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- STREET BEATS

%Soup
— Blind Melon

BY CHRISTINA FuOCO
BYAYr Wntka

The membera of the Boston rock
band Buffalo Tom are a little weary
of performing on television agnin.

The lazy Now Or tyle in-
tro to Blind Melon's fieat single
“Gelaxie" from “Soup” (Capitol)

.mess, snd “Galaxie,” the house special, s ro-
vealed. The song, writton about Hoon's 1964 Ford
Galazie, has the same sing-along appeal that their
break-through hit “No Rain™ posaessed.

Most of the other tracka have potential but fiz-
zle out quickly. The sang “2 x 4" etarts out with a
“Hand Jive” kind of proove but dissolves into a
blase vehicle for singer Shannon Hoon to shaw off
his rhyming abilities

Having a baby with his longtime girlfrend
brought out the sentimental sids of Hoon. An ul-
trasound photo of his baby lies bebind the words
to “New Life” in the CD bookiet patterned after o
menu. He pays homage to his late grandmother in
‘the musically gloomy *“Vemis™: “Roaming
ithrough the cupboard jar of pickles never opened
since 1983/Peanuts in a pile and Elvis down the
:pisle singing gallantly/T wish I could be & little
more like Vernie.”

The bluegrasa-tinged “Skinned,” on the other
hand, is upbeat despite the fact that it’s an at-
tempt to dissect the mentality of serial kitler Ed
Gein: “I'll make a shochom outta your shin/1'll
make a lampshade of durable skin/And ob, don't
you know that I'm always feelin' able/When I'm
sittin’ home and I'm carvin’ out your naval.”

Since the releass of “Blind Melon™ Hoon has
definitely been affected by goriness like in the
eong “Skinned.” “St. Andrew’s Fall” is another
ane. The song was written after Blind Melen,
while in town to play St. Andrew's Hall, saw 8
woman jurmp to her death from an Omni Hotel
room window. “Car Seat (God's Presents)” was
aparked by the murders of Susan Smith’s children
in South Casolina. With its lounge-act feel, “Car
Seat” has the right ingredients for a second single.

All 1 can say is that this album’s pretty lame.
It’s time to call “The Bee Giri” back in to rescue
Blind Melon from the sophomore jinx.

—Christing Fuoco

Dance On The Stones
{— World in a Room

ECTRTNES]  Subtlety is a musical tool few
youog bands today know how to
27 use. [t seers like 90 percent of
:{alternative bands out there are
openly loud and pounding, whick
isn't a bad quality but can some-
) il times help cover & multitude of
sins, chicf among thm weak, uncriginal material.
The rest, bands with no aspirations to rock out,
often seem to be musically drifting, making quict
muzic that is pretty but shallow.
- - On their latest release, “Dance On The Stenes,”
i Ohio’s World in a Room proves itself one of the
+ few groups capable of keeping 8 song interesting
! grithout any overt hooks or blasting. repetitive
et

{fs.

.

¢ ?Vocn.lin and acoustic guitarist Jason Kilbey
:Smldﬂ sings in a deep, dramstic voice without
+ Inpaing into generic Vedderisms. His are in-
{ stead somewhere between Hunters and Collectors’
Mark Seymour and Depeche Mode's David

Gaban.
. Bat the mellow, jangly instrumentation here is
it lly drum machine. and keyhoard-free.

35

wiTrain™ showcases a brooding baza line and
TWhy,” despits its regrettable similarity to the
Baglea” “Best of My Lave” is a nico, scoustic.
strummed ballad “She’li Be Fine™” is the only
smiafire, spoiled by sn uneven, sour chorus.

* The other eight originals are to be admired for
iheir ability to entertain and hold interest without
being instantly memorable afler two or three lis-
tenn. Such subtiety is rare in so young a band.

. Werld in & Room’s “Dance On Tba Stones” is
ot & spectacular album, but will prove rewarding
1o fans of casygoing, earnest pop who don't need to
be hit over the head with distortion to pay stten-

tion.

(World In A Room performs with Goober end
Tho Peas st 9:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 22, at the
Blind Plg 206-208 8. First 8t., Ann Arbor. For
more information, call (313) 996-8555.)

— Todd Wicks

A Rochester Hills resident, Wicks is a freel

You can't really blame them for
feeling like they'ro bad luck after re-
viewing threo of their recent appear-
ances. In support of their fifth album
“Sleepy Eyed” (East West) they per-
formed on the “Jon Stewart Show™ (it
turned out to be Stewart’s last show),
and guest starred on the now-can-
celled “My So-Called Life."

A previous appearance included a

stint on the short-lived, Jamie
Waltera® launching pad “The
Heighta."

“People are reluctant to have us on
their TV shows,” guitarist/vocalist
Bill Janovitz said with a faugh.

Those TV appearances, however,
pushed them beyond the cult status
that they held since forming In 1988
— just in time for the June releass of
their fifth album “Sleepy Eyed.”

