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Dahlias blossom in midsummer gardens

By MArTY FiGLEY
Brecial WRITIR

It's midsummer again and the dahli-
a3 are blooming profusely in many gar-
dens. Mombera of the Southeastern
Michigan Dahlia Society will have thelr
43rd annual show noon to 9 p.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 26, and noon to b p.m. Sun-
day, Aug. 27.

The public is invited to see moro
than 1,000 blooms st Mcadow Brook
Village mall, 82 N. Adams, Rochester
Hills. Admizsian is free, Qualified judg-
s, members of the dahlia society, will
deteemine the winners. Questions? Call
Hank Lenhoff at (810) 728-9354.

One member who bas won numerous
awards s Hans Niclsen of Southfield.
Niclzen had a landscape busi for 23
years and now for tha past 13 yeara hes
been “hooked on dahlisa.” His garden
boasts 47 different v.txie‘du ‘oI dmw.
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“Growing isa hobby —
1 have more fun with dahlias — there
are more varictics, and the Lzauty in
fantastic.”

Also, “There is more upkeep with
roses, and 1 can use lesa chemicals with
dahlien”

He sald the dahlia waa introduced in
America in 1960 and right now thero are
more than 22,00¢ dshlla cultivars that
have been patentsd, pumbered and

named.
He is tho show chairman of tho up-
ing event in hester Hills. Niel-
sen explained that to ahow a bloom you
must have o minimum of one set of
leaves an the stem. Judges look for a
perfect bloom, one with no holes, petals
in the right places, no variation of color
in the bloom petals unlesa ths whole
bloom has streaks. Each bloom bas its
own distinct colar, The bloom must bo
leaning at a 45-degree angle from the

P

plants and he haa
that he bas named.
He used to grow roses but says,

stem. Clarity of color, a stralght stem
and a minimum of one set of leaves are
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Dazzfing dahlia: Hans Nielsen of Southficld poses with Spartacus,
his dahlia named Flower of the Year. d pa

nlso necessary,

Steps to take

Make oxtra namo tags for the second
half of tho clump.

18. Bury the tubers ln vermiculite in

ASIyrofonin boxes. Set them In an

1 asked Nielacn what o first-tlmo
dahlia grower should do. Ho cutlined
tho steps:

1. Visit mgrower (or show) and seo the
colors; decide what color and varlety

u want to grow.
yoz Teke namo and number off the tag
and save it for a spring sale.

3. Plant no more than 20 plants the
first year.

4. In tho spring, rototi} the bed add-
ing very rich manuro that has been
composted for ore year and incorporato
2 6-24-24 granular fertilizer, ’

5. Plant the tubera fivo inches decp,
36 inches apart. .

6. Water well to settlo the soil around
the tubers,

7. Put o six-foot tall atake bealde cach
plant. A %-inch steel rod works beat.
Wood will only last two seasons at tho
mout and the cost in virtually the same.

8. Around July 20, add a 6-24-24
granular fertillzer, cultivating It in by
hand. The number 6 on the bag ia for
growth, ths middle 24 number Is for
root development and the last 24 for the
health of the plant. Water it in well.

9. Water regularly if necessary, Hls
rulo of thumb: “If tho leaf hengs down,
water — if it standn up, don't water.”

10. As ths plant grows tie it to the
stake with binder twine (hemp twino).

11. As the buda show, diabud. “Dis-
budding is the most important aspect
to get optimum bloom foz a show flow-
er.” Remove tha bud ono set of leaves
down the stem, two seta Il neceesary.

12. Know how long it takes the flower
to open. “Pom-Pom” takes 20 to 23
days, “BB™ bloorns 23 to 25 days, “B”
blooms about 26 days, and “A" and
“AA," 28 to 34 days.

13, Enjoy the Mlowers.

14. After the third frost cut tho top off
to five inches, then leavo the tuber In
the ground for three to five days to set
the eyes for the following year.

16. Start digging tubers, 'w!.ah the,:_?.

— 38 degrees s por-
foct. Don’t lct them freeze.

19, The first of January check for any
damaged tubers and discard thom.

20. Put your order in for now varioties -

{n January or February.
21, After you're hooked, joln the
dahlia socicty.

More tips
Skill and patience ls necezsary to hy-
bridize a dablia. It takes three yeara to

prove the plant io perfect. Tho first year -

the meedling is judged, the sccond it
must b tha seme plant and the third
again the same, then it is named and
numbered if it cama a score of 86 or
better from the judges.

