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¢'ve been reading the headlines for
w weeks now, Disney buys Cap Cities-
Warner, which last year bought
Advance-Newhouse Broadcasting, wants to
merge with Turner Broadcasting.
Let's not forget the phone companies —

jump into cable and snap up anything else
communications-related that doesn't happen
to be bolted down.
The sumnier of media mergers on Wall
* Street hag big implications for Main Street.

_particularly in the telecommunications and
cable television industries, requires con-
;..sumers to be ever more vigilant.
Decisions about what cable channels your

hundreds ar even thousands of miles away
from local communities — in board rooms
where local issues are likely to receive short
shrift when compared to the bottom line.

Take cable, for example. MetroVision —
which had provided service in Livenia, Red-
ford and Farmington Hills through 1994 — is
now part of Time-Warmer Entertainment,
headquartered in New York.

Yes, MetroVision's local stafT is still on
hand to administer seevice. But they answer

ABC; Westinghouse buys CBS; Time-

Ameritech, Bell Atlantic, et al. — who want to

The changing landscape in corporate America,

system carries and what kind of phone service
you get, at what rate, will ultimately be made

to a different executive suite. In Time-Wamner,

So many mergers
They impact local consumers

they are allied with a multimedin conglomer-
ate that carries a heavy amount of debt.

Ameritech, formerly Mlthlgnn Bell, keeps a
strong regional presence in Southcaslcm
Michi But the p
in Chicago, not cxactly a iocnl call if you want
to talk to somebody in the front office.

Which is why focal cable commissions and
the state Public Service Commission, which
regulates phone companies, will take on in-
creasingly important roles in the communica-
tions revelution. They provide residents the
best opportunity to voice their concerns about
local service. They are non-partisan and have
more clout, by nature of their collective power,
than individuals.

But how many people know who their local
cable commissioners are, or when tho group
mects? And when was the Inst time anyone
called the Public Service Commission (1-800-
292.9555) or attended a hearing on phone
rates?

Peaple need to abandon the notion that ca-
ble television is strictly emcrtummcnt or
that the teleph is merely a
Phone lines, remember, are the data trans-
port system on the information superhigh-
way.

Information is power. It would be smart for
consumers to recall this as the free-enterprise
feeding frenzy nmong communication compa-
nies picks up speed.

tered

ecoming involved in the democratic

goal. By participating, however, people make
our system of Jocal, state and federal govern-
ment better.

1t's at the local Jevel that the impact of one
voice keeps politicians on notice that people
can get things started and force change, even
at times when their eause seems lost.

Often groups form in opposition to a project,
with the degire to totally stop it. They put to-
gether a grass-roots organization to accom-
plish that goal.

Group members attend public meetings,
_.speak out, and at times file lawsuits. Howev-
er, many times these groups run into what

— Yic. It’s not a pure democracy.
rights of individuals are maintained.

cept is played out on an almost daily basis.
There's that often-heard phrase: “Can't we

TTisoressesn

process isn't always a satisfying experi-
ence. You don't always accomplish your

Those lost causes aren't always totally lost.

our government really is about, being a repub-
That means the

At public meetings in the suburbs, that con-

People make democracy work

The recall try only added bile to an already
bitter brew.

However, the residents were right to raise
the issue. In raiging the raucous, they accom-
plished several things:

B They participated in the process, There's a
renewed interest in local politics thanks to
Timbercrest.

8 They focused the media spotlight on devel-
gpment problems faced by 60 many suburbon-
ites, who feel deserted by their Jocal
government in the face of deep-pocket devel-
opers.

@ They reminded the council that government
serves the people, not the other way around.
8 They showed government that some people
will stand and fight for what they think is
right — and not give up and just move to the
outer limits of suburbia.

Another ple took place in Pl th
Township, where residents have been fiercely
opposcd to the building of a new Temple Bap-

THE GOVERNOR'S
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SHURICOING
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Headed home
he Aug. 31 article Dinne Gale wrote
about the upcoming Farmington-Farm-
ington Hills Heritage Home tour was fun
to read. I'd like to add a few detaila.

This is the year to eco eight of the antique
homes of Farmington-Farmington Hills Sept.
16-17 from 1-56 p.m.

Our historical commissions and the Histori-
cal Society have been getting ready for this
event all year, The Home Tours only happen
once every three years.

Gracious homeowners of interesting his.
toric homes are ready to receive visitors.

The proceeds will be used for historical
preservation projects.

Tickets are $10 in advonce or $12 the days
of the tour,

On tour days, tickets will enly be availablo
at the Farmi Historical M on

the “whole language” children aro not more
creative than their killed counterparts.

If most parenta are happy to send their
children to achool for reasons ather than ac-
quiring academic skills in the best possible
manner, that's their cheice, But don't expect
me to make the apme decision for my child.

