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At Home P8

A walkway of caladiums

I never know when

stary will come up. We
were driving down a
atreet in Birminighem
recently and a planting
on either side of a side-
walk caught my eye. 1
said, “What an idea —
how beautiful!” A day
or so latzy I went to the
house and talked to
the owner, Barry Har-
rison, n local interior desigaer, about
the wonderful, colorful display af cala-
diuma marching up to the front porch,
which, by the way, beld containers of
lush geraniums and other plants.

Harrison graciously agreed to tell mo
his secreta. The reason he choss caladi-
uras for this area of the garden waa that
there is no sun. What a delightfu)
choice. The colors of white, shades of
greens, creams and maroons on the
veined and marbled foliage were strik-
ing.

Harrison waited until the bulbs were
on sale (the first of July in many stores)
and bought 300 mized varictics. He
soaked the bulbs in homogenized milk
for five doys in the garage. This allowed
the milk to ferment and “do {ts thing™
with the bulbs. Then he planted them
two inches deep, he 2aid, “in the typical
Birxingham soil — mostly clay,” along
ths walk. The bulbs begin to come up in
about 10 dayw. I visited the first part of
August and some of the plants were
atill emerging. Gthers wero in bloom.
Near the sldewalk, Elephant's Ear
bulba were planted to add height end &
solid green tone. The leaves of this
plant get quito largy and added an in-
teresting note. In a house the leaves of
thix bulb can grow thres to five feet

The leaves on the calsdiums were ex-
ptionaily large, Perhap the reanon is
that Harrson fertilized them with
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Stern's Miracle-Gro with a much more
concentrated solution than is recom.
mended. Ho mixed cight teaspoona of
Miracle-Gro to a gallon of wato and fed
the planta “every seven to 10 days.” He
does NOT rccommend this for any
other plants. The strong solution would
ordinarily kill them.

He will use tho colorful leaves of the
caladiums In indoor flaral arrange-
ments. He seals the ends of tho stems
with melted glue so that their beauty
can be enjoyed for many'days.

These plants will continua to be
beautiful untll frost cuts them down.
Then Harrison will dig them and storo
them in a mesh bag ot nylon hoso ina
cool place until tims to replant them for
a repeat performance.

“I may brald the foliage end hang
them to store them for tho winter,” ho

d.

Thesc lovely plants could follow a
spring show of tulips or other opring
bulbs that bloom before the shado tokes
over. 1 guarantee the walk to the front
door will bo slower whilo visitors admire
the colors and forms of calediums if you
uso this idea along your entrance path.

Caladiums and Elephant’s Ear be-
long to the Amcess {Arum Pamily) of
largo-leafed herbs. They are native to
the tropical Americas and are often
used as bedding plants, whero they can
be set aut after the danger from frost is

over.

This visit with Harrison was an cye-
opener to me and an {invitation to you to
let mo know if you have an extraordi-
nary planting, or know of a nelghbor
who doea. Write to me at The Eccentric,
£05 E. Maple, Bimningham 48009, and
tell me about s treasures or your
discaverics. 1f wo can’t visit to see them
before winter arrives, there Is always
next season,

Share a row

Share a Row for the Hungry, spon-
sored by tho Garden Writers Assocla-
tion of America, i stil) going steong. |
wrote about this in May and want to
remind you that extra produc can be
given to, In Ookland County: Food
Bank of Oakland Cecanty, (810} 332
1373; The Lighthouse, Pontisc, (810}
a35.2452; Neighborhood Houss,
chestor, (810) 651-5836; #ad in Wayna
County: Hunger Action Coalltion, (313)
963-7788. For other locations, call Sec-
ond Harvest, In Chicago, {312) 263

TIMELY GARDEN TIPS

@ Por best selection, buy bulbs now,
m-zmmummmmunm ready
to plant.
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B Watch mum folisge; If it looks wilted,
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Cotosslal caladlums: Caladiums line the sidewalk of Barry Harri-

son's home.

B Put cole crops plants in the garden
for 1ate {all and winter harvest,

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You can
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leave her a messoge by disling (313}
953.2047 on a touch-tone phone, then
her mailbox number, 1859. Her fax num-
ber is (810) 644-1314.

tia (Magnotia x “Elizabeth”). The neat
growth hLabll

Gardener's Sala fund-ralser, 10 am. to
4 p.o. Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 16-17, 8t
the gerdens.

scapo gem.
this yesr’s salo will bo tho Big Bluestem
(Andropogon gerardil). This colorful,
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