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babysit or change diapers, the
bulk of the caregiving atill falls
upon women’s shoulders. That
applies whether those needing
care are children, the elderly, the
sick, or the dizabled.

. While the Sacial Security sys-
temn i sex-neutral in structure, in
practice, it discriminates ogainst
women. Worker benefita are
based on the 35 years of & work-
ce's highest earnings, but few
women accumulate that number.
If there is no paid work for the
year, there I3 no Social Security
credit, only a zero on the worker's
record.

All full-time h

during " king"* yeurs tran-

giving ycara nro zero years, Wom-
en do have double entitlement.
They can draw on their husbanda’
work records or their awn records,

alaten dlrectly Into low Soclal Se.
curity benefits on retirement, so
low that 68 percent of today's re.
tired women aro drawing on thelr
hunsbands’ records,

hich is larger. (Hust
have this option, also, as do di-
voreed men and women who wero
married for at feast 10 years).

The mazimum spousal benelit,
payable at ago 65, is 60 percent of
the worker's benefit. At age 62, it
drops to 37.5 and the percentage
never increascs until the woman
(or the man) becomes widowed.

The comhination of low wages
during “working”’ ycars and zeros

K@f@@“ from page 13A

Simply put, that means that
half of what thelr husbands ere
drawlng is moro than they were
entitled to on their own work
records. Despito the iaflux of
women into tha pald labor force,
that statistic haan't changed in 30
years, nor s it expected to do o,

Imagine the surprise that
awaita tomorrow’s tetired woman

whon sho discovers that showas
“non-worker” during the years
when sho was caught between the
demands of young children and
diaabled parents!

Married women do have acceas
to the incamo of a husband on ro-
tirement; not so the divorced.
They have a particularly hard
timo of it. If they are divorced lato
in life after years of full-time
homemaking-caregiving and they
cannot (ind paid work, they may
be forced to apply for the lower
benefit at age 62,

Small wonder that some, di-
vorced against their will, look for-

ward to thelr ex-husband’s
demlso. At that time, If they are
66 or more, they, will inherit 100
percont of his “workor” benefit.

Youngur widaws who have been
out of tho pald work force for
years suffor privation, too. Unless
they are caring for minor or dig-
abted children, or are disabled
themselves, thoy must walt until
age 60 to draw survivor's beneflts
on thele husband's records.

At 60, thoso benefita ore a ro-
duced 71.6 percont, and that per-
contago nevor [nereases, If they
can hold out unti 65, they will in-
horit o full 100 percent beneflt.

e
Given job discrimination and thig’
fact that the average age of wid,
owhood Ln this country iz 68, thi
ssoma unlikely, if not lmpossible,
‘Chla year wo colebrate the 75th
anniversary of women's right to
vote, but cconomle squity still,
eludes us. We could begin to cor:
rect that injustico by daleting thy.
zoros from wamen's work records,
and giving them the caregiving
credlt they so richly deserve. .
Virginiz Nicoll {a prealdent of
the Oider Women's Leogue of
Michigun. A feminist post, shio
and her husband have lived [n,
Farmington for twelve years. |

been presented.

Sarah Ahn of Farmington Hills
was the bride, dressed in a red
robe over pantaloans, a alip, long
skirt and jacket. She had a bead-
ed and patterned headdress. At-
tepdants were-Katie Ratkowski of
Detroit, in white, and Elizabeth
Fitzgerald of Plymouth, wearing
pink.
| Garbed as the groom, Michacl
Song of Groase Pointe said,~1
think it's neat I like this.* He
was referring to the royal blue
robe, worn over o *hanbok.” which
includes a 1 d vest, | 3:

pants and shirt. His tall black hat
had stif flaps. "It locks like
Mickey Mouse,” he 2aid with a
smile.

Narrator Chung’s wedding in-
cluded o traditlonal American-
style ceremony at the Korean
Presbyterian Church. When the
guesta moved on to the reception
at the Dearborn [nn, the Korean
ceremony was held in a scparate
roam there.

Custom includes throwing red
dates and chestnuts at the bride.
“Do you know why they’ra throw-

ing food at her?” she asked the
young campers during the demon-
stration. ““They'ro angry,"” one lit-
tle boy replied. *No. They're quite
happy.”” she rcspanded, eaylng
that the dates represent how
many boys the couple will have,
and the cheatnuts, gitls.

In another part of the ceremo-
ny, the bride holds a cup while an
sttendant pours wine. The at-
tendant presents the wine to the
bride's mother-in-law and father-
in-law who offer u toast. Then the
cup is given to the couple to toast
the family.

Camp weck ends

Three presentations of the Ko-
rean  wedding ceromony were
made on the last day of camp,
which also included a program for
parents, with songs and skita by
each class and thelr counselors.
the

Korean children come to

said. “Most children in camp aro
adopted children, It starta when
you are 5.” Adam was on the wait-
ing list for o year before ho first
attended camp last year,

Dean and Karen Georgofl of
Plymouth are parents of two
campers — Emlly, 10, who waa
born in Knmn: and thelr own bh;-

day camp from many
les. Rita G ki of

Pogical
*It's bably the only way our

: ]
Grosse Inle is tho mother of three
three adopted children — Adam,
8; Alex, 4, and Emily 2 — sll born
in Seoul, South Korea. |

“My son Adam loves it. It colls
attention to his heritage,” sho

|
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We'd like your opinion.

