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Summer school program gets
good reviews from all involved

BYLARRY O'ConNon
BTATY WRITER

If enthusiasm wers measured in
water, Farmington Public Schools
might have to invest in sundbags
after tho first year of its summer
learning program.

Teachers and parents are gush-
ing ovor the success of tha dis-
trict’s Summer Extendlng Learn-
ing Program, which debuted [n
June. Some 142 -Jlu.denu entering

book every night and read.”

Parents hod to agree to work
with thelr child on reading and
writing ot home. They were re-
quired to attend ell parent mect-
tngs and agreed thelr child would
ottend all 20 deys,

At meetings with parents,
teachers auggeated ways they
could encourags thelr kids to read
more ot home. Idess Included
having them plan trips using

grades 2-4
20 day program at Gill Elementa-

Reading and writing improyed
in il grado levels, achool officials
reported. Studenta mclected for
the summor program were having
difficulty in language arts.

By intorvening early, school of-
fictals belfeva short-term instruc-
tion can reduce the need for fu-
ture remedlation.

“It's a wonderful program,”
satd Gaylo Zimmerer, principal at
Alameda Early Childhood Center,

Parents thought 50, too.

Karen Dickey's son, Michae), 7,
was struggling in reading ond
writing. He's accelerated up threo
reading levels while his lotter for-
matlons and spelllng huve also
improved.

“An for as reading, he's im-
proved dramatically,” Karen Dlec-
key said, “He'd bring home o

travel | or order mesls
reading from menus,

“I think (pnmnu) showed an
attitude change," sald Peg Kulas,
a teacher ot Wood Creek and a
SELP eataff consultant. “They see
how they can bo involved with o
child.”

Students wers taught 2%4 hours
in the momning. During the nfter-
noon, teachers took part in staff
dcvclopmcnt tralning.

Toples included teaching to
multiple intelligences, recogniz-
ing gender binn, and finding ways
to get kids to resd.

‘What they learned in the after-
noan, teachers could apply it in
the classroom the next moming,
Kulas sald.

Fourth-graders were a primary
focus. Hall the enrollment was
made up of those entering grade
four.

in that

group, information

reading scores jumped from an
aversge of 68.8 purcent correct ot
the start to 78.9 porcent, Writing
and epalling also improved.

All students were tested ot the
beginning and end of the program.

A better gauge will come when
they take the Michigan Educa.
tional Asscssruent Program teat
this year, P‘aurlh graders are test-
ed [n reading, ! arts end
math.
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Sccond- and third-gradera each
made up one-fourth of enroll
ment. Gains wore also scen In
reading and writing.
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What numbera couldn't roveal, g

though, were changes in how kids
view education, said ono teacher.

“By reading thelr commcnu,
thoy were more pasltive,” said
Lisa Kelly, n firat-grade teacher at
Wood Creck Elementary. “One
child said, ‘You don’t have to read
Just for {school) work; you can
read for fun.’

“That’s a pretty powor(ul state-
ment for s fourth-grader.”
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