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. Honor Among Thieves
; —Edwin McCain

M Like Hootie and the Blowfish,
3 Better Ttan Exra, The Verve
¥ Pipe ond Jackopierco, Edwin
McCaln is a gradusts of tho

2% AWARE compilation disca re-
AR GH leased by Madaket Rocords. The
ocoustic first slngle “Solitude” from “Honor
Among Thloves™ (Atlantic) ia & re-recorded ver-

builds up to a guest appearance by Hootle singer
Darius Rucker, It seema like a desperats attempt
to attract listeners unlezs you know that they wero
schoolmates at the University of South Carolina,
and that the two had performed the song during
most of their tour together.

“Solitude,” which teils the true story of a teen-
ager whose mother insiated that he be kept in a
rehabilitation center from age 15-18 even though
“the doctars said he was well,” is the atznd-out
song on tha album.

The funky uptemmpo songs like “Jesters,
Dreamers and Thieves™ and “Don't Bring Ma
Down" are mors of a testament to McCain's talent
than the quict acoustic tunes. (Although the vio-
lin In “Don't Bring Me Down" is an awkward
touch.) They allow bim to showcase his his fast-
paced vocal style. “Honor Among ‘Thicves™ is &
good starting point for McCain, who will embark
on a fall college tour the beginning of September.
—Christina Fuoco

Strange Pleasure
—Jimmie Vaughan

For his Epic Records debut, former Fabulous
Thunderbirds lead guitarist and big brother to the
legendery Stevie Ray, Jimmie Vaughan works in s
style that surfaced on “Family Style,” the disc he
cut with his little brotber a few years back.
Throughout this collection, 83 was tha case with
the aforementioned, the style is heavily influenced
by 19508 Texas blues and R&B. You can hear that
white sox and saddle shoes thing goirg on, expe-
cially in the opening “Boom-Bapa-Boom,” the pi-
ano-driven “Just Like Putty,” and the finger-
snappin’ instrumental, “Tilt-A-Whir,” though
it's a feel that never strays far. Which is hardly
meant to infer that Vaughan has his hesd stuck in
a time warp; rather that he bas o reverential ap-
preciation for his roots.

“Flamenco Dancer,” the best eong here, and
“Six Strings Down,” a chilling acoustic tributs to
the fallen giants of the blues, point to his willing-
fess to etretch out of that roots mold, lest ho be
pegged some sort of dreaded revisionist. The for-
taer, particularly, is about as far from formulaas
any player has stroyed this year. Followingita
flamenco sketch opening bar, the song breaks into
a catchy shuffle that's gs infectious 2s. anything
out of the classic school. *“Two Wings™ is a bare-
bones, organ and drum-driven gospet piecs and

sion of what appeared on ‘Aware IL" This time it .

‘Warped Tour’ appeals to punkers

By CHRISTINA FUOCO
Brary Wuten

“Tho Warped Tour” has everything
that o skateboard punker could went
— two stages of munic, akate ramps,
strect courses, and a glant climbing
wall. But Scaweed singer Aaron M.
Stauffer pays there's one thing miss-

ing

“Wa thlnk it needs “The Zipper.' If
there were rides this would bea camni-
val. It does have a climblng wall, but
{t'a not exactly “The Zlpper." "

“The Warped Tour™ s a first col-
laborzative tour to blend music and
t!lla ‘:nxu:mo"bupom 'lifu(ylu ‘of

ungee J n-
line akating, and anowboarding.

“I think thia tour's important be-
causa it'a tho first tour like this to go
around the country.. 2. Thislslikea
veally valid thing with a lot of great
bands that are, for the main part, not
mainstream so far,” sald Charlio, gui-
tariat for Civ,

All bands playlng “The Warped
Tour" have been chosen for the tour
as a result of their longstanding affill-
ation with the “extrema™ sports lifo-
style, dating back to the emergenco of
skate/music fanzines in tho early
*80a, organizers said. Beaides Clv and
Seaweed, tho lineup for tho 1 pun.
Friday, Aug. 25, festival at tho Phoe-
niz Plaza Amphitheatre in Pontlac
includes L7, Quicksand, Orange
9mm, No Use For A Name, Sublime,
Fluf, Tilt, Swinging Udders, Red &
and Wizo on two stages.

While bands ere playing, profes-
sional akaters and other athletes will
bo showing thelr respective trades in
varicus ereas of the venuo situated on
top of & parking structure. Intzrma.
tional akato cclebritics Remy Strat-
ton, Steve Alba, Neil Hendrix and
Jaya Bondereu, champion in-line
skaters Angio Walton, Tom Fry, Rene
Hulgreen and Arlo Eisenberg and pro
BMX rider Keith Traenor are among
those scheduled to appear on Friday,

The $1 charge to climb the wall will
be donated to water conservation
charity Ocean Ald and the music in-
duatry-founded non-profit AIDS or-
ganization LIFEBeat.

Most of the bands scheduled to
play havo achioved sircet-lovel credi-
bility with their do-it- ymm‘eLl punk
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rock ethic, Orange Smm,
former Detroiter Matthew Crosa on
drums, has toured relentlessly in sup-
port of their debut album “Driver Not

“Love The World” works some Creed tyl
voodoo drone into the miz.

