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Chiefs will try ¢ ' » lack of height again

vBrtsﬁv'lu;vnaM tributors from that toam were lost  son, battling In the low post bounding and defending. Ir. our fany Willlams, and sophiomore percent from the floor and 60 per-
Funny hi this to graduatlon should put tho against moatly bigger focs. league, and sgainst the non- Kristin Lukasik. All muststep up cont from the free-throw line laat

WY :.1" aome things nover  Chlofs Into the titlo-contendor  Becky Vachow, a 5-8 senlorwho  Jeague opponents on our ached-  thelr game. . season), and newcomers like jun.
M’xl;l o by blnn'a P h C class. But the players lost won't staried part of the time last sea-  ylo, we're guing to play some prot- Which means translating lof transfer Jennifer MacLellan, a
. |:lplm b:sk ‘bmnuu an: ba asy to replace. son, also returna. She, too, will bs ¢y farge teams.” . Blohm's offense Into points. This 6-6 guard from Bouthgate Aqui-
”“; T :i D o toam faced Gone aro Amicio Crayton and  ateam co-captain. In the Westarn Lakea Activities * ‘will not bo a fast-breaking teem, ' 128, and 68 sophomere Nkechi
a8 the end of last sesson wlll be  Jacklo Nicetr, taking with them  Those are tho only senlors on  Ascociation, that begina with de- . Ift follows form: “Wo have pretty Okwumabun will have to contrib-

atart of the ‘05 campalgn: sixe, or
rathor a lack of it.

The Chlefs, in slmplest torms,
are not hig. Howover, it's worth
rememboring that most of this
undorsized team waa part of the
'g4 squad that made a run
theough the stats tournament, a
trip that wasn't derailed until the
Class A semlfinals,

Canton completed last acason
with a 19-7 record.

Considering that only two con-

While rival

oomo of tho tcam specd, a lot of
experience and a good deal of do-

enso.

“Wo'l miss Jackio and Amiclo
a lot bocause both were great de.
fenders,” sald Cantan coach Bob
Blohm.

Although tha Chiofs may not
have anyono {n particular capable
of filllng those spots just yet, they
do have a solid foundatl

the squad, but experience is no
problem. Junior Kristi Fiorensi, a
6-9 forward, ia In her third year on
the varsity. And 5-6 sophomore
guard Melisaa Marzolf was a
freshman atarter last yoar.

“My blg concern,” said Blohm,
*“Is dopth.”

What about offense? Beforo
Canton's run through the state
tho team stiuggled to

It starts with b-foot-10 senfor
center Sarah Warnke. A team co-
captain, sho averaged 11.6 points
and 8,5 rebounda a game lnat sea-

acore at times.

That won't be the problem this
sonson, Blohm focls. “Wo won't
havo as hard a time scaring as ro-

Rocks have plenty of it

BYC.J. RigAK players,” he sald. “Evory one of
HArY Whtea thom has legitimato credentiels in
It's got to be sald: Plymouth playing the game, at soma lovel.”
Saler's hopes for basketball suc. The junlors with varsity experi-

cess arc sizable.

That's becauso the Rocks aro
just that — sizablo. To prove that
point, one only need note that
sophomore Amanda Abraham, a
6-footar who camned all-Lakes Di-
vision honors as a freshman for-
ward last year after avernging 10
polnts and nino rebounds a game
was switched to point guard,

“Wao have two good ploces of the
puzzle to build around,” sald Sa-
lem coach Fred Thomann, refer-
ring to Abroham and pll-Western
Lakes Actlvitics Assoclation een-
ter Shellyo Sills, a senior co-cap-
tain, Sillo, another 6-footer, aver-
aged 16 points and 10 boards o
gamo in ‘04,

Theos two, combined with sen-
jors Nicolo Van Hees and Kelly
Simpson, will provide the Rocks
with a good deal of leadership.
The 5-10 Van Hees, o part-timo
starter Inst year, and tho 6.1
Simpson will also scrve as cap-
tains.

What the Rocks may be lacklng
is open court ability, although

‘Thomann might not agree. “Thia

is a pretty competitive group of 10

ence aro 5.9 Laurcl Welnman and
5-1% Janello Sterling. Leslio Er-
Ickaan, a 5.9 forward, and Moeritt
Walker, a 60 ward,

ability to rebound the basketball,
at times,” the Salem coach sald
“Thoy've also shown a decent
ability to play dcfense — at
times.”

Abraham’s switch to point
guard is “an interesting change.

bath played for Salem’s junior
varsity last scason.

Two freshmen will play varsity
this season, and thoy, too, are big:
5.9 Angela Sillmon and 6-1 An-
drea Pruett.

“We've got nlco sizo and out-
standlng athleticism, for tho sizo
wo have,” sald Thomann. “And
we've got decent skill."”

‘What Salem lost was leader-
ship and tho ebillty to move the
ball, talents Kelly Lukasik,
Karen Gundry and Liz Erickson
provided to last year's 16-7 team.
All havo graduated,

Will this group bo able to ro-
place those quolitiea? “That's the
part of tho gamo we'ro working at
real hard,” Thomann said when
questioned about his team's pass-
ing abllity. “And we're getting
betierat it

Soma of the perceived strengths
may tumn out otherwiss if nat
worked at and developed. “Cne of
the strengtha of thia team is the

It's hing we just came upon
this summer, Ono day, we just
told her ‘You're tho point guard,
Go play.” And we kind of davel-
opad it from there.”

“The changa should suit Abra-
ham, who seems a better distribu-
tor than acorer. And scorors are
not lacking on this team; indood,
until rolea are clearly defined, it
may be difficult to figure the

Rocks,

“One of the questions we have
with this team is, ‘Can we creato
offenss in tho half-court game?' "

Thomann asked. “Who should ‘|

shoot, who should score, and do
wa have the patience to grt them
the ball?” .

Salem will have to find answers
to those questions quickly if they
plan to survive their early-season
schedule. The Rocks face Ann Ar-
bor Pioneer and Rochester Adams
next week, but the big challenge
comes Sept. 16 when defending
Class A champlon Flint Northern,
foaturidy 6-4 center Tawana
McDonald, invades Salem's gym.

. *Sefl it with three ads guaranteed, or we'll .

fendlng champlon Walled Lake
Contral, which returns all but one
of ita ployers. Plymouth Balem
also has a sizable teams, and
Northville is cxpected to be both
experienced and talonted.

If Canton (s to challonge for tha
title, the experience it galned
through last season’s tournament
run — which Included a 49-35 up-
sot of Walled Lako Centrat in the
quarterfinals — will have to be
harvested by veteran players like
juniors Mary Anderson and Tif-

. Balid perimeter players, We've got

*a roal eolld nucleus of kids. 1
think this group feels good about
what they’so doing. .

“Wo're not a very good team
when we just run down the court
and fire up the firet ahot. We're
better when wo're a littlo bit more
pationt, when /e pass it a bit and

get good apacing.’
If the Chicfs are to match lnst
year's success, Wamnke will have

to be a more consistent {naide .

scoring threat (she shot only 43

ute. ;

*“The thing we need to do Is bal-
ance our Inside and perimeter
games,” sald Blehm. “We need to
be more consistent in tho half-
court game. It all comes down to
that. You've got to score. The ball
has to go in the net."”

The clements are in plece to
mako the Chlefs a formidabls
teem again. How formidable de-
pends on how much, and how
qulckly, they can elevato their
game. .
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