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Sheriff wins battle
over contract bids

BYPAT MunrpPiY
HTAF? WaTRR

In the latest battle betweoon the
Oakland County aheriff and coun-
ty commissioners, John P, Nl-
chols walked away the victor,

Desplts prossure from Republi.
can and D | {ask

his choosing.
Nichols holds the trump cards
uge the procesa servors must
bo doputized, and tho sheriff sald
he wil} not bestow that authority
on enybody not of his choosing
Commlssfoner Lawronce R.
Permlck, D 1d, and others

ors, Nichols will niot be forced to
sock competitive bids on a profcs-
sional services contract. He i freo
to award the contract to who-
mever hio choosen.

But st least one commissfoner
thinks the county board of com-
misalonors won more than It loot
In the dispute that concluded
Thursday at the Finance and Per-
sonnel Committes meeting.

“But we saved money this
timo," eald commissloner Law-
renco A. Obrecht, R-Lake Orion.
“Maybe ths next time, we'll win
and tho sheriflf will have to seck
blds. In the meantime, the aberiff
can give the contract to anybody
ho llkes.”

‘The dispute between Nlichols
and commlssloners focusod on a
cantract to serve subpoenas, di-
vorce papers, forclosures and

3
acknowledgo that Nichols should
be able to scloct scmeone he
trusts. But the county might save
monsy — and reinforce a pro-
ferrod policy of competitive bid-
ding — If the sheriff selocted five
or six people or companiea he
trusts, and then Jet thom bld for
the contract.

Some other counties soek bids,
thoy note, end Oskland could
ponaibly save money by doing the
samo thing. .

Nichols rofocted the idea. Fur-
thermore, an opinien by tho Oak-
tand County corporation counsel
specifies that
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o profesaional services contract
tha aheriff can award without bid-
ding.

That oplnion gives the sheriff a
frec hand to proceed with provi-
ously apnounced plans to award

other legal d Until

the contract to an Oskland Coun-
ty nas Y

1993, when the function was re.
luctantly privatized, the papers
were served by deputles.

It Nared vup last month when
commissloners challenged somo
provisions of the contract end
warked out a compromize ap-
proved by the Financo and Per.
nonnel Committco,

The compromiso called for
rewriting the process serving con-
tract — and saving the county
$18,000 a year. But commlsslon-
ors were unauccesaful in trying to
persuade, eajole or force tho sher-
iff to explore the possibility of
saving oven more money by soek.
ing competitive bids,

Nichols didn't appear at Thurs-
day's meeting, and he haa repeat-
edly stated, through his socretary,
that he bas nothing more to say
about the eplsode.

On provious occasions, howev-

That aesistant prosecutor,
Matthew J. Chodak, Is highly
qualified, commissioners agree.
But ho is aleo the eon of Jean and
Murray Chodak, close friends of
Nichols who are hosting a $100
per person birthday bash for Ni-
chols In thelr Bloomfield Tovm-
ship home on Bept. 10.

Commiesioners were angry that
Nichols refusod to consider com-
petitive bldding. That anger was
compounded by the sheriff's in-
tention to give the contract to the
friend of a fund raisar.

“The purposs of competitive
bidding Is to seck the beat pric-
es,” sald commissioner Kingrett.
“But the competitivo forces of the
market place are negated bocauso
of the aberifl.”

Commisaloner Obrecht, howav-
ez, said the dispute has boon an

er, Nichols hsa repeatedly re. overall victory for the board of
minded fask that pro- ! “Sheriff Nichols
cess serving is @ function the  didn't want to privatize,” he said,
sheriff ia constitutionally obligat-  *but we got bim to do it, and we

ed to perform or superviss. Ho has
steadlastly refusod to work with
any of the profesalonal procesa
servers available and insisted on
awanilng tho contract on a no-bid
basis to the person or company of

Technique detects
flaw in heart valves

Rescarchers at Willlam Beau-

saved monoy.

“Now, because we rencgotioted
the contract, wo save another
818,000, Maybe noxt tims — pos-
#ibly with a now shori{l - we can
et competitivo bidding.”

Patlents, identifled through a
national valve registry, wero

mant Hm;llul 5:3 R.oyul )(()nk have

used a high ~tay lm-
eging technlque that may predict
falluro of a typo of heart valvo
used by 44,000 living patients.

An article in the August 17,
1995 New England Journal of
Modicine presents the resulta of s
landmark rescarch study.

“Fhis new detection mathod

d at Jeast twice at a aix.
month interval, or more often if
prior screening results looked
auspicious.

Of tho 315 patients scroenod at
Beaumont from August 1992 to
Fobruery 1994, 11 patlients had
xnlm Identified as “dnﬂnll-e" or

may be of considerable Lolp to
physicians and pationts in mak.

ing dectslons on removal of the

valve,” sald Dr. Willlam O'Neili,
the study’s chief Investigator and
director of Besumont’s Divislen
of Cardlovascular Dissase, *

“This technique could hring
peaco of mind to patients with in-
tact, well-functioning valves and
giva others conctwte information
to belp them weligh the risks of
valve fallure versus removal.

“Since patients with structural-
ly Intact valvea do woll, and elec-
tive rem is jated with

bable” single-leg

Tin of 11 l":lvul were conn:lmud
to have single-log ssparations
through removal of the valve pricr
to fallure, One valve with a “prob-
ablo” rating waa [ntact. Two com-
plote outlet atrut fractures oce
curred three and seven montha af-
ter _normal cineradlographic
examinations.

“Although the risk of strut frac.
ture is not entirely eliminated by
clneradiographlc screoning, It can
reduco the cocurrence and save
some lives,” sald Dr. O'Naill,

“For valve separations to bo ac-

aval [
3.8 percent risk of death, surgical
removal of the valves has not
been recommendod for all pa-
tients,” O'Natll sald,

The study used elnersdiograph.
ic imeging to a separation
In ene of two legs of the cutlet
strut of a Bjork-8kiley Convezo-
Concave (CC) hesrt valve.

Bhiley Inc. atopped production
of the valves in 1883. The re-
soarch at Mum&nt's:al ﬂx}l{:m

a grant from the oy
t"Iyal\n Rescarch Center in Irvine,
Calif.

A “aingledog ssparation” e
o wonkds completa strut

l‘:ﬁnr valves implanted In the mi-
pousltion with an estimal
fracture rate of 0.40 percent o
Righar pet yoar).

ly [dentified,

training [n the [nterpretation of

Images {s roquired. Tha neceasary

will bs most readlly

avallabls at regional zeforral cen.
ters,” he sald,

Batwesn 1070 and

CC valves ware lmplanted world.
wida. In clinical trials of the do.
vice, there wos one fall.
ure of & vaive. Additional audden
ures occurred aftar the valve
‘was Introduced for general uso,

In Apdl 1984, there was &’
chu:zlxln in mlmul'uturlng lﬁd
quality ocontrol procedures. No
outlet strut fractures have been

in valven welded after

lete Carch 81, 1084,

Willlam Beaumont Hoapital (s

. '1a ono of the nation's bustest car-

dlology centers.

Further ressarch of the new
scroenlng muthod la currently un-
der way at Stanford Unlversity In
Callfornla and the Western Inflr-
A i el

que # ot gon-
ersl-use by the mm and
Drug Adminiateation,
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includes one-of-a-kind, out of carton,
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PHONE: 422-5700

The Sears Outlet Stors I & cantral durt:lr houss for
furniture snd sppilances from Sears retall stores.
:, damaged In transit, one-of-a-
raceived dally and offered at *
1 ous savinge, Quantities are limited, 50 hurryt
Al Items aro subject to prior sales.
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