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BACKYARD NATURE

Grasses are distinctive

ST As 1 drive down the
country roads these
days, 1 pass many
ficlds of grass. These
fielda aro all just one
kind of grass. You've
all seen Lthem, thoy're
ficlda of corn. Yes comn
is o grass, But while
Tim You are out in the
Nowickt country take nate of
somo ller patch

of grass,

Along the ditches next to the roadside
are often somo very distinctive grasacs.
In the low area whero water collects
there will bo green planta, but these are
more likely to be scdges or rushes. Thoy
tend to like wet arcay, But just up from
the wet soll in dryer conditions grassea
will stant to grow.

In the backlite conditiona of my carly
meming drive to work, I particularily
like the sguirrel’s tail that grows in
dense groups along the ditch. Tho moat
noticeable part is the head arca which
points in the samo direction on all tho
planta. By polnting In the same direc-
tion they form a thick cloud of fino fi-
bers. They do rescmble Quily squirrel’s
tails arching in the same directions at
about the height of a squirrel sitting on
the ground.

In contrast to the 12-inch high aquir-
rels tall in the reed grosa Phragmites, It
too has a head that arches to ono sido,
but it is more feathery and it stands
about 8-10 feet tall. Phragmites grows
in the Jaw areas along tho cxpressways,

In colonial times and in other parta of
the cantinent, peoplo collected tha long
stems of Phragmites ond thatched the
roofn of their homes with it. Thin reed
was also uszed to make ink pens. Inside
tho hollow stem are fine tubes that
transport water up to the top. If you
take a dried, dead statk and cut it off
like o quill pen point and dip it into
ink, tho small tubes will draw up ink
and it ean be used as a pen,

Though aquirrel's tall and Phrag-
mites are Interesting to ece, I saw the
most beautiful grass of the season whilo
visiting friends in northern Michigan,
Northern Michigan's sandy soils are
petfect for the purple love grass to grow,
Large patches of purplo covered entire
ficlda, Not enly did it lock beautiful,
but it felt wonderful. Ench of the deli-
cate branches just barely touched my
skin, They feel like falry fingers deftly
tickling you ra you walk.

Late summer is tho timo for many
o E ticeable, Take tho
timo to sco and feel somo of thess fall
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Let Us Help You With
Your Building Or
Remodeling Plans
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(0 )pip Up A New Kitchen

It's easy with a little help from HomeCrest. Start with
buying and style of HomeCrest cablnetry, and we'll give you a
Kitchen Ald multi-function stand mixer for FREE! Choose from
* HomeCrest's wide selaection of styles
T4 featuring quality solid wood doars in todays
) most popular wood finishes — plus white
and laminates.

"Lnmum purchase reguired of 10 Kachen or ba: cabwats.
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Offer ends October 31, 1895
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Kitchen Top Shop

Auburn Kitchen & Bath
31150 W.8 Mile Rd. 2042 Auburn Rd. -At Crooks Rd. | !
FARMINGTON ROCHESTER HILLS l
~ (810) 477-1515 (810) 853 - 2773
Futura Custom Kitchens New Concepts
5700 E. Eight Mlle Rd. Kitchen & Bath
DETROIT 32900 Manor Park
{313) 369-15611 GARDEN CITY
(313) 522-8377

N.A. MANS Building Centers

413800 Ford Rd. 36500 Siblay 2836 W. Jefferson '
CANTON New Boston TRENTON
{313) 981 - 5800 (313) 941-3131 (313) 692-7777
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