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‘First-week review

- in 1991,
* " While far from belng on a par with the Boys

" 1s eclipsed by the fact Harrisan has still won state )

| cheek but nonesheleas historically correct reply.

. Sllver lining In loss

4 more telented every yoar. Despits thair second-to-

-“czme up to make scma

for football teams

Now that we've put the foot back In (ootball and
had kickofl for a new high school season, here are
some thoughts on {.lho first week of gumes:

0 is H

: tngh

F n
Brother Rice (§'m told the nes malling address is
Bloomfield Hills, but I just can't get used to that)
clashed Saturday at the Silverdome.

Because of the history and strength of the two
programs, this was a rivalry the first timo they mot

Bowl, it has become somevshat of a classlc, ot least
to my thinking, and this year's game wan tha beat
of the four.

Rice's 16-14 victory represents the closest scors,
and [t was the most mmpclﬁlh:v'gnmo yet.

BYNEAL ZIPSER
BTAYY WRITER

The boys cross country toams in
Farmington will featuro somo new
faces minco some longtime standouta
have graduated,

Gone are such familiar nomes 23
North Farmington’s Tom Stambouli-
an, Harrison's Todd Haney end
Farmington's Tom May.

The loss of talent hasn't loft North
or Harrison scrambling for roplaco-
ments, however; but the Fajcons
might be more affected by the Toss of

May. .

Leading the city pack onco ngain
could be the Ralders, who retur sen-
for Brian Raldl, ono of tho beat
runners in the Western Lakes Activi-
ties Association the st two years.

North Farmington

North Farmington was ono of the
WLAA's strong teams lust seasom,
ending 8-1 in dual meeta, third at the
conferenco meot and second ot the re-

Some fixtures In Farmington boys cross country
during the mid-1980s have graduated from the
high school scene, but one of Oakland County’s
best Is back for his sentor year — Brian Rajdl of
North Farmington.

anal,

Even though tha Raiders Jost load-
ing runner Stamboulion, as woll aa
Niraj Nefk and Adeel Ahmad, coach
Paul Welch llkea what he has coming

back,

Rajd! returns a» o strong No. 1
runner and should bo ona of tho lead-
ing runners in the leaguo and region.
He also hopos to quallfy for the state
meet.

*“Ho has high hopes for this acason
and hoo the talent,” Welch sald. “He
olso realizes he is tha team loader and
knows what ho has to do In that role,”

Senior Brian Kristall aleo retumns

with experience, as does junior Steve:

Chen, who finished strong last nca-
sor. Sophomore John Berman ro-
tums to sctlon ofter altting out last
season with a stresa fracture.

= Tho battlo is for the fith spot on
the squad. In tho hunt are scniors
Andrew Tomasin, Jeremy Crane and
Ben Rcedmond, sophomore Andy
Crane and freshman Andy Karl,

“We have o fairly good team that
should be competitive,” Welch sald.
“Wa lost Tom, who wao a major front
runner, but have n stronger second,
third and fourth runner.

“The key will be if wo got o Aifth
runner. if wo don't, wa won't do as
woll s Jast scason. But if one of our
runners steps up, wo should do as
well If not better.”

Farmington Harriscn

The surprise team in the ares
might b the Hawka, who finlshed 6-1
In dual meots and were seventh in the
Oakland County meet.

Coach John Reed has a 17-men
team, led by soven returning runnors.

Unfortunately for Reed, fiva of his
top seven runners from last season
gendunted — Justin and  Chad
Koonce, Todd Haney, Mike Bin and
Adam Noc.

Harrison will be lod by senlors
Scott Oawsld and Matt Haans and
junior Ryan Moloney, who waa
named team captain.

“Scott was in tha league's top 20
runncrs Jast season, and I expect him
to be ono of the top runnera in the
aren — perhaps in the top 10 in the
league,” Reed said. “And Matt has
improvod; ho's stronger and faster.

Raiders boast top runner in Rajdl

Brian Rajd} -
N. Farmington sonior

“But Ryan is by far the most im- ‘

proved runner on the team and
should run eloss with Scott. Hls work
cthic [s terrific, and that's what mad

him become captaln.” -

Sco PREVIEW, 4C

If a few things hapr
could have won, and the outcome was in doubt
untl! tate In the fourth quarter.

That's a bit ironic since thia scemed to bo the
least heralded (at least to etart a season) of the
Harrisan teams that have played Rice.

But there's a larger Irony In this series that In-
trigues me.

Rice hea domlinated by winning for the third
straight year and owna a 3-1 lead. But that succosa

championsbips the last two years. Both are Class
A schools.

I was asked ealier this year about the Hawks
having to play Rice egain. The Intimation was the
Hawks wers in trouble, again, -

Hlstory fuvors Hawks
1 you lmr:i at the record, I eald, 1t's & can’t-lose
ituation for H. ding & tongue-l

1t's highly coincidental that overy time Harrlson
has played Rlce it has not lost another game that
year and eventually won a state title,

The Hawks beat Rico 32.0 in *91, went 13-0 and

P { the Claas BB champlonshl;

16 the 93 regul finale, the i
smoked Harrison 35-0, but the Hawka won their
next four in the playofls and claimed the Y
crown.

Harrison opened with a 28-21 loss to Rico in 04
but wznt unbeaten in its next 12 games and ro-
peated as state champs.

That bit of history was not lost on Warriors
coach Al Pracasss after the game Saturday.

“]t's an honor to best Farmington Harrizon,” he
said, “They’re a great champion, and we humble
ournelves while beating them.”

