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The clouds bockon, and here
you stand — foet planted firmly
on the ground — with neither a
plans ticket nor pilot’s license
anywhere to be found.

It Is tho romance and the me-
chanies of flying that draw many
poaple to planes, frustrated that It
{s cost prohibltive to go buy a

lane.

Orisit?

Brent Martin satisfies his love
of planea while standing on the
ground at the controls of & modal,
radio-controlled alrcraft.

TI'm a fnistrated pllot at
Boart,” eald Martin, former mana-
ger of Ridsr’s Hobby Shop In
Canton and prosident of tho Fly-
ing Pilgrims, & radlo-controtled-
plana club.
< Radlo-control flying is a soar-
Ing bobby, with cluba and com-
petitions springing up all acroas
-~tho state: The Flying Pilgrims,

based in Canton, alons have 230
members, and thers are about two
dozen othar clubs In the metro
Detroit area. Martin sald hls
group has doublod its member-
ship in the past 18 months.

“It's mostly a mele-dominated
hobby,” Martin sald. “But you
a¢o a lot of famllies who come to-
gether "w fly and watch the

planes.’

Martin bad to do some convirc.
ing when he was 15 years old to
get his dad to help him get started
with tho hobby.

Archle Adamisln, s two-timo
natlonal flying champlon from
‘Taylor, haa radio-control fying in
his blood, His grandfather and fa-
ther both enjoy radio-controlled
planes, and his father is well.
known In flylng circles for dealgn.
ing a specia) typo of engine.

“J started Oylng simple tubber-
band planes when I was juat 2,
and I just gradually worked my
way up,” Ademisin eald.

Hls hobby has kind of gona full
circlo. After years of competing in
gorobatlc competition and a re-
cent fling with daring pylon races
— in which four planes traveling
st nearly 200 mph rece arcund a
thres.pylon course — Adamisinls
enjoying & retum to tho more re-
laxed flying of rubber-band
planes and kites,

“I still Ny tho planes, but it's
kind of nice to just watch a kits
soar and study the concept of

Ing kitos together or apending a
couple of dellara on simplo rub-
ber-band planes, which are avall.
abla in most hobby atores,

Hoover sald modo) rockots also
spark an intarest in flight and
keep tho Intorest of emall children
becauxe thoy can sco the results
right away,

“There's kind of !mmodiate
gratification whon you launch a
rockot, although you've put some
llnlllu into bullding it,” be sald. "A

flight,” hoe sald. Adamisin also do-
signa radlo-control planea. '

John Hoover of Keego Harbor
learned to fly from his dad when
ho wos about 12 years old.

“It was great. No matter what
clse was going on, flying was al-
waya the one thing we could ngree
on, no matter what,” he said. It
was something wo did togetbor.”

Now Hoover ia teaching hin two
sons to fly.

A momber of the Pontiac Flying
Club on Scott Lake Road, Hoover
Imld lIw atill sees o lot of deds

Vacation. Tuition. Consolidation, Whatever you want to
do, we've got the rate todo it with. Our Ist Nationwide Bank
cquity line of credit converts your home equity into ready
cash, with a rate 10 low, you can even save money by paying
off your loans and credit cards with higher rates. Approval
sually tabes only days. And ;our interest is lax deductible’
If you have kttle or no home equity, ask: abotst our no equity—

equity line of credit. Just give us & call at 1-800-843-2265.

fly elr

sons 80 they can have a hobby to-
gether.

At a really young age, parents

might atart developlng an intorest

for flying in their children by fly-

1 plane takes » long
tima to build and you're not going
to go right out and fly it: there's
bit of a learning curve.” -

John Wojtowics, o retiree, is
qulck to point out that flying s
not'just n kids' hobby either,
‘When ho was 5 yoars old, he used
to steal balsa wood from his
hrother to build planes with, but
it was much later In lifo that he
became interested In flying radlo-
control planes and helicopters,

“It’a a great hobby for tinkerers,
poople who need to know how
things work,” he sald.

Starting out requires a bit of an
investmont, but as your interest
grown, portions of the Initinl
package can still bo used on more
advanced sircraft, according to
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' 4.000-THE BANK

Landing: It’s unusual to see a young lady radio-control airplane pilot,
at home as she executes a perfect landing.

Mertin.

To stert out with a radio-con-
trol glider — requiring a hand or
rubber-band launch ~— it will cost
at least $200.

Tho minimum to start with a
motorized radio-control plane Is

$300.

“If you spend much fess than
that, you're not golng to got much
out of it,” Mart!(n paid.

The alrplans combes in a kit and
requires assembly. Martin said
you den't have to ba a rocket sci-
entist to put it together, but it
docs take samo tims, patience and
even occasional guldance from the
hobhy shop. It will take about 40
hours tobulld,

For thoss not Interested in the
conatruction phase, there are
ARFs — Almost Ready to Fly kits
— which requiru minimal assem-
bly, about 12 hours.

In addition to the plane kit, a
radio set and motor are needed.
The radlo set will work in 95 per-
cent of the aircraft avallable, so
the same one will work In other
planes you might buy Iater. The
motor, a simple two-atroke “woed
whacker" engine, can also be
moved from one plane to another,

The planca require oither a gas-

irplane buffs get their thrills with radio control

olfno-oll mix or an alcohal-based
fucl to fly.

Once your plane {s bullt, Mar-
tin and others involved In flying
say membership In a club is a
must, It will cost sbout $50 to
Join, but will give you o place to
ly, help in getting ctarted, ond
pome }ability insurance should
anything go wrong.

“You really need to join o
club," Martin said. “It's almost
impossibla to teach yourself, snd
clubs offer froe lessons.”

Fllors remind thoss who are
now to the sport that conslderable
damagoe can be done when you
have s $0-pound plane going
nearly 300 mph. Either someone
on the ground, or your $300 in.
vestment, could be mincempat in
no time.

Martin sald moat clubs will In-
spect your plane to make sure it
was bullt préperly and they might
even send you home to moke
soms repairs or adjustments be.
foro you'ro allowed to fly. The
Pontiac Club oven bhas a be-
ginner's night ot 6 pm, Thurs-
doys, Hoover nald.

Next comes ground school, in
which you fearn the basic safety
rules and guldelines.
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