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Ralac school standards, don't
loger them., Roquire more of
teachers, not leas,

‘That'a the nub of a state House
Dimocratic taak forco roply to the
Rbpublican.dominated Stato
Board of Education and Gov.
John Engler, who are ad |

Raise standards

4

, ask more of schools, Dems say

voluntary
and easier toncher accreditatlon.
‘The State Board also 8 seeking to
re-define “public schools” in a
way thot could epen the door to
parochiald, state sid to privats
snd church-related achools.

“We will go to war over the is-
sug of (so quality,” sald

ROLL CALL REPORT

Hpte's how Observer & Eccen-
tric-area members of Congress
were recorded on major roll call
voles in the week ending Aug.
1

HOUSE

Abortion The Sanate voted 50
ta2 and 44 against to ban abortion

cdvarage in fedaral workers’ health
Insurance policlas except in cases
otrape of incest of whon tho
mpther's lifo i3 at stake, The ban
was ndded to a fiscal 1998 oppro-
prations bill (HR 2020) that was
s&nt to conferance with a Housa
blll contalning equatly strict ant-
sbiortion langunge. An estimated
1:2 mitllon women In the clvil ser-
ce and their depondents aro cov-
red by private policies cbtalned
through the federn! heatth Insur-
ance program with promiums heav-
I subsldized by taxpayers.
“Supporter Dan Coats, ReInd.,
slild tho issue was *‘whether or not
wp will force taxpayers to sond
their maney to tho govemment to
provide o medico! procedure’* that
may violate ona's religious and
morl bellofs.

~Opponent Patty Murray, O-
Wash., said the measure “'discrim-
Ifdtes against women In govem-
niznt by severely imiting their ac-
cgiss to abortion services through
(e Federat Empioyces Health
Benefits Program.”

A yes voto was to fimit federal

* abortl

e s

Muscum supporter John McCaln,
R-Aflz., sald: “I remind my col-
leagues thot there gro a lot of
quastions now today sbout our ra-
fations with minorities In this coun-
try. | think recognition of the contrl-

the D ic lender, Rep.
James Agee, a former Muskegon
achool superintendent.

Rep. Thomas Kelly, D-Wayne,
signed the report. A freahman,
Kelly succeeded Rep. Willlam
Kuith, D.Gardon Clty, who
choired the House Education
Committeo for many years beforo
retiring.

Agee has asked Attorney Gen-
oral Frank Kelloy to determine
whether the State Boand broke a
1993 nchool reform law when it
not only falled to edopt a coro cur-
rlculum but moved to ease curric-
ulum standards.

On toaching standards, the
Ageo task force sald, "'If we abol-
ish teacher certification stand.
ards, would it bo logica] to abollsh

butlons that A
have mada Is 2pp for this

tho cortificatlon dards for the
hi \3 ing, dental

countrytodo. , . sooner or later,
wo will decide to do that.”*

Ayos vote opposed authorizing o
National African-Amedcan Muse-
um. Michigan Senators Carf Ley-
In yoted no. Sponcer Abrsham
votod yos.

Indian funds cut: The Senoto
afmmed, 68 for and 30 ogalnst, 8
$26.6 mlliion cut in funding for an
Indian education program in fiscal
1996, The voto tabled (killed) a
move to mointain the current
spending fovel of $81 mililon for
grants to tribal orgonlzations that
work with public 6chools and com-
munities. The vote came during de-
bato on HR 1977 {nbove).
Supporter Slado Gorton, R-
V/ash,, s8id tha program at issue
*“represents no more than 10 per-
cont of afi of tho money which goes
into tho education of indlan chil-
dren,” adding thero is “‘more than
$470 million In the Depoartment of
Educatlon for Indian education . . .
"

Jett Bingoman, D-N.M., said that
without the $26.6 million, *'we will
be eliminating speclal services for
Indion students in public schools

