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English class: Howard Weathington teaches English
to a group of teen-age girls.
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Add the ‘GIris"; Girls have been at Boys Republic since April 1994, but some signs have yet to be changed

Boy's Republic recently to re-
flect the vddition of femalea.

Adding girls is one way the
facility has doalt with leon
times in recent years.

Two years ago, Boys Republic
was down to only two residents
and wan facing severe budget
cuts. Rumors of its clasing were
prominent.

The center diversified. Instead
of taking only clients from the
Department of Socinl Services,
Boys Ropublic nccepted wards of
the court frum the county o well
as children through tho state’s
mental health system,

To help meet a ahortfall of
places for troubled girls, Boya
Republic started necepting fo-
moles in April 1994,

The facility has 79 beds and
added Development Director
Sylvia McNarney, “all of them
nre usually filled.”

Average stay at Boys and
Girls Republic is six months to
yuear. Age range in 13-18. Some
return to their familics. Others
will move on to foster familics.

“I'm ready to go back home,”
anid Amanda (not her rosl
name), 17, who has bren at

Boys and Girls Republic for a
year and two months.

She has attnined the top
rank of graduate, which in
earned through following pro-
gram guidclines and showing
leadernhip.

Graduates are granted week-
end home visita, are allowed to
have personnl outfits and other
privileges, The ancent beging hy
telling their life stories in intens
pive peer group Bessions,

“We can ail help one anoth-
er.” Amanda said. "IUs wort of
like we're sisters,”

When Amanda arrived, she
had o problem with autharity.
She fought with her parents
and had problems with nlcohol.

Instead of resignation,
Amanda recites rules and regu-
latinns with conviction en a tour
of the girla’ dormitory.

Uniformity is revealed in a
variety of ways. Residenta have
1o wear blue shiorts and white
shirts while attending school.
At work, they wenr orange
shirts and blue shorta,

Their rvoms have to be clean.
If not, a portion of their weekly
stipend of $7 in docked.

Of the allownnce, st leaut

8,50 goes inta a personal ac-

caunt. The rest ean be spent an
ancillory items.

Residents cun also eamn extra
money by working. Amnnda has
suved nearly $400, which she'll
use to buy school clothes when
she returns hume.

She plans to get o job, finish
high achool, und rebuild her life.

“It’s kind of scury,” Amoanda
waid,

In terms of succeases,
though, she dovsn't hove to touk
far. Howard Wenthington is a
teacher and a farmer resident.

Wenthington was sent to
Boys Republic by Wayne Coun-
ty Juvenile Court when he wes
14 for stealing enrx. He spent 10
months there, finished school
und went on to college,

Todny, Weathington teaches
English to re ents.

“It's nltnost like me talking to
myself,” waid Weathington, who
has taught in the Detroit and
Sauthfield schools. *1 see a ot of
things 1 was geing through at
the time,

“Thiy wans the turning peint
in my life.”

Laying down the law: The Boys and Girls Republic cantcen arca is supervised and

used to create incentives.

Attorney in vandalism case
calls accused boy ‘scapegoat’

By L'wm' O'CONNOR
HTAYY WRITKR

The stterncy for the 16-yenr-
old Farmington Hillx boy
charged in the Memarial Day
weekend homo invasion and van-
dnlizing chose words carcfully in
plending hia clieat’s innocence.

Well-known Detroit attorney
Comelius Pitta taped and typed
his commenta about the case, and
asked they be read back to him.

The Farmington Hills boy, 16,
pleaded not guilty Wednesday in
Oakland County Probate Court to
charges he vandalized the home
of n Farmington Hills couple dur-
ing Memonal Day weekend.

1ie wns accompanicd by Pitts,
wha contends hia t[h‘l‘!l was not
involved in i i
at the home of Bruce and
Tuenctta Jackson.

He i charged with secand-de-
gree home nvasion and malicious

deatruction of property more than
$100. He i in Children's Villuge
on probation vialationa.

“The fact is this young man
did not do anything or partici-
pate in the crime or allegationa
charged.” said Pitts in a carcfully
warded stotement, “And that is
the basia of the not-guilty plea.”

Farmington Hills police bee
lieve the trashing af the Jack.
sons’ home was gang-related,
stemming from o report Hruce
Jackson made to autharitics
about graffiti.

