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Now look who's t:

ary Phillips called to say what s

great idea.

Michello 8ills called to say
shio hes formed one with frionds and
enjoys it.

-And Ruth Daniels, managor of the
AMC Maplo 3, called to say sho would
sg0 what ahe could put togother.

1Al throe were responding to a col-
umn suggesting it would be exciting to
discuss i ing films | 1iate)

In fact, carllior this summer sho
launched a Film Lovers Club that
meeta one Sunday morning cach
month, co-sponsorcd by tho Bames &
Noblo Cafe. This past Sunday 160 peo-
ple turned out to hear Elliot Wilhelm,
foundor of the Dotroit Film Thaatre
and curator of film at the Detroft Insti-
tuto of Arts.

Just who is this masked woman who

after sccing them, perhaps moving
from the movle theater to tho coffee
hbuse or mega bookstore nearby.

'So on Wednesday, Sopt. 6, following
tho 7:15 p.m. ahowing of “the Brothers
McMullen" at tho Maple 3, Danlela
will lead an hour-long discussion of
that film starting at 9:30 p.m. in the
Barnes & Noble Cafo on Telegraph just
south of Maple.

1Sho hopes it will be tho start of a
saries which she calls “Recl Talk” that
sho would dule around though

4 out of tho blue to actually
spin a mero calumn into reality?
Aa it turns out, I sort of know Ruth
Danlels. You may sort of know her, too.
Once, on an every-seat-takon Satur-
day night at the Maple 3 In Bloomficld
Township, the dark-haired, cnth\zulu-

4 Ilg

“I'm supposed to bo on tho screen in-
stead of In front of it,” says Daniels,
who majored in theater at Michi;

tic Danlela spoko in tho 1
theator just beforo the film began,

8ho gavo us a littlo proview of a film
that would open the next weok, sho
asked us to look undor our scata to sco
if we had won a doorprize and she

provoking films.

hanked us for coming.
Sho says sha doea that falrly often.

Stata Unlversity. “1 like to make littlo
announcoments.”

‘But, instead of hoading for Now York
or Hollywood, she married tho man sho
loved, moved into the Farmington Hills
houso in which sho was raised, worked

her way up in the AMC organization
from manager of a $1 movie house to
manager at tho Maple, and had twin
boys (now 4 years 61d) who occupy the
bedroom that was hers as a child.

Sounds liko a film script.

*1 remember when the Maple
opened,’ Danlels said, reminiscing.
And when sho was hired by AMC, she
told thom, ‘I really want the Maple,”

Actually, sho says, “A $1 house and
an art houso aro very similar,"” since
hoth competo against the more com-
mercial theaters.

“I try really hard to keep it (tho
Maple) epecial and diffcrent,” sho said.
“This was my baby beforo my babies.”

Protty soon, Daniels will be trying
harder than ever. Now there's primari-
ly the Main and Maplo in our part of
Oakland County competing for art film
audiences. And even 0, &
“Waterworld” or “Little Women" aro
often thrown in for good measure.

But with the marquce going up, as

‘wae write, on the Birmingham Theatre,
wo're awaiting nine gcreens on two lov-
ols in a0 art deco setting in the heazt of
that city. And then thero's tho 20
screens plus a restaurant complex due
next year at the proposed Star Theatre
in Southfield.

Thot's a lot of screens, And alterna-
tive films certainly could be used tofill
somo of them.

“I'm being sandwiched,” Panliels ac-
knowledges. “I do love this place. If 1
could buy it, I would. I would liks to
protect it.”

Meantime, she is spinning a column
into reality, much to the delight of
Phillips, Sills, Berne — and we hope
other filta buffs all around our towns.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field resident, is former managing edi-
tor of the Eccentric Newspopers. You
can leave her ¢ message from a Touch-
Tone phone at (313) 953-2047, mailbox
1997,

Depending on person, teacher on board can be asset

not attended school board
mootings, I rocently got a real

i shock at tho meoting 1dld at-
ténd, One of our board of education
mombers is a school teacher. How
chn o school teacher be on o board of
cducation which makes doclsions
obout tencher nalaries and fringo
benefita? Isn't this like Iotting the
fox Into the chicken house? Is this
legal?

. Answor: In the state of Michigan a
teacher can serve on a school board but
not in the district in which ho or she
teaches.

And, yes, there aro conflicting opin-
fons regarding teachers on a school
board even if they aro mot on tho board
in the district in which thoy teach.

Let's ook at it historically.

In 1965, when the law was passed al-
lowing teacher negotiations, electing
teacher activists to board positions was
high on the azonda of some local teach.
er unlons. I was thero as a local Michi-

an Education Aasocioti 1
and viewed those educatora promoting
teachers for board positions as a mixed
tpg. Some of thesa actlvists wero legal-
igts, defined, of course, as those who

@ ucstion: As a citlxen who has

2

E nores, ratrike.

! A, Not as fat as Ameritech. We have to print

the ad to make monoy.

: Q. Doesa't Ameritech have to performa

sorvice to make money?

+ A, Nopa. If you don’t want your name printed
rectory, A h calls it
Sorvice” and charges you $1a
month. If you don’t want to bo Hoted and don't
want your number given out by Directory As-
sistance, Ametitech chargea you $1.50 a month.

0y 21t

in tha tel,

“Non-Listad

That's $36 a year.

Q. That's a great deal for Ameritoch. One-
third of us in the suburbs have our names

unlisted.

. A. At Jeast. As our populations grow, the tele-

phone directory geta thinnet.

“servico.”

! Q, Of courde, you could get Caller ID and
ba sbls to learn tho number of wheaver's
& '

ealllng coutdn’t you? 25.year joint venturo with Chinacom . . , Amor.
LA Sum't Ameritech’s prico, And you can {tech has an 80 parcent stake. . .

