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?Erker brings little magic to ‘Lord of Illusions’

You'd think
we'd catch on by
now,

Whonovor a
movie character
walks alone In a
creepy place, the
muslc stops and
the actlon slows.
Suddenly, from
outsido of tho
framo, & mysteri-
ous [figuro ap-
peara out of
nowhere and the audlence jumps
a collective mile.

Such momenta happen a good
five times in Clive Barker's “Lord
of Nluslons,” which plays not so
much like a woll-staged magic
show aa a ride through a creaky
carnlival spook house. The tricks
couldn't be cheesler, but often
wo're scared fust tho same.

Scott Bakula, late of TV's
“Quantum Leap,” plays Harry
Demeore, a private dotectlve at-
teacted to “the dark eide.” Ho has
Just finlshed the cxorcism of a
young boy and now gets mized up
with a cult caso Involving the
world's foremost maglcians.

Swann (Kevin O'Connor) sella
out glitzy, David Copperfield-
style magic apectaculars — tho
kind where scantily.clad dancers
circle Baroquo sets. Ho was once
the student of Nix (Danicl Van
Bargen), whoso authentic powers
allowed him to levitate, juggle
fire, and plant reallstic {llusions
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in the heads of both dlsciples and
nonbellovers,

Nix 1a dead, buried deep, but
Swann has good reason to bellove
that he is ready to stage & como-
back. As the friends who helped
kill Nixz begin to dle themeslves,
Swann must devise a way to pro-
tect himself and his wife from
what could be the dovil.

The romalning cult members
sense his coming. Wiping their
mouths from a meal of raw ani-
mal flesh, the beltevers tear out
thelr halr, kneel on broken glass,
ond prepore for the coming of
their savior.

You get the sonse that Clive
Barker is one sick puppy who en.
Joya coming vp with this stuff far
more than we do watching it
Movles liko this should be fun,
but tho leughs in “Lord of Illu-
sions" arc mostly unintentionsl
alnce Barker and company are so

*“Texas Chal ") can
approech something almost mys-
tical in thelr low-budget minimal-
ism. Barkor'a medium.-sizo budg-
et only makes his movie lock
cheap, with much of tho money
spent on C-grade computer imag-

ing.

Though "Lord of Nluslons” Is
happily free of sadfatic scxual
content, tha camern rarely tuma
away from gross-out effects, like
tonguea being severed or knives
ponetrating flesh.

‘Tho latter happens in ono of
tho movie's fow clever scenes,
where one of Swann's illusions
goes horribly wrong. Wo watch
from the magiclon’s point of view
a8 heavy swords fall from the coil-
Ing as ho tries in vain to froe him-
aelf from tho rotating tablo he's
strapped to.

The magle angle la a geod one,”
though Barker fails to oven hint
at what lics behind tha display
cases of a magiclans’ repository
where all the secrets are stored. In
“Lord 5'.’ Hlusions” the popular

oualy intenton d bing ue.

Bakula tries hard as the ghost-
busting gumshoe, but he doean't
scem tough enough or romantic
enough to kick down doors or woo
Swann’s wife. O'Connor’s Swann
fares better. Reluctant to use the
power he posscases, ho walks
around in a daze, like ho'a scen
thinga that no man ever should.

Some of the beat horror movies
("Night of the Living Dead,”

w7 barely gives us the
illuslon that he knows any more
oahout magle than we do.

To leave a message for John
Monoghan, disl 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at 691-7279,
or write him in care of Entertain-
ment, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia
48150.

‘Watch It’ offers sharp views
of men, women, relationships

By LEANNE RoGEnS
STAYY WRITZR

A group of guya sharing o
house, apending thelr time party-
ing and playing elaborate practi-
cal jokes on cach other. Sounds
like a frat houss but in the enjoy-
able 1993 film “Watch It" the
guys aro all in their mid-thirtles
and a bit old for their lifeatyle.

Tho title of the film comes from
the gome of practical jokea that
started when several of tho men
knew ecach ather in college, Noth-
Ing is out of bounds, The only
rule to the gamo ia that you can’t
get mad, you can only get even,

The owner of the house In Mi-
chael, played by Jon Tenney, o
hand but smarmy i
cr, A new nddition ta the house-
hold is his cousin John, played by
Peter Gallagher, a guy who can’t
scem to scttlo in a career or even
in ona place for very long.

