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DP:T foﬁhder me'ets With film

BY Jubrni DONER BERNE
HPEICIAL WITER

It's & sunny, summer, Sunday
ing in Bl 1d Townshl

joe]
e

Y

ence, seatod in heavily Republi-
can Oskland County.
With a !3nchdmp of a Republi-

And 160 people ere sitting In a
dimly lit movie theater although
no film {a scheduled until nfter.
noon,

Thoy have come to tho third
seasion of the Flim Lovers Club,
co-sponsared by the AMC Maplo
3 and Barnes & Noble Cafo.

Attendance has grown so that

lod Congress sesking
to eradicate the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, Wilhelm rocites
this exporienco:

In tho carly 70s, the NEA recog-
nlzed the vold in alternative film'
theators thet had doveloped in
Dotroit and other major cites.

Through o Regional Film The.
atro Project, they gave monoy to
culturat centors and li-

o hly Sunday 3

meeting hes to be movd from the
bookstors coffea shop to the the-
ator on Msplo just west of Tele-

graph.

Thin day Harvey and Nadlne
Miller, Dlane Pominh, Irena An.
bendor - all colncidentally of
West Bloomfleld — are part of an
audlence that bas come to hear
Elliot Wilhelm, founder of the
Detroit Film Theatro at, the Do-
trolt Inatituto of Arts,

“It's a reel privilepe to havo the
job that I have,” Wilhelm tells
them in his engnging, conversa-
tional mannor. “For me to stand
at tho back of a theater and sco an
audlence reapondlng to a film on
tho screen 15 truly exciting.”

Wilhelm, Detroit-born and
Lred, told of nurturing hls love for
film at the art film theaters of his
boyhood — The Studio, Studio
Nortb, Studio 8 and Studio 4,

:But from 1970 untll Withelm
formed the DFT in 1073, “there
was no real theater that showed
alternative kinda of film,

“Tho NEA got mo the job I
have,” Wilholm tells this oudi-

brarles to rovive tho showing of
alternatlva fllma. And one of
%IIEAI.B waa a $10,000 grant to the

Wiihelm rocalls the racial ten-
slons that ruled Dotroit in the
early '70's and tho question of
whether tho DIA was tho right
venue,

“In a major city, that's whera
culture happens.” At the same
time, “We recognized that it wasa
distinct possibility that It would
fail. Would the subutbs come?”

Tho theater seata 1,200. And
857 came that first night. The
theater has avoraged batwoen 850
and 1,000 each ovenlng sinco.

And onco theatsrs like the
Maplo opened, in 1076, the NEA
withdrew tho grant. The alterna.
ll[vn film market was once moro in

8c0,

“The DFT's health is import-
ant to the Mapla's health,” Wil.
helm says. “Togother theso the-
aters (together with the Maln Ast,
tho Abbey, etc) arc offering the
public 8 much wider selection of
films than they wonld otherwise
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@‘in a major clty, that's wirere culture hap.
pens. We recognlzad that [t wag a distinct pos-
alblilty that It wouid fall, Would the suburbs

come? Elliot Wilhelm

Scpt. 17 at the Maple 3. And the
first meeting of the Reel Tolk film
discussion group takes place ot the
Barnes & Noble Cafe at 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 6 ofter the 7:15
pm. showinz of the “Brothers
McMullen" ot the Maple 3. Call
Ruth Danlels at (810) 855-9091
for more information.

be scelng.

“"Wo wish them all great health,
Whon sudiences’ tastes are
redsod, they'll support thom in tho
marketplace. Ji great cycle, the
more end more you go to good
filme, tho mozo will be made.”

The nest meeting of the Film
Lovers Clud is 10 a.m. Sundoy,
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