Ford has great
 expectations
= for restyled 1996
Taurus, Sable

= HAPEVILLE, Ga. -
‘Coiminstipg wore than three
years of preparation, Ford Motor
Co. has rotled the Grst radically
redesigned 1996 Taurus and
Mercury Sable off the line at the
Atlanta Assembly Plant.
'—'«- When it reaches full produe-
<tion speed, the Atlanta plant will
Zturn out 66 Tauruses and Sables
~an hour. Base price for both is
" ground $20,000.

‘The Job One introduction of
both cars, as you might expect,
was a celebration of pemp and dr-
cumstance. Nearly 3,000 bourly
employees crowded a staging ares
t hoot, holler and appland their

_plant manager and various Ford
‘torporate executives as tho first
“Taurus and first Sable ready for
_sale were unveiled.

"]t was time for the old champ
to pass the baton to the next
champ,” said Jim Dunaldsan, vice
preaident of Ford’s Largoe Proat-
Wheel-Drive Vehicle Center, who
drove the maiden Tourvs off the
“assembly tine with Georgia Gov.
Zell Miller beside him.

Job One at Chicago Azsembly,
the other plant that masufactures
tho Taurus and Sable, was July
17.
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1986 modela.

Their distinetivo design and
wraparound head lampa and tail
lampe became an instant hit with
consumers. Automakers — dores-
tic, foreign and transplanis —
scrambled to mimic the wrap-
nmnnd lamps for their vehicles,

a new dard for the

“The Taurus set America on
fire 10 years ago and this coe will,
too,” said Emie Lafton, UAW yico
president and director of the
National Ford Department. 1 own
a Sable mysell — not becauso I'm
a UAW leader, but because [ want
quality in a product. My Sable has
that quality”

Like Lofton, Ford is betting
ita all-new-from-the-ground-up
Taurus end Sable will be the same
success story as ita previous gene
cration, first introduced in 3985 aa

industry.

*Ford ... bel the campany on
the criginal Taurus and Sable pro-
gram (10 years ago) and its suc-
cess was boyond our wildeat
dreams,” said Donaldson. *The
Taurus and Sable changed the
face of the American automotive
industry and we're deing it again
with thesa oew cars”

But does it need changing?
After all, the Taurus has boen the
best-selling car in North America
for the past three years, namrowly
beating out the Ohio-assembled
Honda Accord. Ford has sold mere
than 5 million Tauruses the past
decade, holf of them built in

Atlanta,

Tho Atlanta facility under-
went a $250 million retooling for
the new Taurus and Sable. More
than 500 employees were added to
the payroll in tho past year to
replace retiring workern and o be
trained for tho Tauruy/Sable build

procesa.

"We've worked hard and did
‘what wo had to do to get this vehi-
¢lo to mect very tough quality
standards,” said Joo Lerch, an
assembler at the plant who was
bired in March. “We're doing
things right, we're proud of what
wo build and we're sure Tourus
will be No. 1 again this ycar”

Ford changed more than 1,000
labor operations to boost plant
efficiency and added more thon
100 new processes Lo imprave
vehicle quality, said Wheeler
Stanley, Atlanta plant manager.
More than 100 new robots were
installed at the plant for the new
build.

*Two years ago, 120 employ-
ozs becano plant apecislists and
worked cloaoly with Ford engi-
neers in Atlacta to
build a better car,” s2id Stanley.
*Tho automation process has
jmproved, our employees have
boen trained well and we're roady
to tury out 66 units an hour when
wore up toe)

Barlier this month, ths
Harbor Repart, an agseseor of
industry quality control, ulcd
Atlanta the most prod

lly owned automobil
plant in North Amurltu Thu
annual report
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The Tourus and Sable come
with a standard 3.0-liter 200-
horsepower V-8 Duratec engina
that's so zmacth, Ford swears youl
can balance a nickel on it whils?
it'a runaing. The Duratec has:
100,000-mils tuns-up intervals: =2

Base prics for 8 Tourus GL=%
the model moat chosen by con-”
sumers — is $19,390, just 2 per-
cent mose than the pries of a 1995
model. Tho GL comes standard
mlh the 3. o-mu- cngine meted o

ity results for uhldn

body stamping and engine and
. § i

ing and assembly for most of the
automakera in North America.
Nissan's Bmyrna, Tenn,, plant was
No. 1 among all plants i the
report.

“This is the most productive
assembly center in America and it
hes the most exncting qu.lhty
standards ever in Ford's
raid Donaldson. *It’s a bold lup
forward for Ford, but this car’s
quality is better than ever in our
history”

Atlanta’s workera have been
told they'll work 50-hour wocks to
meot high demand for the new
Taurus and Sable. The plant will
run day and afternoon shifts to
accomplish production goals,

The Teurus and Sable have
been totally redesigned from the
ground up. Notable changes
include new interior rnd exterior
styling, new engine ¢hoices, new
suspension plchgu, an 87-per-
cent improvement in body stifl-
ness, & new chassia and a new

Also stan-
dard are dual sirbogs, 8o eir e
ditioner, spoed control, power door
locks and windows and a rear-win-
dow defroster.

A well-equipped, top-of-the-
lino Sable conts $19,765.

Anne Pracossa is seajor editor of
Avanti NewsFeaturea,

1998 Ford Taurua/
Mercury Sable
Vehidodass . +. Mid-ira podany ;

If you'd like to sec a particular -
model tested or if you havea <
car question, send Anne
Fracozsa a mesage at AVANTY -
1054, Avanti's America Online
mailbox s

.Or comment through the ‘:

Internet at
AVANT?1054@aol.com
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