Initial vpeculation, though,
was the crimo was racially motic
vated after what appeared to be
~white pawer” was spray-painted
on the wall of the African Ameri-
can couple’a home.

The teen charged in an
African American who lives near
tho Jacksona.

“We will not try our casc in the

media,” Pitta snid. "However, it is
our povition that this young man
is being made o seapegont for ac-
tinns engaged in or performed by
othees — who are, incidentally,
alt white — in an efort to shift
the tenor of the crime from its
racinl implicationa.”

Hills police are purauing the
caxe ngninst two other juveniles
suspected in the erime and have
offered n 81,000 reward. A war-
rant has also been isaued for a
13.year-0ld Wolverine Lake
youth in connection with gang
grafiti painted near the Jack-
sons’ home.,

Several people and agencies,
including the Farminglon/Farm-
nptan Hills Multicultural/Mul-
tirncinl Community Council and
the Farmington Ministerial Aa-
wucintion, lent their mupport to
the Jncksans when the erime oc-
curred.

Woman to seek maximum sentence for attacker

RY PAT MURPHY
HIAFY WITER

A Bouthfield woman today
was cxpected to ask the Oakland
Circuit Caurt tn impose the max-
imum mentence for the.man who
forced her to perform oral aex
during an assault in her oflica
complex.

“This gives me no groat plea.
aure.” tho 45.yonr-old woman
sald 13at week. "But I think the
courta should put him away for
the rest af his iife. Sexual offend-
era aro usuaily at offendera.”

The womsn didn’t want her
name used prior to her appear-
ance today before Judge John
McDonald, who was scheduled to
mpose sentence on nodn'};_llm
nandes, 4D, ugllczunhcn own -
ship in Magom| nty.

rlem-:l:: could be sentenced
to life in pricon after belng con-
victed of criminal sexual condurt
and unarmed robbery in & jury
trial that onded July 20.

Rridence w:’nlmlllhmndn
inclodad b samples
E..mh of the Southfield woman,

mu;;n- During the forced
:nl sex, she bt her sssilant,

st . DU

deawing blood.

The womnn kept the blood in
her mouth, rather than spitting
it out, and later gave it to police.
DNA from that blood rample cn-
abled the prosecution to convinee
the jury Hernandez was her as-
sallant.

*It was the only thing I could
do,” sho said in an intorview, *1
was just so mad he would make
mo do this disgusting thing.”

Hernandez is also charged in
the Doe, 14, 1992, rapo of a
Southfleld psychiatriat and the
June 22, 1993, attempted ax-
sault of a Farmington Hills mae.

age counselor,

Paul T. Walton, Oakland
county asaistant prosecutor, last
weok said he would ank Judge
McDonald to impose the maxi.
mum sentence, life in prison.
Hemandos deserves the maxi.
mum&cnllly for aevaral rea.
sons, Walton said, including tho

remoditated manner in which
carried out the crimes.

“He atalked defonseless
orkplace,” Wal.

ton aaid, "
workers because they warked

alone, cnrried cash and were
cany victima.”

The Sauthficld psychologist,
for example, testified that she
recognized Hernandez an the
man who came to her assistance
when her car beeame disahled in
December 1093,

Three weeks Inter he accosted
her from behind about 10 p.an. ns
she was leaving the affice and,
after covering her eyes with
loose-fitting duct tape, foreed her
to perform ara) rex. When sho bit
him, Hernandez hit her on the
head, the Southfleld women tes-
tified.

During the aesault, she testic
fied that aho could see under the
duet tape and make out her as-
pailant's features, When Hernan-
dex realizo ahe could reo him, he
threw a cont in her face and fled,
the woman tald jurors.

Walton snid tho ovidonce
againat Hernandez was strong.
But the DNA evidento provided
by tho blood aample was the
clinchor. With it, ﬁc said, the
prosecution was able to convincs
tho jury that tlernandez was un.
questionably at the scene.

When You Stop In For A FREE
Figure/Fitness Analysis
& SpaVist,
We'll Give You A...

=0 Kenneth Cooper, MD, the faiher of
aervhics and rhc“:-‘flm s mast A

&"L‘TJSZ':'
i

exercise apecialint, maintaine I

b fucilities are the best equipped 1o

Bl Americans win thefr banle
f with i~