. . . training for thelr teachers and
ceitlczlly neoded adult education

ployaes’ abortion
KCchigan Senators Carl tevin, O,
voted no, Spencer Abraham, R,

vited yes.
Mining Law: Tho Scnate

refused, 46 for and 51 ogainst, to
continua banning tha sale of har-
drock mineral resources [a westem
gtates to private companies at
$2.50 10 $5 per acro. The vota
would allow mining fims to resumo
purchasing certaln potents under
tbrms of The 1872 Mining Lo,
which was enacted to spur dave!-
gpment of tho West. The vote Iifts
a moratodum that is now blocking
i th

and progs that are
operated by Indion tribes and Indl-
an people. We cught nat to be cut-
ting programs that aro essential for
the very necdiest In our socioty.”
A yes vate supported o 30 per-
cent cut In funging for an Indlan
competltivo grant education pro-
grom. Plichizen Senators Lovin
ond Abraham both votod yos,

Defense: By a vote of 56 for and
42 pgalnst, tho Senate kept
spending in tha fiscal 1996 de-
fensa approprations blll (S 1087)
at the committeo-approved level of
$242,7 billien. This Klied a bld for

certain o
Bureau of Land Management ond
rhining companias.

1 Critica called it wrong for the
govemment to relinquich valuable
mining patents at below market
prizes, whila defendors sald tho
10th Cantury law should be re-
formed only [n 8 way thot protects
mining industry jobs and propefty
rights as well a3 the public Interest.
+ Moratorium supporter Dalo
Bumpers, D-Ark., said that since
1672 “wo have given away more
than 3.2 million acres , . . for
$2.50 sn acro, The mining compa.
nios took $241 biition of goid and

have hoard o kot about corporate
wolfare but | have never hoard any-
thing approaching this.""
+ Opponent Frank Murkowskl, R
Alnaka, said the Senate should
‘walt for reform logjstation being
Eroduced by the Energy Commit-
{ae. He said that bill wil “*protect
the U.5. mining incustry, protect
U.S. Jobs, protect tha environmant
provile o fal rotum 1o the U.S.
reasury.”
1 Ayes voie opposed
bubiic mining rights under terms of
The 1872 Mining Law, Michigan
Senators Canl Lavin voted yas.
$pencer Abraham voted no.

the salo of

cuts of $3.2 blition in
tho Pentagon budgot for the year
beginning Oct. 1. Tho bill was later
sant to conferenco whera It will be
meshod with & comparable House
maasure.

Danle! Inouye, D-Hawall, soid he,
100, would like to spend move for
domestic programs but that “there
arn still peopie outside our borders.
and Insldo our borders that would
relish the thought of destroying us.
This Is not paranoia. This is tho
real world,”

Sponsor Paut Wellotone, D-
Minn., soid the cut was in order be-
causa “American taxpayers are
paying for costly, obsolote, fantos-
ticatly expensive Cold War ora
woapons systams that are no long-
or justifiabie, basicolly to proserve

‘[ the political health of cortaln Mem-

bers of Congress.

A yes vote opposed a $3.2 bil-
lion cut In 1896 defenso sponding.
Michigan Ssnators Lavin voted
no, Absaham voted yos.

Star Wars: The Sonate voted 57
for and 41 agalnat to preserve full
funding In tha 1998 defense budg-
ot{S 1087, above) for continued
development of space-based
lasors that woukd dofend gainst
Incoming onemy misslies. This
Killed a bid to cut $70 million from
the bill's $870 milion for advanc-
Ing spaca-based anll-missile sys-
tams Including the **Star Wara'
pians of tha 1 ,

John Kyl, R-Artz., sakd: *This is a
very good program. We o8 only
tolking about resonrch monay. We

" aro atong way any decision to
deploy. Itls the Kind of program wo
noad 03 a hedge egalnst™ anun-
stabia world,

Tom Harkin, D-lowa, Wha 6pon-

sored the cut, caliod the $70 mil-

fion “just the firat step toward a

$30 billion oxpanditure of monay

. + « Are we sértpus sbout commit-

ting this kind of monay to & wedp-

o3 systam that may of may not

A yos voto oppcsad cutting
funds for spaco-based antl- micslle

mm.mmm
voted nio; Abseham voted
yoo.- '} ' .

or medical professiona?”
The Democrats recommended
that the atate:

“Dovelop a master teacher in-
contive program.’’ A manster
teacher eerves as mentor Lo now
teachers,

® “Develop an assessment mech-
enlim that would test a porson’s
actusl capacity to teach and find
out if that person should he ad-
mitted into n teacher certification
program.”