Read what people think, every Thursday
on your hometown newspaper’s
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children can get this kind of expo-
surs to Korean culture,” Dean do-
clared. “And they just enjoy it so
much.”

The camp was started three
years ago by Cindy Mariott of

Botsford

PRY

Pl h. “I'm a child poy

giat,” sho sald. "I thought thia
would help build the children's
sclf esteem.”

Marriott's Korean dnughu'r, /
Brigld, 8, jumped up Into her

orma, Her blological daughter,
Elizabeth Fltzgerald, hod partlel.
pated in the wedding ceremony.” ““

“The camp's language culture
closses teach Korean alphabets,
history and folk tales, Korean arta
and crafts and a choles of Taa
Kwon Doh (Korean martial arts)
ar Korean fan dancing also are
taught,

offers -

variety of courses

Botaford

Botsford General 'Hospital is

k course, a
{alizing in diabetes

th

spenaoring a number of progr
Here 1a a llat of programas:
B Sept. 7 — Cooking Demo: “Life
After Schmaltz.” That is, life af-
ter fat. Heert-healthy edaptations
of traditional Jewizh hollday
dishea, Samples and recipes will
be avallable. The program begins
at 7 p.m. at Botsford's Health De-
velopment Network, 33760 Grand
River Ave, In Novi, There [s 0 $5
fee. Registration Is required. For
more information and to reglster,
call (810) 477-6100,
B Sept. 11 — Stroke Club Meet-
ing: “Alternative Living Situa-
“tion" s held at 6:15 p.m. at Bota-
ford Ceneral Hospital's 3-Sauth
Dining Room, 28050 Grand River
Ave. in Farmington Hills, For
r e information, call (810) 471-

@ Sept. 12 — Help for Impotent
Men (HIM) “Medlcal Work-Up
for Impotence™ at 7 p.m. at Bots.
ford [n Farmington Hills, Confes.
ence Room 2.B. This is an educa-
tional support group, There s no
fen, Call {810) 477-6100 for tmore
information.
# Sept. 19 — Diabetes Support
roup Meetl (ng Feel-

dletary counseling demonstrates
how to add more vegetables and
frult to your dlet, proparo greal-
tasting desserts and how to rescus
your favorite malii dishes. Sam-
ples, handouts and recipes aroin-
cluded In the program held 7.8
p.m, Tuesdsays through Oct. 10,at
Botsford in Novi. A $25 feo will be
charged. For more information,
call (810) 477-6100. Registration
18 requi; “
B8 Sept. 27 — Cardiac Suppart
Graup Lecturc: “Stress Redus-
tion,” Nursa Lynn Sackett ia the
featured apeaker. Tho program {8
frco ot Dotsford in Farmington
Hills, Room 2-A. For more infor-
mation, call (810} 471-8370.

o Sept. 28 — Cooking Demo:
“The Five-Minute, Five-Ingred-
fent Healthy Gourmet.” Chef Lar-
ry Janes detnonstrates how to pro-
pare quick and delicious gourmet
dishes at Botaford in Novi. 8am.
pleo and recipes will be included
and a $5 feo will be charged. Reg-
istration is required. For more in-
formation, call (810) 477-6100.

@ Sept. 20 — Living With and
Und ding Parkl ’s. An

Group
ings Through Art — Drawing for
Health™ st 7 pm. st 4 in

Tntenal % acducationsl

Novi. Por more information, call
{810) 477-6100,

# Sept. 21 — Cocking Bemo:
*“Heal

which d ol a3-
pects of self-care mnd manage-
ment; It will bo held 1:30.3:30
p.m. ot Botsford in Novl. A $40

to wrap|up a

mea! at this ides-packed presen.
tation., Semples and recipes
be Included end a $5 feo will ba
charged. The program begins at 7
pm. in Botsford in Novi. For
more informatlon, call (810) 477-

6100,
o Sept. 25"— Cbola'numl Connec-

Mazlcan Flesta.” Leam  foq will bo charged. Registration
i tred. Por more !
will cali (810) 477-6100,
8 Sept. 30 and Oct. 1 — Weekend
Childbirth Class. A great solution

for busy couples who don't have
the timo for six-week chlldbirth
proparation classes. Leamn how to
propare for the birth of your baby
fres from di H Lunches

tion. A

1 dietltt

el

will be

taught by a
“teaches how to lowes cholesterol
the natural way by learning about
fat, weight loss, grocery shopping
azd nsw nulsition labels. The
eprogram bogina at 1 p.m. at Bots.
ford o Nowi, For more Informa-
t'hm, call (810) 477-6100.

and

provided. The program ls © am.
0 6 p.o. Ssturday snd 9 am. to 1
p.m. Sunday at Botaford In Novi.
A $150 feo for each coupls will be
charged and roglsteation is vo-
quired. For more information, call
(810} 477.8100.

@ A Life Is In Your Hands, CPR

Sept. 26 — s in the
Kitchen with Dinah! In this

Beo BOTBFORD, 16A
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kin:

! in black skin health.
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