Mr. Mokris can continue to accept these
repackeged ‘innavations” for his children,

However, taxpaycrs must be told that the
actual classroom research does not validato
the expensive methods currently used in most
of our public schools. Educatora have been
making reforms based on the same unproven
hypathesea for generations. The uninformed
public was duped in 1868, the 1920s, tho
18408, the 1970s and once again, now.

The rescarch is available to anyone who .
wishes to take tho time to find out which

hodology actunlly works best. I took the

Grand River.
It's a fun activity and also educational.
Ruth Mochiman, tour chairman

Take a lsok

r. Mokris' assumption (Points of Vicw,

Sept. 7) that education reforms such

as inventive spelling aro recent and
“progressive” is understandable. Yet, he might
be dlsmnyed to learn that the “innovations™ ho

tist Church on a 54-acro piece of prop

‘The church would have wumhxp space I'ur
more than 2,000 members, a recreation build-
ing nnd an entertainment building, along with

vote on this and stop it?”
. Mostly, the answer is yes and no. Yes, a
¢ public referendum can be cond d, but no,

! the project often can't be stopped. The reason
is that the person or group putting together
the project bas rights too,

The initinl pl’ajm was m)ccted by the Ply-
p Pl

of were tried and aban-
dnncd ow.-r 127 years ago.
whalo |

11, N

ing, ma-

p sclf-es-

teem, no letter grades on report cards,

tcar.hen not correcting spelling or grammar
kes, ctc., ean bo found in an education

P child-di

mouth T The

ine, Tho National Normal, published in

chureh then filed suit ngrun.st the hip

In Farmington Hills, & group of h

proved ad .

! and

" ers bcmme enraged when the Cxty Council np~
called Ti

laiming its right to frecdom of religion was
d by the deci The hip has
since offcn:d a compromiso plan, but the low-

. ject that would replace a wooded area near
s their homes.

The issue developed a bad case of the
'uglieu' when the residents decided to try to
recall six of the seven Hills council members
who supported the project.

cerns just weren't spread widely enough
throughout the eommunlty. and lbey wuldn'
on

pro-

The recall effort fell flat, of course. The con-

suit i
ool 4 1

aro still op and
why they can't vote to stop the project.

Democracy, the way we practico it, {sn’t al-
ways a pretty sight. But {t's n systemn that
scrves us well. It's peoplo standing up in pub-
lic and voicing their conzerns.

Thcy don't always win, but even when they
Jose, we're all winners because t}wy have cho-

get nearly enough sign

sen to parti

vosieame | 1t | Lo oL e
.l England soon. much.’

| Guastion atiho | Fm s nanmy.- Hatin Franke with them
‘| Branch of the Smith Northville befors they go
: F:"n“; m‘;mf’ Northvitie ba:la to school,’
. aty Plichal
t| Community with Gregory)
i Utrary. Farmington

October 1868, Current education reforms are

not only not new, they have been discredited

each time education “experts” rediscover tham,
‘The most effective public and private schools

havo tha characteristica of tho traditional mod-

ol not tho wmtnu:dvxst one. Regnrdlcu of 8o~

crcthnich
methodology of the traditionni bchool nutpcr-

time. I will bo kappy to share the rescarch
with ony interested resident just ua I have
furnished the same to our board of education,

If you believe your child is copable of mect-
ing the samo standards as children in Ger-
many, Taiwan and Russia, you, too, will
question what is hoppening in our schools. As
far aa the education establishment is con-
cerned, your ignarance is their blisa.

Patti Alspach, Farmington Hille

Gotting sericus
urprise, surprise. The cditoria!, “Has
the silly season begun?” in the Aug. 31
cdition offers a glimpse of hopo that the
Obaerver ia on its way to becoming a newspa-
per of serious note.

And it all hinges on one word that is adver-
binl, subjunctive, conditional, and cven conjec-
tural. But the issuo it raises about tho public
servico mlllugo ln monumental In scope: doubt,
anda .

gnawing, nibbling mlsu-unt.

‘Thus, your uso of “ dly” in
relation to the millage impwving the city’s polico
rad fire departinents mirrors o uwcllmg public

forms the other modela in both the acad

and tho conduct domain. Gilted or learning dis.
abled, nffluent or disadvantaged ~— children
achieve more in & traditional clazsroom.

Mr. Mokris may bo surprized to learn that
*tho basics” nat only don't havo to bo boring,
but thuy nlso set s solid l‘uundutlon for the

of ica at an carlf-
er ogs. Mr. Mokria would also bo baffled to
know that the resoarch has repeatodly shown

i that evokes your nbout tha
millage being a panacea for what ails us.

Should you ¢continuo this vein of reporting
all tha newe, both pro and cen, you can rest as-
aured that whatever tho result, the people will
have voted intelligently, fully informed, and
ultimately, to tho satisfaction of all concerned.

What muore noble purpese can a free and detno-
cratically impartial press aspire to or hope for?

Albert Roaon, Farmington Hills
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