*When you have a perfect hybrid it »

makes your year,”

He alzo said, “Slugs and enails are o
dahlin grower's worst encmies together
with carwigs.” Ho usea Sevin 10 for the
corwign and has found KGro from
Kmart the “most cffective product for.
snails and sluga.”

“[ grow tho flowers for myself and
people who admire them.”

Nielsen also has taught people who
have subsequently joined the dahlia so-
ciety. Among them are Harold Buzton
of Garden City, Dick and Priscilla Arr-
ington of Parmington Hills and Betty
Dryden of Novi. Another member, Jim

Neubacher of West Blwmtleld. s In }

at d d to speak to gar
abaut thia Intereating flower.

In nddition to his membership in tho
SEMDS, ho is a member of tho Ameri-
can Dahlia Boclety and the Michigan
Dahiin Society. Ho introduced the iden

that new members for the SEMDS |

receive threo tubers for their 35 mem-
bership fee. Membership in this group
numbers closa to 100, For more infor-
mation, call Abe Ulmer in Detroit at
(313) 345-8689.

A socond d?hlia show will be noon to

dry on a garage floor, Fi P
down to get the water out of the hollow

stem.
16, Trim off feeder roots.
17. Divide clump Into two parts.

g pm. 8 , Sept. 2, and noon to 5
p.m. Sunday, Sept, 3, at tho Frenchtown
Squere Mall, 2123 N. Monroe Street in
Montoe. This show s sponsored by the
Michigan Dahlia Scciety.

Seminar focuses on using bulbs in the landscape

BY MARTY FIGLEY
BreciaL WaTen

A most unusual opportunity to study
hardy spring and fall bulbs with
Charles Cresson, author, Jecturer and
teacher, is being offered for the firct
time in orea.

This ceminar s the same course cur-
rently taking place once o year at Long-
wood Gardens, Philadelphla, as part of
ita prestigious cestificate program of
plant courses on “The Use of Bulbs in
the Landscape.”

C will t his
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and are included in the $98 registeation
fee. Certificates of attendance will be
given at the end of the scaslon. Master
gardeners will be given six bours of edu.
cation credit.

To register, send a check made pay-
able to The Gardeners Guild to: The
Gardeners Gulid, 10514 Elgin, Hunt-
ington Woods 48070. Registration ia
limited to the first 40 peeple, so register
now to avold disappointment. For more

course condensed into thin two-day ses-
sion. It will Include both the astisti
and peactical use of bulbs for all nea-
sons of the year.

The Gardeners Guild Is aponsoring
this svent st Tellya Greenhouse, 3301

§ call Lynda Raleigh at
(810) 544-8967.

Cresson is » graduate of the Universi-
ty of Varmont in plant and solf science
and has studied st the Univereity of
Bath, Wisley and Longwood Gardens.
$iin garden, “Hedgleigh Spring,” was re-

private garden that was devoloped by
four generntions of his farily.

Cresson hos written “Charles Cres.
son on the American Flower Garden™
{820, hard cover), in which ho deals
with the practical matters of gardening
such as staking and pruning. He ad-
vises to know your property and the
plants you want In the garden, and ex-
plains how to use them n pleasing in-
novative combinations,

“Qrnamental Trees" aro two of hia
other books. In the first, the tople is
thoroughly covered from dealign, con-
struction and care of tho-epecialized
plants grown. Includad is infc tion

detalls the characteriatics and needs of
many alplne planta,

The second] explains how to usc treen
in a garden design, deala with pests and
discases and outlines the stepa to en-
ouro the health of the trees. The enclo-
pedic section contains much informa-
tion about many trees suitabla for o va-
rioty of garden locations.

Each of these books is priced at $9.
Al threo of tho books are published by
Prentice Hell, In the Burpee American
Gardening Series.

The Intent of The Gardencrs Guild is ’

to furthor the artiatic aclencoe of garden-
ing for the advanced gardencr. It strives
for garden! il to further atim-

about trough gardonn, walls, ledges and
paths. Cresson emphosizes the impar-
tance of scale and vislting other gardens

* ; Jobn B Rasd, Tpy, The class wil] teke , cootly fenturpd, 09, TV's [The, Yictory . (as well as stuflying. natural rock ingharm,
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ulate new ideas and to promoto knowl-
edge and growth. Mombars Jive In Jocal
cities such ss Clarkston, Bloomfield

Hilis, BI » Huntingtop,
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