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2,

ompetition” and “cholce” aro
'y two jargon words you'll hear ro.
peatedly, if you llsten to the far
right wing of educatienal polltics.
Their hypothesis eays that if schools
must compete for students, and If par-
cnts have & cholco of whero to send

{wa aroen’t told which rules are rigid
and why tho rulen can’t bo changed),
linod teacher certiflcati
schools of cholce, new forms of gover-
nanco, and 2o on,
Durant even brought in a Wisconain
professor, Howard Fullor,l who advocat-

lhglrkldn,lhun it fon will img

1 call it a hypothesis, not o theory, A
hypothesis Is a glorificd hunch obout
somothing that might bo true, but so
far thora is little factual mattor to sup-
port it. It should bo distingulshed from
a t‘heory. a general principlo obstracted
from a body of facts,

‘Under the right wing hypothesis, th
State Board of Educatlon, with tho
heavy-handed prodding of Clatk Du-
rant, has been advancing an {deological
agenda that would undo many public
school reforms of tho past decade, On
the aidelines, cheering, s Senate ma-

ed a pell-mell rush into

Noturally, Fuller had no results from
his Inat job o8 Milwaukeo superintend-
cnt to shaze with Michigan. Naturally,
Durant invited in no ono who dlsagreed
with his hypothesis.

Ono gets tho distinct improasion
they have no research, no exporience,
no facts, to support their fdeology.

“This has nat been thought
through,” snid Dorothy Beardmore,
State Board mombor from Rochester
and one of the fow volces of sanity in
the Ropublican Pasty. (Actually, the

jority of tho GOP probably beli

& All this stuff about “‘com-
potitlon' and ‘‘cholce” and
“freedom” and “market
flaca" Is slick hypothosiz-
ng.

Hunches, research face off in school debate -

potheses.

Rep. James Agee, D-Muskegon, mi-
nority vice chalr of the Houso Educa-
tion Committee, insued o rebuttal re-
port to the Durant notlons.’Ageo con-
stantly stresscd existing studies,
guotes from expert teatimony, and the
need for research before tho fate of 1.6
million public echool pupils ia sacri-
ficed on the altar of untested “competi-
tion" rhetoric.

So why do Durant and his shecpish
followers — Marilyn Lundy, Gary Wol-
fram, Sharon Wise and Ruth Braun —
want to ram these hypotheses into lavs
and practice?

A teacher from Zecland may have
put his finger on it. Dirk Kooratra ex-
pressed a fear that the kind of autono-
mous schools Durant sdvocates “can
be "

Michi £d ton A tation. o

jurity_lcadnr Dick Posth

And sowo are bom'bm;c(; wu'n rec-
ommendations for public achoo] acade-
mies that would be free from rigid rules

Durant’s hypothescs aro Inflated rhe-
toric, but only o fow brave souls Jike
Dorothy Beardmore will say 50 aloud.)

Julius Maddox, presidentof the

union that is often selfish but some-
times wisc, called for “sound, rescarch-
based” study beforo the state dives
blindly into the deptha of new hy-

lled by special
In other words, the goal sn't to
change the way all 1.6 million public
school students are taught. The goal is
to bring a few thousand from private
schools into the fold and change things

for a fow thousand already in public H
schools under the stern gazo of the '
churches that guido these enclaves, | |}
Clearly the Ra'l‘igioul Righ‘t —a few |

£ 1

that want to impose their sectarlan
practices on overyone through the forco
of school government — have been ex-
poscd and have had littlo luck taking
over boards of education,

So thoy are endeavoring to fraction-
alize school districts with *“charstor
academles,” autonomous schools and
puch gimmicks, to create their little
fiefdoma — at $5,000-plus a year por
pupil from tho state treasury.

Al this stuff about “competition”
and “choice” and “freedom” and *‘mar-
ket place” is slick hypothesizing. They
haove thelr authoritarian agendas, anu |
with God's presumed blessing, they sc¢
no need to do rescarch for thorest of |

us,

Tim Richard reports on the local im-
plications of state and regional events.”
His Touch-Tone voice mail number is »
(313) 953-2047 ext. 1881,
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Arena flap?

he long-awaited 1995-96 Farm-
ington Hills hockey scason will

¥ soon bo under way, This should
bd an exciting time for the families who
wérked 8o hard to seo the lce arcna be-
come a reality,

Instead, many Farmington Hills
familles are disappolnted because their
youths are boing turned away from the
trgvel tenma and replaced by nonresi-
dent playors.

