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BYBILL COUTANT
BTAYY WRITIR
ven though workmen
wore still putting on the
finishing touches and
the concesalona stand and pro
shop had yet to open, the
Farmington Hills Ice Arena
opened an schedule Sopt. 1.
“With echool starting, you'rs
golng to see a Iot more activi-
ty,” sald arena Manager Jerry
Nolson.
Skaters of all levols and slz-
cs took to the new lco rinks at
the $6 million multi-purpose

Warm reception for ice

"'W

focllity at Found parta
Park on Elght Mile. And with
fow oxceptions, the verdict was
two thumbs up, ,

“The co Is really hard for
this time of year," said Tom
Mannino, o Hills resident and
hockey enthusiaat,

Mannino and his 2-year-old
son Davld wero among those
who tried the facliity on open-
Ing day. )

Jon Cipriani, 14, and a atu-
dent at St. Paul's School In
Farmington Hlils spent much
of the day at tha arena. Ciprl-
oanl, a Farmington resldent,
said the new arena ls better
than others in the nrea. He
then returned to his practico
with friends.

“You have to work hard if
you' want to make it to the
NHL,” said tho enthuaiastic
hockey player.

Staff pro Janet Shafer had
her dsughter Melisss, 6, and
son Andrew, 3, on the ico for
thelr first-ever skate. Tho kids
and mom ogreed that the two-
tink arena camo just in time.

“I love it,” eald the Hills
resldent and former competi-
tive skater of 14 yeara, “It's so
exciting to seo it open. I think
they've done a grest fob of
tryh:_x to give [ce tima to avery-

one.
Shafer, who will teach new

Toking aspill: Power Mid-
dle School student Chris
Vukonich reacts after fall-
ing on the ice. He said it
was his first time shating.

skaters as woll as accom-
plished figuro skaters im not
concerned about the facility
maklng money.

“It’s such a nico arenn and
the demand, just in Farming-
ton Hills, much loss in the
area, will bo enough,” she said.

Kimberly Cook, a staff mem-
bor and accomplished figure
skater sald she looka forward
to wearing several hats at the

arena.

“I’ll bo learning to drive the
Zamboni (lce surfacing ma-
chine),” she sald. “I'l be
xpending a lot of time here.”

One of the more satisfied pa-
trons had to be Susan McKen-
drick, As a member of the ice
orcna study committes and ice
arena edvisory committee, the
figure skater saw the facility
from idea to reality.

“It's a real good feeling to
walk in here and sce how It
turned out just as we had
planned It,” she said.

Hilla City Manager Bill Cos-
tick sald the arenn, which was
built in leas than a year thanks

to a new far Farmington HHls-
manoged construction sched-
ule, was up and running de-
spite some heavy rains last

month,

“It (huilding schedule) was
ambitious, but realistic,” Cos-
tick said.

And Assietant City Manager
Dave Call even went so far 85
to don n pair of skatea and try
to keep upright after not skat-
ing for 22 yeara.

Officinls arc hoping other

FarmiﬁgtOn Hills ice arena opens on schedule with free skate |

Icolsnlco: Jackie Albin of Farmington Hills helps her 4-ycar-old son Ryan back on the ice with her husband
Frank at the just-opened Farmington Hills Jce Arena.

‘It's a real good foellng to walk In here and
s00 how It turned out just as we planned it

Susan McKendrick

ukaters in the arca won't wait
quite as long between lacing
up the akates. To that end, the
arenz has several scheduled
times for public skating.
Lunch skato |a from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Monday through Friday;
open skating is availablo 1:30-

3 p.m. Ssturday and 3-5 p.m.
Sunday; teen sketing fa avail-
able 2:30-4:30 p.m. Monday,
Wednesdsy and Friday, and
family skating is available
6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday and 7-9
p.m. Thursdoy.

The concession stand end
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pro shop will be open this -
week, there will be skate rent-
ols and a full schedule of aduit |
and youth hockey games along
with figure skating and learn -
to skate programs. K

For further information, call *
the arena office at 473-9577. d
The arena’s ribbon cutting
and grand opening are sched-
uled for Sept. 29-Oct. 1. There
will be free public skating tha

weekend.

