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MOVIES

Intriguing ‘Suspects’ keeps
you

From the be-
ginnlng  you
know It's gene
way wrong. On
tho boat where a
heist has  just
taken place, a
mystetious  fig.
uro douses the
deck with gaso.
tine while anoth-

}DN

MONAGHAN ¢ man, Injured,
a————  looka on. A flick

. uf a match and
the ahlp tums Into & inferno.

How the caper crumbles s at
tho heart of “The Usuel Sus.
pects,” a complicated thriller
sbout five guys who unlte for a
fateful bit of larceny. lt opens Fri-
day for an exclusive run at the
Moaple and Main Art Theatres,

Flashback several days carlier.
Five guys, small and hig time
hoodlums, get dragged into a New
York pollce statlon on suspicion
of hijacking a truckload of guns.
Most are strangers to each other,
but by the time they're sprung,
they've hatched a plan that takes
them to the West Coast.

Giving away the twists and

Suspects: Hockney (Kevin
Pollak, left to right),
MeManus (Stephen
Baldwin), Fenster (Benico
Del Toroj, Keaton (Gabriel
Byrne) and Verbal (Kevin
Spacey) run the gamut of
height and attitude in
“The Usual Suspects.”

tumns that follow wouldn't bo falr,
but the boys do get involved with
the legendary Keyser Soze. Some
suy ho's the devl); others aro akep.
tical that he even cxista,

Gabriel Byme, who upecializes
in downbeat characters, plays
Keaton, the most nototious of
these hoodlums, Verbal Kint
(Kevin Spacey), the quick-talking
bralns of the outfit and a cripple,
scea little of tho coldblooded
killer thot the police inslst Kea.
tonls.

As sole survivor of the failed
boat heist, Verbal s dragged in
for questioning by a relentless po-
lice inapector (Chazx Palminterri)
and it's In this sparring, with two
stage-trained actors, that the per-
formances in “The Usual Sus.
pecta” really shine.

Byme can play this kind of part
in his sleep and appears to do so
on several occaslons. The others
{including Stephen, lcant talented
of the buasy Baldwin brothers)
don't have ecnough personality
quirks or background to make
them stand out from the crowd.

Produccr/director Bryan Sing-
er, & recent winner st Sundance,

guessing until the end

a REVIEW

approsches the movie with a cer
tain amount of flalr. He uses slow
zooms In the interrogation scenes
ond places bis actors at the

of the frame, 25 If he's afrald that
he'll lose his audionce if hls shots
Rrows too static.

Maybo I've been apoiled by the
films of Quentln Tarantino, but
Christopher McQuarrie's dia-
logue doesn’t read all that clever.
ly. Sure it's hardboiled and hot-
headed, with well-placed profani-
ty, but often self-consciously so.

With its intentionally confua-
ing narrative structure, “The
Uaual Suspects™ certalnly keeps
an audlence on [ts toes. But at the
heart it's reslly no better than a
superior episode of one of TV's
current crime dramas.

To leave a message for John
Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 591-7273,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150.

“Save Energy. Sit In
Front Of The

“Our House,” u home encrgy-efficiency show brought to you by
Detroit Edison, has some timely suggestions that can help you lower
your energy bills. Starting August 6, watch “Our House,” Sundays at
11:00 a.m. on UPN 50.

Co-hosts Tom Tynan and Paula Engel offer many energy-saving
projocts for the home and tips to help perserve the environment.

You don't have to be a home repair weekend warrior to make
your home energy cfficient.

Let Tom and Paula take you through easy-to-follow, step-by-step
instructions to get your hume energy project started. “Our House”is
the only show that gives you the encrgy saving know-how. And it's
Detroit Edison’s way of helping you save energy at your house and
money on your energy bills.
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“Our House,” Sundays, 11:00 a.m.,

- UPN 50, through October 29th
- D  omemf e “Foon csni() NG

Entertainmont an

Rian Parsons

With Hansas

Wednesday, August 23 * 7:36 PM
for more information call (810) 377-0100

To qualify fill out tho entry form below and retum to: Alan Parsons
Contost, Palace Sports and Entertainment, Two Championship
Or., Auburmn Hills, M1 48326. One winner will be chosen and
notifiod on Friday, August 18 and will receive 2 lawn tickets to Alan
Parsons w/Kansas at Pine Knob Music Theatre on Waodnesday,
August 23 at 7:30 p.m, Employoes of Palaco Sports and

d Tho Observer and Eccentric aro not eligible.
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ALAN PARSONS W/KANSAS CONTEST

ENTRY FORM
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INTRODUCIHG THE OFFICIAL OFF-ACE
HOCKEY TOUR OF THE RHL":

J2I8 TOURNAMENT COMPETITION
138 THE NBL ICEGREAKERS, THE RADICAL, INFLATASILE OFF-ICE RINKS.

OUR FREE EVENTS !!ll(!
NNL BREAKOUT ‘95 E
TRE BLYIMATE HOCREY EXPERIENCE n X E 9
FOR PLAYERS AND FANS OF ALL AGES. {
MO ADMISSION CHARGE FOR SPECTATORS—SPECIAL EVENTS FREE TO TRE PURLIC,

ENTER NOW.

PICK UP YOUR OFFICIAL ENTRY
FORM AT SPOATS AUTHORITY.

ETROIT

AUGUST 26-27, 1995
JOE LOUIS ARENA (Mivertrent poridng let)
FOM PUSRE ANFA OR A TEAN DNTRY FORM, CALL:

I13-396-7480