Fracsssa was remindod Rico has had that honor
three straight yeass now,

“But they go Lo tha {stato) champlouship gamo,
and we don't,” he said. “If thinga go right this
year, hopefully, this will pick our kids up, and
wa'll practice better in the next fow wecks."

A playoff remntch was anticipated the last two
years, but Rice wes upset in the first round exch

time.

Again, I think it's reasonabls to think It could
heppen this year, though it’s too early to discuss
setiously,

South Lyon and Detroit Chadsey e cager to
play Harrison egain, and tesma 1ike Berkley and
Royal Osk Kimball lis abead for Rlce. )

Ta that end, however, Harrison can take heart
1p having played so well against the Wasriors, and
1 think this bodes well for the Hawka this year,

On avorage, the Warriors are biggor, atronger,

“Tions tournsment record, the Hawks foel like
they're David taking on Gollath, and it looksd thet
way the fast two timen.

Rice pushed Harrison arund and handled
them on the line In 83 and D4, but that didn't
happen this yoar.

Tho Hawks, who are bigger but young ug front,
opened sotne nice holes for tallback Jason Grnoger .
and stopped 8 potent rushing attack unti} ate in

the gama.
A guy with s blg ob up front was Harr{son san-

maneuver Redford Unign

‘Taking charge on the court

nio s Lauren Wright in a non-league
3 : the 69-31 win for thulﬂau‘)ks. See story on Page 2C.
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School ADs revisit league merger issue |

1t must bo the business climate
of the 1290s.

In this em of mogs-mergers,
Disney buys out Capltal Citles,
Chase Manhattan end Chemlcal
banks joln forces, und could Time
%Y Warner's bld for Tumor Broad-

casting bo far behind? .
A Asfast 58 you can say Kirk Ker-

B keslan, even our litile old Western
Lakes Activition Assoclation is

fcr Marzal Hightower. The 6-foot-8, 180 nd
Iaft guand bed to block Rice's 8-4, 248 tack-
Je Rocoo Foggio. . - .

Overal), 1 thought be did wall end played it
swmart, using his body to sereen his opy 1n-
stead trying to go one-on-ona.

And we all know Granger fo en outstending
back, but 1 was Im; wiihy his plsy on de>
foniaw, too, and think of him o & more complets
B o new position this year, golng from deep

J & DOW jon this yser, going
halfbsck to cornarback pear the lins of scrimmage.
/‘wad)ba'-onlyb-smdlﬁ&pwndp.ﬂunm
tacklas, taks the legs frow
undar 8 recetver 0d get [n tha way of o sweop long
enough foe balp to arrive, . .

Cosch Joha i ld in the
Juson fo't afrald ot that poaltion; he'll coma up .
wodBit Tballevolts - - 0 i

ze,

"~ - Printipals from the 12-school
" WLAA 'will mest Monday for tholr monthly meet-
ing. The talk will [ recort to o -Tevernged

burwt .
t seoms the Kansington Vailey Conference ath-
Jetlc dirsctons and the ADs from the WLAA bad
more then » thres-maitind Junch when-they mvd
last Juns. . g . L .
" Somathing strong must bave besn mixed In thoss
drinks bocause the megs-marger talis botwoens the
KVC and WLAA, consideredd deed. ui this Unie o
- yons ago, sppoar to bealiveand woll, . -

Watson, superintendent of the Livonia Publle
Bchools, I presume,

Lone holdout

Watsou, and rightfully so, has reservations about
tha wo-called BIg Vslloy, # 19-uchool conglomera-
tion which would stretch from Wostland John
Qlean to Howell.

Transportation coalo appeared to be tho biggeat
concarn. Sefsty for spectators, especially high
school-age students driving late et night In the

. desd of winter, on the fcy back roads of Milford,
waea another concorn. .

Andhow many parents want to creep along 1-60
during rush hou to make a 6:30 p. JV basketball
start
Wataon stood hla ground, but It didn't sit well

with the KVC. 1t didn’t evon sit well with one
school In bis own league (you've heard of North.

viile). . . . .
1t appoars the ADs from WLAA pulled a Borls
Yeltsin, kisalng and making up with KVC guys.

Phratss cuch as- "hurying: the hatchet” and

. "&:‘:hlu things up” have been tonsed around like
» . .

o< tigh

¢ &w.alllu gus thelz own principals for the
ot N ;

. aslis of nank
%

 cctiaduil S :
m_mﬂu‘gluwh_ﬂplioﬁhpm :

the WLAA ADs drafted a Joint letter proposing
that the merger talks resumo. .
We all know thet the major reason that fuels
these mega-league mergers s convenlence for
scheduling. Anyway, who carcs about what the stu-

donts and fans think? Wo ell want it to bo a better

educational experience, right?

The other driving forcs is aligning schools by
petformance lavel. The athlatic programs that excel
would al) get together, the mediocro ones fall into
snother category, while the third division ls for the
Class A undarachlevers,

Aihoush Fermi bas the

Hilla
beat performance racord In football during the past
20 ysary, Ita enrollment ranks the Jowost under &
KVC-WLAA consortium. That means Northville
could duck out of Harrison’s division and play
lomtboﬂ olso, perhaps ageinst teams with one
and tied bohind thalr back. .

Excluslon problem

My advice ta the WLAA principals on Monday ls
H.uh for the big yellow sign — procecd with cau.
on, . e
"ﬂu “gzctusion factor” s the biggest concorny’ -

Goa EXIGHE, 40