Buffalo Torm, who plays Pine Knob
on Sunday, Sept. 3, doesn’t waste any
time kicking off the album with the
julcy, ripe “Tangerine.” The ono-two
punch of the aggressive guitar and
hook-laden lyrics make it the hit ap-
parent — but not without a fight.

The woosy ballad “Kitchen Door,”
during which Janovitz sings “J’'m the
number on your kitchen door/I'm the
baseball team from Baltimore/I'm
the number on your kitchen doot/
Like Cinderella she just aweeps the
floor.” is right up there. The toc-tap-
pin’ groove of “Your Stripes"” is an-
other runner-up.

Where their ast album “Big Red
Letter Day” buffed the rough edges,
“Slecpy Eyed” sharpena them up
sgnin sharing Buffalo Tom's forte of
playing live.

“*Sleepy Eyed’ was recorded pre-
dominately live, which is something
we realized we wervﬁ— a live band, »
garage kind of rock band. These songs
are a little more urgent live. . . . We
sct up like it was a gig with little
speakers on the floor, no headphones
and we just let everything bleed into
each other,” Janovitz said.

Janovitz doesn’t expect “Sleepy
Eyed” to be s million-selling hit but
he's already made plans in case that
happens.

“§'d retire. I'd go down to the is-
lands. It would be frightening”” he

R

‘Buffalo Tom'

Janovitz, and drummer Tom Maginnis.

said. * . . . If Buffalo Tom in some
weird world was to sell millions, 1
would raise a few flags. { know It did
for people like Kurt Cobain, Once
they started selling millions, they
wondered, ‘What’s wrong.' "

Opening for the band Live has giv-
en them a taste of what it's like to bo
million-sellers.

“1 have a hard time thinking of us
ns o blockbuster band. When we play
with Live, wo grl o fecling of what
setls millions of records. They play
hig music. Everything about it Ia big

— the issues thoy take on, the woy
they project it. Like U2 or Pearl Jam,
thess arc bands that are made for
that kind of thing. Our concerna are
smaller concerns, and more import-
ant maybe. It's hard to convey that to
mlllions of people at one time.”

He hopes that they don't get nato-
ricty based on their appearances on
TV as the “token alternative band.”

“That's kind of what I'm afraid of.
1t's this weird dicksismy of trying to
cxpose ourselves to more people and
get on aoundtracks, and at the samo

L 5k i 9
Resting on their laurels: Buffalo Tom are from left, bassist Chris Colbourn, singer/guitarist Bill

time they just nced an alternative -
rock band hero and you're just kind of

filling it in. I don't want to mo
this generic kind of thing.” :
“It's inevitable, though. Once

you'ro mass marketed, it's 1lko thero's
soap, Aunt Jemima waffles and then
they shaw you.,” v
Buffalo Tom opens for Live and PJ .
Harvey ot 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 3, ..
at Pine Knob Music Theatre, I-76 and
Sz x Road, Clarkston. The oll-

age w is sold out. For more infor-
mation, call (810) 377-0100. R

Pavement percussionist critiques the critics

BYToDD WICKS
BTAFF WxiTER

“Rock critics are usually frustrated
grad achool writers trying to prove
that they're entertalning,” said Pave-
ment’s Bob Nastanovich, sitting
hunched over hia dinner on & hot Lal-
lapaloozn Wednesday at Pine Knob.

“Unfortunately, they don’t write
enough about how the music makes
them feel, they just try to be es pre-
tentlous as possible and force their
readers to get s dictionary and a
thesaurus to read their reviews.”

Coming from the genuinely pleas-
ant Nastanovich, this blow to the ego
actually sounded m lot lesa evil than it
reads now. Digging through somo
kind of breaded fish or chicken with
his bare hands in the VIP area, Nas-
tanovich, whose responaibilities with
Pavement include playing percussion
and screaming background vocals, ox-
pounded more on jaded music jour-
palists whose reviews have tumned
ugly now that thoir “litle- secret
band” has gone big-time.

“f think we've definitely reached a
point where we’re not sneaking up on
anybody,” be said, “We like to think
of ourselves as & band who makes
people feel things and isn't es cold
and lcy as graduate school is. Nona of
us have ever been to graduste

school.”
Is delivered with

FEET

-reporter and Michigan State University student.
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Worid In a Reom’s “Bance 03
he Stoncs” Is not a spectacular
thum, but will prove rewarding to
ans of easygolng, oamsst pop

i who don't nsed to bo kit over the
H ﬁgad with distorticn to pay stien-
3 :
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‘This
totally stralght face, just as ane would
expect from the sardonlc Pavement
boys including singer/guitarist Ste-
pben Malkmus, drummer Steve
West, bassist Mark [bold, and gultar-
{5t 8piral Staim, Earlier in the day,
clad In long pants and work shirts
undor a broiling July sun, the band’s
Sangly, obtuse sct recolived & warm re-
sponse, anl l:mt h:.lbum “Wowee

£1'Wo likeo to thlnk of our-
salvas as a band who
makes peoplo foel
things and Isn’t as cold
and lcy as graduate
gchool ls. Nono of us
have aver been to gradu-
ato school.’

