THEATER

Jewish Ensemble Theatre pre-
sents “38” by Norman Lessing in
the Aarun Deroy Theatre, Jewich
Community Center 6600 West
Maple Road, West Bloomfield.
Show opens for previews: 8 p.m.
Thursday, Sept, 7; 8:45 pom. Sat-
urday, Sept, 9 and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Sept, 10. Opening night 7 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 10. Continues
through Oct. 1. Show times — 8
p.m. Wednesdoy-Thuradoy; 2 & 7
p.m. Sundays; 845 p.m. Satur
days. Tickets $11-§22. Call (810)
748-2900 or Ticketmaster, (810)
“6{5-6666. ’

BY KEELY WYGONIK

BAFF WRITER

‘Jowish Ensemble Theatrs
opens lts 1905-96 scason with
Norman Lessing’s mystical come.
dy 36"

“Tho playwright suggests each
of ug needs to have faith in somo-
thing. It has nothing to do with
logic. We just need faith," sald
JET artlstlc director Evelyn Or-
bach who Is directing the show,

in “36" three Chasslds (very
tradltional ultra-Orthodox Jows),
with very difforent personalities,
journey from Brooklyn to Cincin-
nati searching for one of tho 36
great, just men who aro known to
roam the earth.

“God preserved the Earth be-
cousa of these 36 righ men,”
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JET presents mystical comédy

& “The Dlary of Anne
Frank" by Frances Goodrich
and Albert Hackett, Previows
Nov. 15 {opening night Sunday
Nov, 19,) Continues to Dsc. 21,
Winner of the Pulitlzer Prize
- In 1956 when it premlored on
. Broadwey. JET celebrates tho
50th anniversary of the inding
of this famous chronicle

® “Torch Bong Trillogy" by
Huorvey Fierstein, Previews
Feh. 14, (opening night Sun-
day, Fcb, 18), Continues to
Matrch 10.

Cotorful comed|c innight Into
the life of a nice Jowish boy
wha happens to be gal. Almost
a muslcal, the audicence gets a
senso of his life, his love, his
compasslon and buming desire
to make his Jewish mother un.
derstand,

| “Soclal Security’ by An-
drew Bergman. Previews May

Season schedule

16 (opening night Sunday, May
19). Contlnuos to Juno 9,

A yuppy couple and an aging
parent, whoss blasseming love
1ife takes all by surprisc. Lots
of laughs and effirmatlon of
tho human aplrit at any age.

@ 10968 Fostlval of New
Ploys in Staged Roadings,
Aprll 17-18, 24-25, May 1.2, 8-

Four manuscripts — not
previously produced aro solect-
ed from an arena of 100 play-
wrighta from around the coun-
try. Each play ia directed and
acted hy professional actors
and open to discusajon by the
audience, playwright, cast and
dlrector. Each i presonted for
two performances. These are
considered works in progress
and playwrights have taken
several of thess to' completo
production, including two on
JET's own stage.

Bl 'The playwright suggests each of us noeds to
have falth In something. It has nothing to do
wlith loglc. We Just need falth.’

— Evelyn Orbach

n,
sald Otbach. “When they find the
guy who they believe 1s one of the
36, he turna out to be an clectri-
cian.”

Broadway actor Sol Frieder por-
trays Nechman, the wise, old
sage, and leader of the Chassidic
trio. Robert Grosaman, who most
recently directed JET's produc-
tion of “Golden Boy," 1s Mendcl,
hat-tempered, and bit of a cur-
mudgeon. Danfel Kahn, who has

d in four JET producth
i4 Pitzik, unworldly, wide-oyed,
ttusting and very honest,

“It's fun,” is how Orbach de-
acribes this play, Membera in the
cast ggree.

“The play has a lot of contra-
dictions and opposition — but
it's oll in good humor. I get the
calling to search for ane of the 36,

PREVIEW

and ! bring nlong two sidekicks.
It's a lot of fun. In the end, every-
one 1s happy,” sakil Frieder.

Grossman's character Mendel,
could have been a veteran. Ho's
had a rough time and is working
hard to get a clearer vision of lifo.

“The story definitely parallels
the Three Wise Men following the
star,” sald Grossman. “But peo-
ple need to know that this is o
highly amusing play. There are a
lot of Iaughs. It's quite whimalical,
‘The specifics are meant to bo tak-
en light heartedly. The humor
straddles Vaudeville and situa-
tion comedy.”

For example, Kshn of Farming-

ton Hills, who portays Pitzik,
doesn't know what ping pong is.
He doesn't know what a screw-
driver ls either.

“It {a an interesting study of
faith, Jewish culture and heri-
tage,” said Kohn, “It ralses issues
of faith, the Bible versus science,
but there’s a lot of good humor.
1'm working with a terrific cast
and director. Working with theso
people {8 n wonderful opportuni-
ty."”
The cast also includes Robert
Starko as Rabbi Manfred Dorf-
man, Jim Porterfield as Joe Wal-
ski and Cynthia Blalso as Mary.

Lessing hea written over 300
TV dramas end a number of
motion picturcs, including
“Benanza.”
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HEEGUISH PR

Bluc
$12.99 CD

More thin 30000 students front aceans Caerada aud the U5,
* bave srade “The Phantom of tbe Opera,” at the Pantages Theatre it Tonvbs,
their favorite aubject. Now Livent fiv., prodiscers of Tony* Award-winaing

stusictles presents the next allnew phase in the Educational Serice:

Words » Mudic
at the Pantages Theatre, Toronto

The all-new PHANTOM PROGRAMME PART I, examines, for the first tme ever, the
structure and foundaon of musical theater, by exploring the power of The Phanton
of the Opera’skey clements — Words, Music, and Inages. On-screen interviews
with Sir Andresy Loyd Webber, Harold Prince and ather members ol the creative team
will help foster a deeper appreciation and understanding of haw these elements
work indlvidually and as a whole.

‘THE PHANTOM'S’ TRAVEL PACKAGES
1n addition to THE PHANTOM PROGRAMME
PART 101, ‘The Phantom’s’ Travel Fackages
provide your students with transportation to
Toronto, other popular educatonal aturactions,
and ovemight accommodation at selected hotels.

BUSY CURRICYLUA? ND PROBLEM
Now it's easier han ever to book your students
in “The Phantom's’ Travel Packages to Toronto.
One call to your Designated Tour Operator and
t\'m'dmuuukmmolAII)'mnrcdmdoh
choose the package best sulted for your students

Cali ‘The Phantom's’ Travel Package Hotline:

(3137963-6787

WE MATCH
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Pricas shown cre Scla Pricas
Identico! Cosatte Titlea Also On Sols.
Sala Ench September 19, 1995

i £
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