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Two Farmington Hills
brothers learn many
lessons from their yearly
gardening hobby that be-
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N Ivan nlso ndored Northern Michigan with its

- many lnkes and treea. He improved hin water
akiing and learncd what “tubing” is. As a matter

[ of fact, he purchased his own tube to take beck

" to Spain with him, .

Hia favorite place to visit in Michigan was
Mackinac Island. He cansily managed to bike the
eight miles around the jutand with us and found
the sites to be foscinati
are, he was very interested in the Great Lakes.
Climbing the Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes was
also a highlight for Ivan.

As this was our second time in hoating a stu-

or the second time, we decided to hast a

foreign exchunge student from Europe

through the Nacel Cultural Program. This

. gumuncr, our guest was Ivan Canalejo from
Madrid, Spain. He quickly and cusily adapted
himself to our fumily and truly became part of
the clan.

Tvan is 15 years old and spent most of his tima

a8 n companion to my twa sons. They truly en-

. joyed wharing their daily lives with him, showing

: him what American teens like to do and helping

- him to improve his English.

: Same.of his local faverite things included

. Marvin's Mechanical Museum, the 12 Onka Mall,

' watching the Lions practice ot the Sitverdome,

_ Slurpees ot T-Eleven, meeting aren teens, cnjoy-
ing the famous American movies, and visiting
the many interesting places in the Farmington
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gan when cach was 3.
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what they'ro growing — and what
they're growing in definitoly not

Watermelon, cucumbora, two
kinds of tomatoes, poppers, basil,
radishes and pen pode fill the gar-
den poteh bohind the home of broth.
crs Eric, 8, and Brent, 6.

The boys, nona of Suo and Jofl'
Hoffman, bath germinated an intor-
est in gardening when they wero 3.
That intercst grow down through
the generations, Suo Hoffman said
ber grandfather was instrumontal
in cultivating her intorest in gor-

“I remember that ho would como
up every singlo summer at tho be-
ginning of summer and watch my
brothers and 1 plant the garden,”
she snid. “Ho never went home until
the first thinga broke through the

Tho hoo has now been passed to
the Hoffmana' children,

Giving credit to his parents’ con-
tribution for the initial fertilization,
Brent said, “They just kind of otart-
¢d it and now wo do all of it. Wo'ro
the anly ones that water [t.”

‘The boys nro nlso responsiblo for
picking the produce to bring to the
dinner table. They assume tho re-
gponsibility for the garden, Suo paid,
just liko they do for the dishes and
for their rooms.

The kids are
growing like weeds
at the Hoffman
houso in Farming-
ton Hilla. Woll, it's
not really the kids'
rato of growth, but

r

‘Seeds of tradition are carefully Iplante

InsiDE:
Brides, Page 17A.
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“It teachea you a lot of reaponsi-
bilitios,” admitted Brent, “If you
don’t plck things ot the right time,
they rot.”

Added Eric, “You have to make
suro thnt when you pick them that
you only pick that vegetable or fruit
2nd you don't pick any other parts of
tho plant. Also, make sure you don't
etep an them.”

Frults of labor: Eric and Brent Hoffman have something to show when they return to school !’
and tell what they did on their summer vacations. . Ve

Brent noted, “You havo to have
real small feot.”

The boys have learned a fair
share about how things grow and
proper growing conditions, A lot of
watering {8 required during hot
days to dovelop thoso honeyrock wa-
tormelone into their swoot, juicy
best. Radishes left growing will de-
velop into large plants that produce
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. o
pretty little flowers and sced pods to . !
be harvested for next year's cyunchy? |
hot roata, 52 ‘

“Jt'a kind of amazing that this- !
tiny secd can grow into a 10-foot
plant,” Brent marveled.

The brothers have also received
some good advice (rom tho folks at
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End the embarrassment.
Bad hreath IS curable!

CALL: ™
The Fresh Breath
Contro of Michigan
313-453-6320
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“I Was Concerned

About My Mother Until

She Moved To

Grand River Village.”

I was uncasy about my mother living alone, When she moved to
Grand River Village 1 knew she would reccive the support that she
needs and the independence that she deserves.
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on pens,
binders, markers,

back-to-school needs

your first stop for .
Back-To-School Savings!.
Everyday

penclls, notebooks,
calculators and many
more of your
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