Car dealer loved work, family

More obituorles, 9A

When o dealership  became
available in Farmington Hills,

' BY LARRY O’'ConNOR

HEAPY WRITER
When someono was undecided

" sbout buylng a car, Roger Peck's

enthusiasm could often seol the

deal,

Mr, Peck dled Sept. 6 of conges-
tive heart failure in Tolfreo Mo-
moral Hospltal in West Branch.
Hewea 71,

He is survived by his wile of 51
yeors, their two sons and four
children, and 10 grandchildren.

Mr. Peck owned and operated
Roger Peck Chevrolet In Farming-
ton Hills. Ha'd often join the con-

jon betwoeen a sal
and a potential custamer, sharing
his knowledge about automohilos.

When he wasn't tatking to'cus-
tomers and salespeople, ho'd be in
tho garage conversing with mo-
chanics. Automobiles were his
passion, ’

“He enjoyed every minute of
the time he apont as a dealer,”
rald his wife, Carolyn. “He praba-

by would have stayed on forever.”

He opensd Rogor Pock Chevro-

- 1ot In 1067, which bocame Hollidsy

Chevrolet/GEO at 30250 Grand
River Avenuo in 1984, Ho loft the
bual in 1984, but inued
selling autos with his son Robert
at Bob Pock’s Show and Go n
Farmington Hills,

M. Peck also operated a rental

Rogor D, Peck

car buninesa in Fort Lauderdals,
Fla., and was prealdent of the De-
troit Auto Dealors Association.

“He enjoyed that, going to the
meotings and talking to the other
dealers,” hin wifo sald. -

Mr. Peck always wanted to bo a
Chevy dealar, Carolyn said. So, he
atarted out by getting a job with
Genaral Motors. Ho worked as a
sales pramotlon managoer. for
Chevrolet from 1053 to 19067,

Peck bought 10 acres of land on
Grand River. He moved his fami-
ly to Independence Commons
subdivision.

His interest in transpartation
was not limited to the ground.

Mr. Peck served as a pilot in
the Alr Force, flying both twin

and four-cngine planes in the Pa-
cific Theater during World War

11, After the wor, he was a ceptain
in the Alr Force Rescrve.,

“He had a Jot of war etorics to

teil,” his wifo snid.

Afer retiring two years ago, the

Pecks scttled in northern Michi-
gan. Mr. Peck served on tho board
of the Lake Ogemaw Association
and enjoyed boating.

Surviving sons are: Wiiliam
ond Mary Peck of Dearborn
Heighta and Robert and Laurio
Petk of Farmington Hills. Surviv.
ing daughters include: Sharon
Qllver of Oxford, Linda and Scott
Farley of Rocheater Hills, Debra
and Steve Brock of Farmington
Hills, and Carolyn Beth and John
Thiele of Rochester Hilla.

Funeral services are 11 am.
Friday, Sept. 8, at Thayer Rock
Funerat Home, 33603 Grand Riv-
er, Farmington. The Rov. Steven
Andrews of Kensington Commu-
nity Church of ‘Troy will officiate.

Visitation 1o 4-8 p.m. Thurs-
day. Memorials in Roger Peck's
name can be sent to: Lighthouse,
Box 430425, Pontlac 48334,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

He's 'Winthrop’

Folks involved in “The Music Man" are really

tooting thelr homs about the communil fde pro- State Rep. Jen Dolan, whose 3Tth Dlmlgt in- o "
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and "The Princess and the Magic Pea.”
Dolan'a office hours

F ares,
1y School. Matthew Britten, a Beechview filth.

*The Music Men." It's Hiila City Hail, 11 Mits and Orchard Lake roads.
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throp snd has really u&yed working with the dl-

Matthew, now 10, first saw s how at the Msr.
quls Theaire In Northville atagod whileona ﬂuld‘

1.2 p.m. at the Farmington City Hall, QGrand River’
and Liberty, and 2:30-4 p.m. at the Farmington

30014, Lanalng 48909,

an opportunily for me to anewer questions and
dlncuss concerns of my constituents.”
Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to

Sibley's, Michigan's Largest Florsheim Dealer, now brings you the most outstanding Florsheim value
of the year! Quality all leather shioes nt fantastic sale prices. The Florshelm Valoe Package at Sibley's gives
you more shoe for the money for your casual, dress or bustness needs.
So hurry In to Sibley’s for the Florshelin Value Package... ‘
af prices like these, you can't offord not to buy Florshelm.

" linings plus many other features. Regularly $99.95
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