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~ LET'S REMODEL

Be realistic about
addition project

Q: Wo aro considering adding a Ve

room to our home. How long will it —~

tnke to do tho sdditfon and how T
much chnos should I expect during : N .
tho project? I was told that there are : \\.\.

asumerous peoplo coming In angd out
during the project. .

A: No one can prepare you for all of
the unforeseen incidents that may tran-
spire but it is important that you set
realistic expectations for the project.
You may want to nak the contractor far
names of clienta that have had addi-
tions done so that you have o better
Idea of what to cxpect. Bo suro to dis-
cuss your concerna thoroughly about
the project with your contractor includ.
ing eccurity isaucs and how to handle
the traffic in and out of your hotne.

M Establish a realistic timetable with
your contractor, Trying to have an addi-
tion dons in time for Thanksgiving may
only cause everyone involved a great
deal of gricf. Factors that predicato the
length of time include weather, supply

MICHIGAN REMODELING
ASSOCIATION

days. Once inspections pass, it will beo
time to insulate. Figure ono day to insu-
lato and one day to inspect. Somo cities
require an insulation inspection before g
allowing drywall to ba installed. The

drywall is next and will taks one toone- [
and-ona-half wecks depending how the [
humidity aifects the drying of the mud. B
Once the mud hns dricd, it must be §
sanded smooth. This step along with
tho break through will he the largest E

a standard room eddition (200
; - oo et meas of the construction stage.

feet) you con expect roughly six weeks
gom the time the ccment cantractor be-
ns,

O Esteblish a communieation center for
queations that arize. Keep one maln
spokesperson for the famlly, if possible.

M There will be pleaty of dirt to deal
with. Try to keep a posltive attitude. -
Your contractor will have suggestions
an how to keep it to a minimum.

After the drywall is complete, tha fin-
fah mechanicala aro put kn place, This |
usually takes 2-3 days. The finlsh car- b
pentry (door instellation, tim, ete) fol- f
lows taking a day or two, Tho debris is
cleancd up nfter this stage and most J
homeawners will do thelr own painting '
staining, and floor covering. ¥

One of tho moet fmportant factors [s
the cholce of contractar far the job. A
more experienced contractar will schod- k
ule the job tightly, supervisa it properly §
and will do what they can to make it &
good experience for the homeowner.

B Try to keep interruptions to a minl-
mum with work crews. It can slow down
production timo end your concerns are
best voiced with your contrector or su-

pervisor. Toke 8 deep bmzll; gnd keep b{our ;;cr
poctive, Remodeling can nolsy
Thero will be many types of thme ing end disruptive to the

tractors for the job. Following is £n out-
{ine of what you might expect In the
scheduling of the job but remember the
production scheduls can be altered sig.
nificantly if scmcthing goea wrong. The
cement contractos will take a day to dig
the footing followed by a city inspector
checking It on the following day.

After {nspection, they will pour the
concrote and wait a day to sot the block
work. The block work should set up 34
days befors beginning the framing. Af-
ter the block eets up, the carpenter crow
will take 2-3 days to frame it along with
one day to install tho aiding. After the
carponter i3 finishod, plan on 2-3 days

1 homs envi t, Keep your
senss of bumor and stay focused on the
end resull instesd of just the process.

Mat Vivona, Jr., Fother & Son Con-
struction Co., Troy, 810-585-5500.

If you hava home improvement ques-
tions, call Gayle Walters at the Michl
gan Remodeling Association (MRA} at
810-338-3232 or, oend questions (o
“Iot's Romodel,” 2187 Orchard Leke
Road, Suite 103, Sylvan Leke, Ml
48320, Anawers aro provided by mem-
bers of the MRA, the local chapter of
the Natlonal Associatlon of the Remod-

eling Industry (NARI). Members
for the mechanicals (heating, plumbin many-
and electrical). & plumblng,  clude 9"‘"{‘3."““. cestanciory

rep-
resunting all faoots of residentlal and
light commetcial remodelng. For mort
Informatlcn of, ' free copy of our mem-
Horslp eimtar, chll g10:335-3232.

Once the mechanicals are roughed in,
ent city inspectors which can’fake 3-4




