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Picano’s celebrates 10th

BY ETHEL S8DOIONS
Brary wamE

inors ot Picano's Italian
Dﬂeulnurnnt & Loungo are

alroady sampling some of
the dishon that will be on the
new monu boing planned by chel
William Hall,

The popular Troy restaurant
sthat owner Daminic Picano snys
"appeals to “all tho Italian food
lavers” is in its 10th year, Chel
Hall — who roturnod to the
réstaurant throo months ago,
oRor aix yenrs as partner in two
othor Dotroit-aroa Italian
restaurants — has been featur-
ing cntrees from tho new menu
4 daily specinls.

““It's going to have a lot of now,
exciting things, We'ro going to
featuro more rogional italian
specinltics,” Hall said. Among
these are Tuscan grills, with
fish, wild gamo or atcaks, fla-
vored in infused olive oila.

The wine list, which offers a
wids selection of Italian and Cal-
ifarnia wincs, also is being
redono.

Picano, who used to own 6 car-
ryout pizza shop in Detroit,
opened his sit-down restaurant
after moving to Troy. Also work.
ing with him nt tho restaurant is
his wife, Brends, and their two
daughters, Tina and Cristina.

Romantic dinner
In February, Picano dreamed
up the idea of offering a roman-
tie dinner for two. Now it's a reg-
ular feature on the menu. Tho
meal, which coats $26 per por-
son, includes hot and cold hora
docuvres, entrees and dessert.

Chef Hall serves family-atyle
platters of pasta — ponne, in
vodka ssuce, and bucatini
{resembling macaroni but with
the doublo thickness of apaghot-
ti) - and a combination of medal-
liona of tendcrloin, salmon and
lamb chops, or whatever looks
good to him at the market.

Souteed wild mushrooms,

ronsted poppers, hot popper
shrimp, clives and checses aro
on tho appetizer platter. Dessert
is gelati with fruit sauteed in
Italian liqueur,
» Picano’s is now makirg its own
gelati, the Italian ice cream, that
Hall eaid is “higher in flavor and
lower in fat. It'a six-soven por-
cent butterfat.”

The romontic dinner in served
in the Caesar's voom, whero
white cloths are on the tables for
both lunch and dinner. Two
other, moro informal rooms,
catering te familics, are the non-

ing room, Mont i
named after Picano's h
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Populat restaurant: Chef William Hall (left) with Dominic Picano at Picano's, which
is celebrating its 10th anniversary. ] .

Cacsar's were added in 1089,

Picano is happy to have Hall
back in the kitchen. "He's very
creative,” ho snid. The awner
had told Hall thero was “an open
deor” whenover ho wanted to
return.

An interesting dish Hall pre-
pares for lunch and dinnor is
Chicken Involtini, a pounded
chicken breast rolled with herba,
prosciutto Italian ham and fonti-
na cheeso, browned and sliced.
“It Jooks Jike pinwhoels and is
sorved with fresh herb savory
eouce,” ho said.

Another notevorthy cntreo in
veal with sautecd eggplant and
marsala, mushrooms and fontina
cheeso. The restaurant is nlso
introducing risotto, the Italian
rice dish.

For lunch or dinner, soup or
snlad comos with all pasta
entrees, A sido dish of pasta, as
well as soup or salad, accompa-
nics fish and meat entrees,

Ta complete a meal, there aro
also Italian tiramisu or cannoli
for dessert. And, Picano said,
“Wo mako the best cappuccino
and espresso in Michigan.”

Frequent diner
*I ent hero a lot becauso I enjoy
tho food, It's always tasty and up
isfaction,” said Eunico

in Italy, and the DiPiczza room.
Added rooms

Whon Plcanc's first opened,
thore were two dining rooms
eeating 176. Silvio's bar, seating
40 at bar stools and tables, and

to my

Schmidt of Troy, who was having
whitefish at lunch recently. Sho
wos dining with Madoline
Spence of Troy who, when asked
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Neweat Unique Restaurant Corporstion rectaurant, 34533 W, 12 Mile Road
{botwosn Farmington Rond and Drake), Farmingion Hilla, snesh pioview on 7:30
.. Saturday, Sept. 2 to bonefit the Barbesa Ann Karmanos Cancer Instliuta, for-

Relith menu, 8 concept that combincs haalthy cooking techniques with a variety of
relishos. Tickets $40 por perzon, cosh bac will bo offered. All proceeds £ to tha
Institute. N

(810) 4435320

Bpecial svente

7
marty the Michigan Cencer Foundetion. Stroliing suppor featutes salectlony from tha

-

-

Aslen Feast

Unique Rostsurant Corparation Corporate Chef Him Bamatt has dosigned this year's
Atlan Feast, 1t will be vffered 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24 at Trattorin Oruscheita
inside Novi's Hotel Baronette, 27700 Novl Road, (810} 3055210 and 7 p.m. Satur.,
doy, Aug. 26 at Sabastion‘s Grlll (nslds the Somarset Cotlection st 2743 BIg Boaver
Road In Troy, (810) 8498625, The cost is $30.95 per person, not including tex and
gratulty. Call for reservations. Monu Includes hot and sour soup with grisdied chick-

Angus Tendasfoln with roasted shallots,
Pallo

in Ann Arbor

Pigakin Ctocsic on August 24, Partios begin two hours bofora tha geme and feoture
Pailo's classic football butlel, Tre restaurant a1 347 South Main Streot, 18 neay
parking etnuctures and within walk(ng distance of the football stadium, Al Rooftop
Teligate Parties aro open to tha pudlic. The cost Is $20 at the door.