We were led to belleve that the goal
ofithe Farmington Hilla Hockey Assa-
ciation was to develop our young resi-
dent playera and build a reputable or-
ganization In our eity, The wool has
baen pulled over our eyes by a group of
pdople who wish to build a winning or-
ganizatlon at the cxpense of our real.
deént players.

The FHHA board of directors hasa
repponalhility to act in the best interest
of the residents of Farmington Hills,

State’s irrational board
could destroy education

v n case you were on vacation, here's n sum-
mary of the recommondations adopted by
" tho State Board of Education at its July and

Abgust meetings:

After all, if it wero not for the resldents,
the ice arena and the Farmington Hills
Hockey Asaoclation would etill be o
dream,

A residency rulo of 50 percent was
insti d to ensure our Farmi
Hills playors an opportunity to play on
travel teams, but fow teams have met
tho 50 percent requirement. A loophole
exists whereby coaches havo an option
of tilting that 50 percont reaidency in
favor of nonresident players.

If a coach fecls that he or phe haan't
enough quality Farmington Hills play-
crs to fill the residency requirement, he
or she may ask the board for a dispen-
sation to take on more nonresldent
players,

Looppholes used

Whon requested, dispensation is of-
ten granted. The FHHA board scems
to feel that a travel program made up of
experienced nonresident players is
somchow in the best interest of the rea-

idents. The loophole that they have de-

signed has enabled FHHA travel tcams
to consist of a large number of nonresi-
dent players who have played together
in pest years.

Many of our resident kids have not
had an epportunity to play travel hock-
ey in the past because it is difficult to
break into programs as a nonreaident
in a city whoro the residency rule may
be as high as 76 pereent.

Our resident players will never be-
come “quality” players if not given tho
chance to play and develop on travel
teams. Qur residents deserve first pri-
ority, they should not have to step
aside for nonresident players.

Travel hockey programs in other cit-

hockey tryouts is being blamed for the
imbalance of the 60 percent residency,
although the low turnout really has lit-
tlo to do with the outcome of tho
tryouts.

If as few as 10 resident players try
out for a travel team needing 14-16
players, a minimum of seven or cight
players is needed to fill the 50 percent
residency requirement. The math is
simple, there are plenty of residents to
fill the teams.

They pointed out to me that clee-

tions for now board members will be
held in March 1996. Thoso who feel
that our residents are not getting a fnir
shake should think seriously about
running for board positiona.

Fecdback from other citics eoncern-
ing this issue has been negative. The
arena is not even open yet and the
FHHA is being criticized for the un-
fairness to its own residents. Thosein- - !
volved with the hockey association
should be concerned by this,

Difficult task

Thoe FHHA is new, as are the board The situation should bo corrected
members, and the task of building a re- hefore it gets worse and jeopardizes the
putable ion Is und dabl Ion of this izatl dits

ics do not bend their rules to
date our residents, why should wo bend
ours? Allowing the Farmington Hills
residents first priority and adhering to
the residency requirement is in the

difficult. But we must realize thata
strong and competitive organization
cannot be built in one season. When
the FHHA was confronted about the
idency situation, the by

best interest of tho reaid
to nonresident players is not.
A law reaident turnout for travel
IR TIIN

ar-
gued their position and dismissed the
problem.

an:
membera.

The future of our hockey association
and the wellare of our young hockey
players rest on decisions mado by the
FHHA board, and we're not off to a
greot start. 3

Cindy Shuster, Farmington Hills

—

you'te ever wantrd

B:Repcal the requirement fora tough, mandato-
1y, core curriculum for al) K-12 stud

8:Permit new, autonomous school districts to
be carved out of existing ones.

@' Allow students {togethor with thels baslc edu-
cation grant) to transfer from their home school
dlstrict to enother one.

@ Romove the limits, currently 75, on tho num-
béz of charter schools and mako it casioer to get
c}'umn approved.