1t's o joyous album, obvicualy as much for the
player £ for the listener. Stovie Ray Vaughan's
first guitar hero was his big brother. J immis
Vaughan is the kind of player that every guiter
player wishes was his big brother, This is ono of
the best debuts, in any genre, of this year.

—Mark E. Gallo

: Mark B Gollo is a freelance reporter from Farm-
ington Hills.

Specialty Legends of Jump
Blues, Vol. 1
-—Various Artists’

J
Mop,” “Onec Sweet Letter,” and “Pink Cham-
pnma").ywnpzrbtvﬂwt.llmmyﬂdﬂl(“l&g’t
Stop It,” “Baturdsy Night Boogie Woogle Man,

- and “That Song Is Gene™), Roy Milton “I Dace
You Baby” and “Tha Hent Is Ou™) are all well
nwmuudonmﬂeﬁ.&amfoﬂhd:mhbﬂ!.u
nllnanlk-vihl"Swdnl:wary"hudut,
but this will serve as the budgst ssmpler for tha
unitiated.

Tyeats abound here from relative unknowns, a3
well. Like King Perry and bis Pied Pipera dolng
“Duck’a Yos Yas Yas,” Buddy Banks’ 1040 “Hsp-

. WHmlBlw.’wuhﬁMvmﬂnumMum
‘Abernathy end Human s hard rockla’

3'm Your Rockin® ban.” Grest stuff to boogla

'] - ewxy n Pridey night.

—Barh . Gello
Morh E, Gallo is o reelance critic from Forming-
i o

Have a listen
‘ %wmhmvmﬂ,&ﬁ"

ded” (East Weat).

Civ’s reaume looks like a Who's
Who of punk rock with members who
gre veterans of Gorilla Blscuits,
Youth of Todsy, Judge, Bold, Shelter,
Side by 8ide, and Project. Civ, whosa
major-label debut “Set Your Goala”
was just released on Lava/Atlantic,
got a booct into the mainstresm ro-
cently with the addition of tho vidoo
for Adam and the Ants-influenced
single “Can't Wait Ons Minuts
More” (nto MTV's “Buzz Bln"

joined “the ahow™ Tucsday

with the releaso of “Spanswesy” on
Hollywood Records.

“I'm o0 excited,” Stauffer sald last

Nice guys

Better Then Exra is heading the

Band in the Werld” contest. Stager/
guitarist Kevin Griffin odits swesr
words out of & conversetion himself,
expl every mualc (ndustsy
torm that he uses,
not. Inztesd of ripping co radio, Bet-
tet Than Ezra goes out of thalr way to
thank the stations that have support-
od them.

“In svery town we 2o 10 8 radio sta.
tion 5nd make an «ffort to pet Lo kmow
peupls snd snoke an impressica. If
the peopls Jike you personally, they’re
more ept to listea to your album,”
s2!d Griffin obrsously of good market-
ing skilla as well.

if it's needed or. then.

week. “It'a my favorits album we've
ever made. It hes an abundance of
good songz on L™

Sublime will s0on releaso an elbum
on Skunk/Gascline Alloy/MCA
Records. Th| them a peck
Into potential rock stardom.

“We've only toured in our own vo-
Licle. This time wy havo a real-life
rock.star bus” singer Bred Nowell

sald

1n spring the band made a ripple In
the music industry with its controver.
2lal single “Dato Rape.” Nowoll said
that he didn't mean to offend anyone.

“In The Blood."”

When he wrote the song in 19888, ke
was juat messing around with words
thet rhymed. The complalats about
tho song, however, have motivated
him to write more burning tyrics.
“I'vo dono & lot of phoners with
peopls who are t It It
makes me ssy, ‘Damn. I'd wiite more
songs Jike that if they would give mo

call and yell,’ * Nowell sald.
Critics have sald thst this tour will
rock’s popularity. That's

gauge punk
tho last thing on the minds of the
bands,

“} never really think about things

Croatingabuzz: The first video from Civ's debut album *Set Your Goals" is featured in the
MTV Buzz Bin along with Better Than Ezra’s

that way. To me, it's & tour that wa're:
dolng with a lot of our friends..
There's a skato romp eo when I'm
bared I can watch thess amasing
skaters. Thoy just do insane tricks,”
said Beaweed's Stauffer,

“{ think if people come to the show
ond have fun that's important.”

The 315 tickets for “The W
at Ticketmaster,

‘Better than Ezra’ find success:

north on 1.85. It was one of those
Hnd-"ofdmwhmymmmﬂolm

“Ihe roed o success was a bumpy
one for Better Than Ezra. Beforo co-
{ound.lu the band with Griffin In

At

i

- . thelr own label Swell Records but when sales star
%Ekk.fm slgned them.
on Saturday, Aug. 26. .-

ot 7pm.on. \ Ai. . grose, Detrolt. Foe mors
Aoy Hell 491 B Cow- CaB OIS 6LABLT.

Deluxe’* #ifrts Loulsana
drummar Cary
and bausist Tom Dr

DoEiT: o

ilsana’s Befter Than Exra — ﬁv y ”ﬁ'
Bonnecaze, glxdt_arilt‘/wfalm Kevin Grij
- firal

d “Deluza" on -

The band plays St. Andrew’s Hall in
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