(313) 9305100
Dakota Inn Rethakallsr

Seventh annust Chill Cook-off to banefit Loader Bogs for the Biind Foundatlon, 1
p.m, Saturday, Aug. 26, 17324 John R, Streat, Detroits Twenty-five teams will com-
poto for the blue ribbon. (313) 8679722

Tho Watst Club Qrll

and food. Cast $32.50 per person Includes lax and gratuity, Intofactive murdar myl
131y performance, four course dinner, Tho restourant ls st 39500 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth. Limited saating, call for reservetions, {313} 434-0660

Picano’e R and lounge

« Addrass: 3775 Rochestor Road, ot corner of Rochester
Road and Troywoaod, at 16/4 Mile Road, In Troy

« Phono number: (810) 688-B050

o Hours: Mondoy-Thursday 11 .m. to 10:30 p.m.; Friday 11
£.m. to 11 p.m.: Saturdoy 4-11 p.m. (during August only},
noon to 11 p.m. {staning In Soptamber); Sunday 1.9:30
p.m.

« Monu synopals: itallan food Including veool, posts, chick-
en, seafood. Eight differant specinis dally. Full bar.

» Vogotatlan filondly? Yes.

« Highlights: Music seven nights a weaok, Itallan Night on
tAonday, four musicions lod by Eddlo DoSantis with singor
Maris Mariotto. Tuosday-Sunday, Itellen vocalist Pino
Morolll.

o Coot: Lunch $6.95-$$11.95, dinnor $8.25:$16,95,

« Reservations needed? For parties of six or moro,

« Credit cards: All major cords accopted.,

Kingaisy Inn Dinner Theatrs

RJO Productions prosents *Mass Appoal by Bill €. Davls, Saturdays through Jan. 2
at thoe Ina 1475 Woodward {south of Long Lake) Bloomfletd HIlls, Dinner 7:30 a.m.
foliowed by show, Cost $29.95 per person, Includos full coursa dinner, shaw, one
arlnk per parson. Entree salectionn: chicken bronst In cherry sauce, roast pork ten-
gerloln, brolted salmon, {B10) 642-0100

the kick off of the first Rooftop Tait |
gate Party 298300 for home University of Michigan football games starting with the

“Politics ls Mwdar,” 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 25, an evening of murdar, mystery, Jaughs -+

Farmington Philharmonic
eager to serve at Big Boy

A tipa collected by colebrity
gervors, including Farmington

Big Boy and tho Farmington
Area Phitharmenic are looking
to make beautiful mueic

togother 6-9 p.m. Sundny, Aug. ter Karen Nixon Lane and

27, #s the Farmingion Big 8ay Farmington Ohsorver editor
hosts a Celebrity Scrver Nignt  Tom Baer, will bo given to the
to beaaflt the orchestra. orchastra, and Big Boy wiil

The rostaurant at 20788
Farmington and Eight Mile
Rond, will welcomo many local -

donate 30 percent of the day’s
total aales.
“QOne of our main goals {s to

notahles. introduce youngaters to clanai-.

Area Philharmonic muaic diree- |

on dumplings, Raman wespped Mulne Iobstor with Otlental greens, and Asian saared .

how her salmon was, with o
mouthful could only say,
*Ummmi” And perhaps that says
itall,

Just finishing his oalad beforo
the main course was served, Bill
Johnstone of Ypoilanti, who
works in Troy, declared, *The
salad waa surprisingly good. In
somo Italian rostaurants tho
vinaigrette dressing is too spicy

or bite-y, but this was just right.
The vegetablos were good. Tho
lottuce was fresh. Also it was

* chilled nico.”

Irma Tetrauld of Royal Qak,
who was having lunch with
Johnstono, said sho often has
meals at Picano's. *I've had real-
1y good experiences with them. 1
liko tho restaurant, and I think
tho waitresses are very nice.

“*We're heppy to be able to
provide thia opportunity for eur
customers to support a worth-
while cause while enjoying a
groat meal,” said Tony
Michuncels, vico president of
marketing for Elias Brothers
Reatsurants, Inc.

cal music,” aoid Leng. “And,
like Big Boy Restaurants, wo
are very family oriented. We
are pleased to have the opper-
tunity to host our event with a
compuny whose name is syn-
onymoun with family fun and
community involvement.”
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