Thoughtful readers of this column will be
ploased that board president Clark Durant and
his aidekick, Marilyn Lundy, backed awsy from
reuiring schools to teach creatlonlsm along-
sitls evolution,

‘Durant wantod schools to teach “various the-
ories” on the origin of life, not just sciontific
ones, Lundy argucd that sinco thers Is no sclon-
llllc evidenco for evolution, claims that crea-
tlonfem s not supported bg sclontific evidence

Lrral {Adopting the teal

a device
uged by folks caught making silly remarks,
Liindy lator claimed sho had beon mi ted.}
IMost troublosome was the board'a rejoction of
a lnandatory core curriculum, the
phe-candition for real echool raform, Businesa
leadars, particularly, have urged tough state.
w|de stendards geared to global akills competl-.

not up to the lavel reached in the 1850s and
1960s. .

Item: The board's $620,000 public opinion
survey Indicated lukewarm (62 percont) support
for more schools of cholco and a atrong {84 per-
cent) endorsement for making charter schools
follow the sama rules as traditional schools. Yot
the board majority wants more schools of choleo
and oasier rulea for charter schools.

Item: This achool year marks the start of two
more school reforms from the package paased in
1093, Instructlonatl time will rise from 500
hours over a 180-day school yoar to 830 hours,
while a new proficiency test will replace the
MEAP asscssment for 11th graders. Tho test is
tough; it takes 12 hours and stresses reasaning
over multiplo-cholce questiona,

The chasm betweon the Ideclogically driven

{onality of the State Board's majority and

tipm; and in 1003 tho Legicl doptod &
package of schocl reform Jaws that required

the stordy progress of school roform and the
scnso attl of mont Mich cit-

each district 1o follow & care curri
‘Interestingly, the State Board's rocommanda-
tibn runo counter to Its ewn public opinlon sur-
vay, which Indicatod that B7 patcent of Michi-
gan residents think the state should set cduca-
tlonal standarda, 8o much for Durant’s clalm
thiat the board's very conservative majority Is
“gn the same wavslength" as the public on edu-

. cational standards.

1What Is remarknble overall about the State
Bpard's continulng assault on echool seform s

" tat It files squaroly in the face of a cet of com-«

palling facta: . .
tera: Qur 1895 high schoo! graduates ranked .
18th in the country on thelr Scholastic Aptituds,

-Tast {SAT) scores, Michigun's acores in both

5 math and verbel portions of the SAT have

 boen tiaing In recant years, although thay sre -

zana has grown very wide. Even conservative
membars admit that thoir rush to save our pub-
lic schools by destroying them {s driven by fear
that the board's right-wing majority may not

survive next yoar's clection.
1 wondor whother Gov. John Engler, now
1 fod with Ing for vico,

president, has any idea how much embarrass-
ment he risks by allowing his hend-picked
State Roard of Education to gyrate uncheckod
Into outer space. Maybe everybedy would be

state and rol
frionds,

" Phil Powsr {a chairman of the company that
-owns this newspapar. His Touch-Tone volce

in some of his ext

“mail ruumber is (313) 553-2047 ext. 1880. -

battor off if tho governor got back to running the )
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AGITIOD:

There is one thlag more thrilling than driving a 1995 Jaguar X16: its value. Decause if

Labl b
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style, &

245hp dot on someane’s hurizon, you can hate all of them for §6Y9/manth, Yirit our showroam and
test drive o 1995 Joguar today.

luxury, and the ability to icome a

8 3

A RONTH Fus
A Z4MUNTIE LEASE®

DOB S PAYMENT
Lo Ao wgning $LTRT

A way to call attention to
yourself without saying a word.

The exellersent surrounding & 1995 XI8 begins befure unleashing it upon apen road,
shawing it off ta friemils, taking the top down, rren befare leaving the shaxroam, flecause at

$699/manth, the excitement begins when pou reatize its tremendous ralur.
and text drice a 1995 Jaguar today.

Vixit vur showroom

AR R3S,

® (! D(! D Drive one todoy
6 at your nearcst ;
M| | Jagonr er H
JAGUAR OF TROY
1815 Maplelawn Drive
Troy, MI

(810) 643-6900
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