140 gut Caltor ID with Name, which dlaplays | @ “Now Zenland , . .24.8 porosnt of Telccom
ﬁla 1 tho caller, at Amoritech’s price, No Corp." for which it pald nearly $600 million and

mattar how hard you try to slop incomlng junk

calls, Amoritech makes money.

Q. Say, doesn't Ameritoch want to get into

cabie TV, too? That sounds kind of ominous, | garian phono company. . .
given {halr Mgh-pressure tactlcs and abllity | & “Poland: About two million Poles are on the
1 you for & non-cervice " walting llst for wired phone service today.” Am-

t derogulaten cable TV,

' Thairlatest prans nluu:ayl. :Amcrluch,l

. 8ay, your gubuzban newspapers
must be In fat city, with all tho ads
you're pieking up from the Detroit

' When I went the uniisted route, my Incoming
calls dropped 60 percent, cutting down on unin-
yited dinner-hour hustlera caliing to soll some-
hing or sollcit money. But, I can't fathom how
Amesitoch dares to soak ma $36 a year for that

sarvioe.
A You notion It doesn't a}‘l lt:ﬂe!l n‘;‘ula-
hone company” any more. Ametitech wea
Yy lobiyist In Congress for HR 1868, tha bill

demanded strict adherence to a code or
law. Some wero angry about the low
wages and wotking conditions in the
'60s (which was rcal), while most
tenchers were too busy teaching kida to
concern themaolves.

Indeed, the National Education As-
sociation and the American Federation
of Teachers oncohad a "cillm:mhip

rests o

run for achool board po‘;illnnu. Early
on, however, they concluded that they
gained little by actively i

teachers for local school board posi-
tions,
Tho NEA and AFT's initial position

backfired. Many school board mombers

and citizens weren't warmly receptivo

to NEA-sponsored board members who

wero viewed as NEA puppets. In cx-
treme cases, some boards mado them a
non-entity by vating down any fssue
that smelled a8 NEA endoraed. But
that's history.

It's a totslly difforent attitude today.
Today the two major teacher organiza-
tions stay away from this issue. Dick
Vander Wouds, a political education
speciallst with the NEA says, "Wo do
encourago teachers to run, but no more
than we encourago any other citizen

Ameritech takes profits
without giving service

whi ds the issucs and is
committed to the changes we beliova
are valid.”

Onc AFT official said, *You are bet-
ter off with a local lawyer, minister or
active parent who is supportive of your
concerns.”

Twenty years ago, there was a tend-
ency among many union leaders to as-
sumo that getting teachers on boards of
cducation was the better choice. But as
teachers beeame more politically so-

l

nel into your home?

cutting our ratcs?

VESTMENTS:

lar sarvice.
n"G

a
Austsis, Bwi

book, and If they get into eable TV, will they
charge you for not sonding o premium chan.

A. I ghare your suapicions.
Q. Ameritech has to be making a ton of
money. What's it dolng with all that cash —

A. Revenues In 1994 wore a record $12.0 bil-
lion. It's inveating hoavily overscas. I quote
from Ameritoch's own PR releass, so thelr high-
pressure exocs can't ask for equnl space:

“AMERITECH'S INTERNATIONAL IN-

® “Chinn: In August 1905 Ameritech formed a

I8 ""now worth more than twica that.” :
M “Hungary: Amoritech inveated $457.6 million
: for @ 15 percent fntorest in IYP\'I‘AV. the Hun-

eritsch ownas 24.5 percent of Centertat, the cellu.

i

tond. Belai

blishor of

‘Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the Czech Re-
public, Croatia, Slovakia Lmdl S!m‘nh:" T}xn

_ “pne of the world's largest ft

Qu

‘bations companies, provides a wids array of lo-
: :lpbm-, dxlnudl:'ldu sorvioes in the US.
M‘ ”

Makss me suspicions, If they charge

v

owned 100 percent by Ameritech.

The writer's volce mail number is (315) 563-
2047 ext. 1881, To avoid paying Ameritech, mail
a fetter or even a postcard in care of this news-
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d, it was found that a teacher
on tho board wasn’t going to behave
any difforently than any other person.
It was not unusual to find teachers
who believed that tenure should be
tightened up to phase out a few of their
peers,

‘Todny, most quality school districts
actively involve teachers in the deci-
slon-making process, Many principals
use stall councils, central office in-
structional leaders ond know how im-
portant it ia to involve teachers in
planning. There are parcnt edvisory

i many with hers on the
panel. It is a differont ball game today
than in the good old daya of top-down
management. Slower and more painful
at times, but as it should be.

In my philosophy, I believe the more

hers and principals are involved in
the decision-making process, the more
they have at stake to sec that the re-
sults aro successful. Conversely, the
lesa involved thoy atc, the less they

Theee is one thing more thrilling than driting @ 1995 Juguar XJ6: its salue. Hecause if
youte ever wanted i
245k dat on someone’s hurizun, ou can ke all of them far S699/munth. Visit wut show room und
test drite 1995 Jaguae today,
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could care,

A teacher on the board can be an as-
sct or an inhibiting factor. But that de-

into the position. They will be listened
to and can make a significant contribu-
tion,

If a radical out to destroy the system
is clected, he or she will be silently
crushed like an ant by the votes of a
board that has insight into the big pic-
ture. That's the beauty and value of an
elected and responsible board of educa-
tion.

James “Doc" Doyle has more than 25
years experience as a public school
teacher and administrator. He is cur-
rently a consultant. He lives in North-
ville Township.
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pends on the nttitude the teacher takes .
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