8 “Lengthen the teacher prepara-
tion and certification to five years,
fncluding o f hi

and field residency.”

Democrats didn’t cull for an
cnd to charter acedemlen and
“'choice™ options but sald they
should be considercd experimen-
tal and evalunted beforo hundreds
of chartera are granted.

The Agee report relied heavily
an public hearing lct‘tln:on.y ond

i

fail to reech the pooreat families.
“It is unllkely that choico will do
anything other than simply move
achlevers around from ono school
to another,” said the Horvard

otudy.

And if public money flowed to
privato ochools under the charter
system, the private schools would
have to become publicly account-
sble and be saddled with new
costs such as special cdu:catlon,

ini

tenure Jaw for the xame roasons |
the law was adopted: to prohibit
firlng for political tensons, for :
non-residence, to make places for +
friends and relatives of school 1
board members, and to get rid of I
senlor teachers and hire new ones |
at lower pay. o

One theme running through the
Agee report was open government. ‘
Agec's group held public hearings f~

bullding
trative and safety coats,

A major bone of contention is
the Teacher Tenure Act, edopted
in 1937. Some Republicans say it
protects bad teachers, Is costly to
administer and should be
repenled.

The Ageo task (orce, however,
argued that “the answer may be
to put more money into profea-
slonal davel for teachers

caperts’ a
Harvard University research re-
port that saya schoals of choice

11

while Engler and State Boord !
president Clark Durant worked in
pecret. Ages called for a public N
hearing in the House Oversight |
and Ethles Committes on s Dera-
ocratic resolution to establish a
public commiselon on school
governance.

Other pancl members weto o
Reps. David Anthony of Escana- |
ba, Dcborah Cherry of Burton,
Lingg Brewer of Holt, Sharon s
Gire of Clinton Township, Mary »
Schroer of Ann Arbor and Mastha 2
Scott of Highland Park.

aesosve

and administrators.”
It argued against the
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To dlalm pour TROY-BILT Factory-Direct Reba

—

On the ONLY Tractor with a 7-
PLUS...No Payments & No Interest® ’til February 1,’96!

Tractor you buy between now and August 3ist.
Plus...take advantage of huge savings on all
TROV-BILT Power Equipment, too! Don't miss out
on these Incredible Summer Savings-visit your

Visit your nearest TROY-BILT Dealer TODAY...
Make your best deal on a brand new TROY-BILT
Garden Tractor and we'll send you an extra $500
Rebate direct from the TROY-BILT Factory! That's
right...An extra $500 Off any TROY-BILT*Garden

00

102nd St.

INGARTZ

ry card and
& 9th Ave., Troy, NY 1218
Hurry!: Offer Expire:
PLYMOUTR

SAXTON’S GARDEN CTR.
587 W. Ann Arbor Trail
(313) 453-6250

TAYLOR
WM. . SELL & SON, INC.
16555 S. Telegraph Rd.
(313) 282-5

UTICA
WEINGARTZ SUPPLY

BELLEVILLE
ALL SEASONS

LANDSCAPING CO.
8124 Belleville Rd.

(313) £€97-1377

. FARMINGTON HILLS

SUPPLY
39050 Grand River
(810) A71-3050

46061
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Tine Tilers

(810) 731-7240

rding credit terms: vnmg_ua.'.nsl. 1he APR., mmwﬂau of reskdence, & as folows: AK — 0%
18% oa {irst $750 of baloace. 1% on cxeest: ol ¢
Anance charpe B payabio {errept for residents of AR, €T, OC, H1, 10,

TROY-BILT Dealer Today!

te; Send this coupan, postmarked no later than 9115195, along with o
invoice, doted from July 5, 1995 to August 31, 1995 to TROY-BILT Manulacturing,

Van Dyke

15%: XS » 18.96% on frst $1,000 of

1:

Year Warranty!

Tine Tlers

WAYNE LAWN &

GARDEN CENTER
2103 S. Wayne Rd.

(313) 721-5220
GARDEN GATE, INC.

5511 W. Michigan Ave.
(313) 434-5100
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