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By STEVE KOWALSKY
Brary Wams

Western Golf & Country Club
(Redford "Township) head profes-
slonal Nay Bolo msde a Jucl
Nickloua-like charge in the last
two holes to win his second-
straight Michigan PGA Senlors
Tournament Champlonshlp last
month at Silver Lake Country
Club in Rockfonl

Rolo, €2, saved par after a poor
tee shot on the 17th hole and ea.
gled the 18th hole to finish the 36-
hole tournament with a 2.under-
par 142 (7071, Bolo, the 1994
Michigan Senivrs Player of the
Yeat, carned a first-pluce cheek of
$2.400.

Holo, whu alae won the Michi.
gan PGA in 1038, was one shut
better than Juhnny Molenda, 58,
the head pro at Knollwood Coun-
try Club in West Bloumfield

The way Holo vvervame advet.
sity must have reminded the gal-
lery of some vumebacks made fa-
mous by Nicklaus, one of golf's
all-time greats.

Molenda sank s walge shot to
cagle the par-4, 373.yan) 17th
hole and take o twoshut tead on
Holo with one hole remaining.

Balo was fortunate to be only
two shots duwn, considering his

By Cutris MAYER
NTAPY Weimn

It's %:20 p . and the Gakland
County Chargees are tucked away
behind Puntiac Northern High
Schoul, alune in theit own private
foutbalt wolit

A steady rain continues to fall,
and daytime is quickly turning L
night, but Coach Reggie Mathis
and hie assistante are intent on
running & productive  practice
with the team’s Midwest Football
League scason openet just three
days nnay.

There ste no crowds lining the
practice Gield for this semiprofes.
siunsl team, like the ones drawn
every summnee by another gridiron
siquad that calls the city of Ponti-
sc home. But the Chargers’
coaches anil players supply plenty
uf enthusiasm.

“We've gut them all. We b
playess from all walks of life
said Darnyd Henry, the Chargers’
president and airector of foutball
operations. A lut of guys are here
to pruve something to that ol
high school cuach who kind of
stuck them on & shelf somewhere.
Of to that college coach who cut
them and wouldn't take a look at
them. A lut of these guys have a
lot tee prose, personally, and with
regarde to funtball. There are a lot
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a GOLF

Strong finish beosts area pro

ards becavse ho plays all the time
at Western, which he believea ls

teo shot on 17 ended up off the
fairway noxt to 8 tree about 93
yanls shy of the green. Rather
than taking en extra stroke, the
right-handed Bolo wurned his 9.
Iron upside down and hit the ball
left-handed.

flis shot landed short of the
green, but a chip got him close
and the ensuing putt gave him
par.

“God was with us on that (left.
handed shot),” Bolo satd.

Being two shots down with une
hole to play, it appeatred Bolo's
best hope was to force ployafl
hole.

For that, Bolo nceded to eagle
the par-5, 510-yard 18th hole and
have Molenda settle for s par.

Bolo got his cagle, but Melinds
lost a stroke after hitting & shut in
the water to bogey 18 and lose the
tournament by one stroke.

Bolo's tee shot, meanwhile,
landed 270 yards straightaway
down the fairway. Using a 3-iron,
Bolo put his second shot three
feet from the cup and he buried
his putt for an esgle and the
championship.

Bolo said he can adapt to har-

] FOOTBALL

one of the tiest private cours.
es In the state.

“If you van play this course,
you can play almost any,” Bolo
3aidd, "It hax amall greens, s long
enough, but tight enough off the
tees”

Holo ida't pet to work much on
hix game over the winter becauss
of 8 hernin and a pulled ligament
in hix leg.

After surgery and some rest, he
returned to play but aggravated
the leg injury un the second hale
of the frst day at the PGA Sen.
jors Chiampionabip in April,

*{ teied to kit a 2-iren hard, but
when I hit sgeinst the left side, {
pulled the ligament ogain,” Bolo
aaid,

Balo got back into playing cun.
dition working vus st American
Hehabilitativn in Livonia, which
he credits for his quick retum.

*] thought it would take me
lunger tu be playing good,” he
said.

Bolo is now prepating for the
Nutional Club Pro Seniors Cham.
pionship, which will be held Oct.
17-18 in Palin Beach Gardens,
Fla. le placed about 35th last
year.

New semi-pro team has kickoff

Trnouts were conducted in
Apri) and the response was en.

of different angles why these guys
come out here and play.”
Semipro football has arrived in

g It didn’t matter that
the players must outfit them.
sches at their own expense (up-
wordn of $500) and pay a player

Oakland County. fee.

The Chargers, a Southfield. “Because thi is our first yeer,
based, nonprofit arganization the players are paying for their
Tedi 1 1o not anly idingan UWR Henry said, "Our

1 uniforms are authentic NFL uni-

outlet for adults with the desire to
play full.contact foothall but
helping them enhance education
and employment pruspects, suit-
ed up Aug 5 at Pontiec’s Wisner
Stadium.

The team, deseloped out of a
partnership between Henry, 20,
and Mathis, 39, had practiced for
just two months in preparation
for its first game, but the ting
Gary (Ird.) Golden Bears were
still no match. Final score: Charg-
ers 40, Gary 0.

“It was & good first game, hut
we have some things to work on,”
Mathis said. “Once people in
Qaktand County know what we're
ahout and see what kind of organ.
ization we have. There's no doubt
in my mind we’ll have a great fol-
lowing.”

Mathls, a formee linebacker
with the NFL's New Orleans
Satnta (1979-82) and previous
member of the Arena Foothall
Lesgue's Detroit Drive (1338.92),
sad Henry, a semipro footbasll vet.
eran and Detroit native, were
tooking to start semipro teams of
their own laat year and cros:
peths.

like the {San Diego)

formns, j
Charger.

The youngest player is 17; the
oldest 35, Sume played college
football; sume didn’t sttend col.
lege. But they sll share something
in cummon.

“The first is the love of the
game and the secund is the hope
of trying to advance a foutball ca-
reer,” Henry sald.

Arra players include Vinson

(Troyd, Pete Long and Michael

Demeglio of Bloomfield Hills and
David Vinson (Lake Orion).

No one connected with the o
Chargers receives a salary for his

ar her sersicrs, All funds collected

by the team go toward team oper-
atlony, including home feld rent-
al, officials’ lecs and equipment.

cerirs

Donations are suggested aa ticket ©

prices.

“We ank for a 35 donation for ‘
adulta. Seniors 65 and older and
childsen under 12 are free,” Henry -

said. “We want to get people to
cumne out and see us because once
they ece us, they'll want to come
back.™
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