Bob Nastanovich

like this, we'ro just going to get up
there and introduce our songs to peo-
ple. Not that anything we say would
be aver thelr beads, it’s juat that most
of the peaple out there don't under-
stand specifics about the band, and a
certain amount of them probably
couldn’t give a crap.”

He sounds almost saddened by
Pavement's inability to connect with
more peuple. “Really, this Is one of
the beslt cﬂ;wzb T'vu had, Iithlnkltf-
day, a lot of people were trying to like
us. There have been a couple of (Lol
Iapalooza) aliows where seemingly,
about 100 people have been paying
attention . . . We feel much more
confident in front of a crowd cf 700
Pavement fans who know us a lot bet-
tor then this.”

Bandwiched between Beck and
Cypreas Hill, Pavement did seem a
little overwhelmed by It all. Malkmus
kapt his body twisted ewsy from the
crowrd, foctising moro on his band.
mates, They wore working hard but
seemad to be pleying more for them-
selves than that lone kid ctanding up
snd dancing wildly cut [n the 47th
row. As Pavemant's acknowlodged

ind, Malk calls all of the

d the
ro}} thet began with last years
“Ci Raln, Crooked Rllna and

Yonabih

Have a listen

[ta sh single “Cut Your
ll.ll'!k: and the oft-quoted “Range
e, .
Despite his sariler rant, Nastano.
bendmates

vich and bis shouldn't re-
ally complain; sincs their fiest release

ing 33. To

the
Tepest & IRASIAES, Proes 4.

e e e o s modis: And
To hear muste by Buffalo Tom i 9), s s Toog ines
Blisd ¢ 10), Electrafisi _gamered the faite number of
Casasegs 1) e tovtenticen " snobo
) Q In ly pretenticus s o

ture ua the Bids (measege 14), you can call
tho Bireet Scens Muale Lina at (313) 933- guys o the bend soem, wail, really
2025 an @ touch thmb’ﬁdaw “"We can be praity snotty, but I see

. no polut in doing [t cn stage in front
of sll three-

thase people today,
fousths of which have never sem us
before,” Nastanovich eald. “Shows

ahots onstago, which can sometimos
1ead to minor musical mishaps.
“Did you notice some confusion out
ere todsy?” Nustenovich aesked.
“We don't writs & set list anymore. It

makes for a better show, Hers st Lol- -

lapaloogs, he's (Malkmus) fust call-
ing them out as they coms.”

He attempted to explain further,
“I¢'s all to make him fee! like he can
play what he wants when he wants to

play it and whan he plays it, wo'll-

o If they can't alvays exp
ven ey can' exprosa
themselves verbally, you've got o
love & wo on the rise
who takes & brask from the musle
scene just to give its fans s reit.

“We need time off to gvo o
who care about the band a m"
Nastanovich sald. ARer olz yoars of
'8B(0)

Sezazirasenarzzs.

ich says .

ist Bob Naat

Pounding tho P

¢ er
that “rock critics are usually frustrated grad school writers

trying to prove that they're entertaining.” His band was re-
cently in town to ploy the Lollapalooza Festival.

constant recording and touring, the
band is due for & long vacation st the

end of the Lollapalooza shows. True *

to workhorse form, ho also cites their
Isck of now material.

“Wo only have elght new songs, and
until we get that numbor up to 20, we
aren't going to rocord,

According to Nastanovich, the
recording studlo Is a funny place.
“There ate 80 many bands that sro so
great live and have workoed so hard on
thelr live show that they don't have
enough energy to record,” he sald

by
sound of Hole screeching in the back.
round, he added, “Thers are aleo
bands who maks great records but
were obvioualy In ths magical record-
Ing studio for thelr sound and fust
stink Jive.” '

“We fall Into that category on occa-
alon,” he sald, straight foce succumb-
ing to a rare smile,

- Boalden, Nastanovich socw no rush
to crsate more product for an alroedy-
may! ace. “There's no

lack of new today,” hs notod.
“Thare's slmost as many kids playing

in bands now as who play high schocl
football.”

Having moved the conversation
Into sports, Nastancvich finally re-
laxsd & bit. “Pavemsnt are all big .
sports fan,” he sald, adding that .
"horsa racing rules my life.” Accord- |
ing to Naatanovich, who lives across
the strect from Kentucky’s Churchill |
Downs, Pavemant's slightly uncom- »
fortable Lollapalooza campalgn was .
arranged only to ralso fundo for the ;
Just o gasready for (e 1 e b
ust to ge or the [all meet,” ko ;
sald, and like bofore, it was impossi-
ble to tell i€ he was Joking or not. “I'm
only focuslng on n&u maney Lo buy
a couple of chesp racehoress. That's &
my plan. I'm golng to follow the !
dream 1 startod when I was 18 years
old, to find a decent racehorss and .
carspalgn It ;

Naatasovich looked around for o -
minuts, lost [a thought and far swny
from the sweaty messes swamning
close by, the same mzsscs he :
entertained only houra before, “1 Tike :
Detroit,” he announced out of
nowl . 's 8 good mecsteack

up hsre”
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