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Paradiso discovered:
Karol Wilcox and
her family enjoy
watching the
comings and
goings of birds,
frogs and animals 3%
to their garden - Rif)
pond from the
breakfast table of
their West
Bloomfield home.
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Pond owners bubble with pleasure

BY LDDA ANN CHOMIN
SrEci Wt

arden ponds n;‘a one of tho hottest*®

trenda in home landecaping next to
retalning walls and brick pavers,
but definitely much more pt b}

hardest part of {natalling n j)reform
pond was digging the hole in front of

their Weat Bloomfield home. The pond is .

directly outsida tho kitchen window, and
the family is abls to watch birds, frogs
d chi ks while eatipg breakfast,

Moving or still, water becomes the focel
point of n garden by drawing the oyo to
its mirrored surface. By adding n few
Japancse kof, goldfish and nquatic
plants Jike water lily and hyacioth you
not only create a miniature eco-system
by copying & natural habitat but provido
an enjoynble experience for young and
old aliko.

“Garden ponds began -growing real
strong in popularity about four yoars
ogo and have beon incronsing overy
year said Marco Scappaticci, owner of
the Rock Shoppe in Plymouth Township,
where more than 35 differeat preform
ponda are available.

*People can’t walk by a pond without
stopping. 1t's irveaistible, tho splashi

an P

Water lilics, flonting hearts, iris and
shado the kol fish bred for their

beautiful colors and keep nature in bal-

ance.

«] 1iko tho birds and tho animals that it
draws in. They eat the things that grow
there. It's vory calming to sce how life
goes on, And it's great for tho kids to sco
how this all works togother whether it's
feeding the fish or helping Mom with
maintennnce,” Wilcox said. It doesn't
tako that much timo to maintain, about
an hour a week becausa naturo just
takes avor.”

Mark and Terri Wolnowaki agree with
Wilcox that the installntion of n preform
pond is & quick and casy project. The

ple built one into a raised bed behind

0 g
of tho water, tho soothing sound of it
rushing over a waterfall or o rock. it'sa

\ittla corner of paradiso”
Q)f _Knml ',V}t:g and hor family, the

thoir Canton Township homo last

spring.
Dlack lava rock accents the gold color .
_of, the sandst Win taioi
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wall. A trip to Mexico hooked them on
yucea plants 5o three serve os focal
points endowing the pond with a tropi-
cal feel. Instead of water lilies, Terri
uscd impatiens, marigolds and vinca
vino draped over the sidea of the wall to
ndd splnshes of red, pink, gold and

groen.

"For tha average person when you only
have & weckend to do tha project, the
preform is tho quickest,” Mark
Wolnowski said.

Liner or preform?

Installing o preform is casier but a
lince allows you to crento a pond of just
about any shape or size. A garden hosa
is perfect to outline its form. Whether
you uso a tiner (50 cents per square foot}
or a preform {starting around $126 for a
kit), a pump will keop tho water recircu-
1nting. Connecting a fountain or water.
fall to the pump cxygenates the water
for fish and plants to produce a living
habitat.

Carol Packard used a liner to build the
e See POND, 12D
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Water wonder: The sound and
sight of water splashing from
a fountain into Mark and
Terri Wolnowski’s garden




