Pontiac
Sunfire burns
up the road

By Anne Fracassa
Avanti NewsFeatures

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. —
The news came suddenly and
there wasn't time to get anoth-
cr car. The prospect of travel-
ing hundreds of milos from
Detroit to northern Tennessee
overnight in a small car like
the 1995 Pontiac Sunfire didn't
scem too inviting.

After all, the Sunfire is a

subcompact. And i'm tall. T like"

to have room when I'm in a car

for more than a couple of

houra, -

Gomer Pyle would have
yetled “shnzammm!® {f he could
have driven a Sunfire instead
of an Army jeep. Belicve it or
nat, the Sunfire was a pleasant
surrrprise, surrrprise, surr-_
rprise, Sgt. Carter, becauso it
logged an incredible 54 miles

. per gallon an the freeway, sig-
nificantly higher than the 32
mpg estimate reported by the
Environmental Protection
Ageney for this cad. More on
that later.

Tho Sunfire surprised me 5o
much I actually locked forward
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to the trip back home.

it’s new from Pontiac this
year, replacing the Pontiac
Sunbird (I owned a 1980
Sunbird in college, by the way,
and it was a sweet car, too),
The Sunfire replaces the
Sunbird in the segment, but is
cloarly all-new f{rom tho
ground up.

It's truly a Pontinc, with the
Fircbird's aggressive front end,
that cute lighted “Pontiac”
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nameplate on thn rear dcck lid
and gorgeous styling. It's not
too sggrossive, h , and
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fow grocerica fit nicoly, The
roar scat folds down, giving
you a lot of room. Acthally,
that's probably tho beat'uso for
tho renr soat — as extra cargo
room — and not to carry pas-
sengers. Your dog would fit
back there, unloss ho's o
German shepherd.

And tho glove box: The thing
can almost hold a 5-liter box of
wine -~ without tho box,
though. Pontiac engineers say
it’s actunlly 4.9 liters. An aver-
nge-size ladies purse (not
mine, though) could actually fit
‘in there.

Another good thing — the
ashtray/lighter arca has a lit~
tle pocket for tho lighter to bo
stored in. You know how

nnd )¢

can easily bo a lndy’s car.

The Sunfire is powered by a
standard 2.2-liter 4-cylinder
overhead valvo engino outfit.
ted with a smooth shifting 5-
speed manual transmission.
Drivon was the 2-door S8E
coupe, which is the baso model
priced at just over $11,000,

It performed well on the trip
— which waa mostly stralght
interstate driving. Exiting and
entering the highway didn't
produce any whito knuckles, so
it accelerated woll, but didn't
leave anyona in the dust.

Tho interior instrumenta-
tion is wrapped sround the dri-
ver — almost to the exclusion
of the front passenger. Jt's got
full instrumentation, including
a tachometer — somotimes
something you only got on
those higher-priced sporta jobs,

ers, ¢
ed parking brako "mkc out tho
gshtray, and you've got yet
another functional cupholder.

Built in Lordstown, Ohio,
and Lansing, Mich. (along with
the Chevrolet Cavalier), tho
Sunfirc's rear seating areca is
nearly non-cxistent, mostly
because taller people tond to
flat-out maximize tho leg room
in front. We jammed a coolor,
soma snacks, the road atles
and a AAA Trip-Tik (with some
bad info), & ton of magazines
and the laptop back thers and
it all seomed comfortable,
There are rear heating and air
conditioning ducts — also usu-
ally found in more expensive
cars — for rear passenger com-
fort.

In the trunk, the two suit
bags, a duffel, somo toys to
bring back for the girls and a

ing it I8 to hear that lit~
tlo lightor roll around some-
whore when you've plugged in
tho cell phone? Well, this little
pocket keeps {t sccuro and out

. of your way. A nice touch.

Now .,. Pontiac engincers
say this is impoasible. But wo
don't work for Pontiac so wo'll
tell you what we found: Qur
car totaled 54 miles per gallon
on flat interstate driving in the
neighborhood of 1,100 miles.
Tho test Sunfire was eapecinlly
fuclish going from Detroit to
Dayton (34 in gas) and from
Dayton to Louisville (another
$5 in gas),

From Detroit to Clarksville,
wo had put only $17 in the
tank, The ride home cost us
$22.76 in ges taking the exact
samo route.

In all, wo paid $39.75 in gas
money going from Detroit to
Tenncssea and back to Dolmit.

If wo had flown, it would ha¥
cost moro than 81,000 per per- :

son. ol
Officiat EPA numbers are 24 °
clty and 36 highway. All I know |
ia the car got great mileage,
Tho Sunfire comes in four !
flavors: The baso SE coupe, thé *
4-door SE sedan, tho 160:7
horsopower 2.3-liter Quad-4 :
GT mode) and tho SE convert:
ible.
All come standard with dual |
pir bags, full inntrumenmﬂon, :
a rear folding seat, anti-lock:!
brakes, a 6tainleas steel muf-"
fler and tailpipes, 100,000-milo}
apark plugs, o 15.2-gallon fu_el .
tank and power mirrors.
Smart styling and t
deéent prico make this a gre
small car. And if -the ba
model is this good, imagi
what fun the GT or convertibld
must be. —en
Anno Frn:usn is senior edi
of Avanti NewsFéntures, | =
1995 Pontine Sunfire
Vehiclo class: .. ...
Engine:
Baso price:
Where built: Lordnown. .
Ohio, and Lansing, Mich. M
EPA mileage: 26 city / 32‘
highway
Mileago (as tested): 30 city I
54 highway N
If you'd like to sec a particu- &
lar model tested or if you s
have a car question, send ...
Anne Fracassa a mesage a
AVANTI 1054, Avanti’s, |
America Online mailbos. OF
comment through the
Intcrnet at
AVANTI1054@aol.com
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