" Things becomo a bit tenas
when John falls in love with his
cousin’s former gitlfriend. With
Michael's lack of maturity and
eome childhood grudges againat

bty

Poter Gallagher

John, he naturally can't resist
trying to get back togcther with
his ox-girlfriend, played by Suzy
Amis. But then Jobn docsn’t help
his situatlon by getting scared
oand being non-committal. A
younger [riend of the woman, who
points out her consistently bsd
cholces In men, accurately refera
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to tho couninn as the Womanizer
ond the Non-Committer.

‘There arc some pretty hilarious
exchanges in the film about men,
women, relationships and how to
avold them. One of the room-
mates — there [a one in everyone
circlo of friends — waxen philo-
sophically about why younger
women are so attracted to guya
who are jerks. Since he readily

. puts himsclf in that categary, he

describes himself as “human co-
caine.”

For all the humor, “Watch It”
plso mnkea some sharp observa-
tians nbout its characters and the
way they spproach life. Even ot
thele worst behavior, the men still
havs some genuine emation and
pathos, Sometimes thoy just can't
help but be immature jerks.

All of the performances are very
good Inctuding John McGinnia as
tho philocophical roommate pan-
fe-atricken when he falla in Jove
and L1l Taylor as a young woman
wiser than her older and better
educated friend.

Quirky ‘Younger and Younger’
lacks depth, whimsy and heart

BY LEANNK ROGERS
STAF? WaITKR

Jonathan Younger has a pretty
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cushy life - sleeping late, getting

his nowspaper and golng out to

breakfaat, taking long naps and
golng out dancing. Unfortunately

for hils harried wifo Penelope, that

lifestylo leaven her daing all the
work hunchod over her desk et
their storage business.

An Inveterate womanizer,
Jonathan thinks his life will bo
evon casler after his wifo dlea of &
heart attack. But Jonathan fa in
for & couplo shocka — his wifs
keeps appearing to him and the
business is scon headed down the
tubes becausa he han't a clue
about running the business.
That's the baslc scone for the
1985 film “'Younger and Younger”
— tha title reforring to tha name
of the business and to the appear-

ance of Penslops, who looks

younger ench time shs turns up.

Donald Sutherland and Lolita

Davidovick, the latter hardly re-
cognisable under heavy
sarly in the
.who may or
‘liked each other when they mar-
-ried zome years earlior,
Jonathan, & transplanted Lon-

‘doner, married Penelope to get

th couple
fiim, play the couple
not havo actually .

ino emotion, When Penelope dies,
Adlon has her death throes spin-
ning like a dervish and convulsing
in her wheeled offico chalr. It lsn't
funny or sad as tho woman’s
death should be, it's just ridicu-

lous. !

The film is full of capablo ac.
tors like Sutherland and Davido-
vich, along with Brondan Fraser
as their son, Linda Hunt a3 ono of
thelr atorage unit tenants and
Sally Kollerman aa & woroan
charged with murdering her hus.
band. Unfortunataly their efforta
are protty much wastod.

Jonathan eventually starts to
feol bad mbout his wife's dosth
but only after she starta looking
young and curvacoous. He has
treated hor 80 shabbily. when she
was alive that [t'a kind of hard to
understand why she still fo inter-
ested In him or to care ahout how

ml ke a film about un-
usual or eccentric
peopls as woll as the
next guy but there
needs to be more
depth and fealing to
make It work. Unfor-
tunately “Younger and
Younger' lacks any
roal faeling.

ho feets. And I don't really need to
have a longthy muslcal intetlude
sung by Sutherland, wha fan't fa-
moun for his slnging volce,
Adlon's othar films like “Sugar.
baby" and “Bagdad Cafe” had
quitkiness but also whimsy and
hoart which *Younger and
Youngoer" totally lacks. Watching
thia film makes it casy to under-
stand why [t ended up on video
with 1ittle or no thoatrical reloase.

Or masybe {

Thrillor: Scott Bakula, Joel Swetow and Famke Janssen star in United Artists’ super--

natural film noir thriller “Lord of Nlusions.”
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nto her family's storage
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any possibility for genu.
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