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Pfeiffer movie about tough school based on real life

Based on a real life story,
“Dangerous Minds,” now playing
at metro Detroit movie theaters,
stars Michelle Pfeiffer as former
Marine lovAnne Johnson, who
leaves an officer’s commission
and nine.year military carcer to
pursue her dream of bevoming an
English teacher.

But while earning her teaching
crmdentials at a Northern Califor-
nia high schoul, she is assigned to
a group of students who change
her life forever. And she changes
theirs.

As their new instructor, Ms.
Johnson defies all the rules, cre-
ates her own curticulum and in-
structs the class of tough, inner-
Gty teenagers from college-lesel
teats,

Frustrated that her students,
whose standanlized scores range
from averaZe to excellent, have

of knowledge and the

n PREV‘E\V ultimate power an education af-
fords everyone in our coclety.”

come to sevept failure as s way of  Bruckheimer agrees. “Our

life, xhe cajoles and tricks them school aystes are under-fi.

into learming. More important,
she laves them and belps them
believe in themselves.

One teacher's account of the ed.
ucation ¢risis in America, and her
effoet to make a difference, “Dan-
gervus Minds™ is & Holtywood
Pictures presentation of a Don
SimpsonfJerry Bruckheimer pro-
ductivn. The screenplay by
Honald Bass is based upon "My
Posse Don't do Homework™ by
LouAnne Johnyon Buena Vista
Pictures distributes.

~This is a picture about one
teacher and bow she goes about
getting her uuden * attention so
they ¢an learn,” said Simpeon
“She helps ther understand the
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nanced and under-ataffed and as
8 reault wo are losing s gencration
of kids. Don and 1 wuould like to
make tzachers heroes agaln We
wanted to show thelr struggle
with the system, with the kids,
and with the environment in
which the kids grow up - which
many times is thelr biggest deter-
rent — and demonatrate that
thesa teachees really are sigmifl-
cant role models.”

To prepars for the role Pleifler
apent time with Johnaon, read a
variety of reports and nudle: out~
tining and

are both Jedicated teachoes.

“It can be more difficult to por-
tray a real person because one
fecls a certaln reaponulbility to
that Individual,” sald Plelffer. "In
a few sltuations where artiatic li-
cense needed to be taken and we
necded to alter something in some
slight way, | always fett that 1 had
to stay within the truth of
LouAnne’s character and not
compromise the story.”

Outside the classroom,
LouAnne's primary relationships
revolve around three of her stu-
denta: Emilo, played by Wade
Domingues whose fint profes.
sional audition was with Michelle
Pleiffer; Callle, played by Bruklia
Harris who, although she has
4 in two other films, was

systems throughout the world,
and for some practical sugges.
tions, contacted two friends who
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haw dreamt of being on the big
stage for as long aw he can remem-
ber,

Mizing nonpirofessionals with
vxperienced wctors s director
John N. Smiths tzademark. The
chemlstry such pairing inspires
leads to an exciting dynamic on
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“ONE OF TrE Best Movies Arounp Topar.”
“FRESH, Oy%m Funnv,

“Base’, 15 THE Rocky Or At Pigs.”
"A ReviarkapLe Movie. Bage’ I Brouuant.”

sot and on the screen,

“I've done & lot of work with
aunprofesslonal acters, so | feel
very comfortable introducing new
film eloments to people who are
not experienced with fllm,” he ex.
plains.

“Dangerous Minds" Is rated R.
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