
OF _’!1(_{_5_3&&”

A LITTLE PIG
GOES A LONG WAY
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pedestrian and tame.
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